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8 October 2025

The Illinois State Historic Preservation Office, in partnership with the Illinois Archaeological Survey and the 
Office of the State Archaeologist, is presently in the process of revising the guidelines for the conducting and 
reporting archaeological fieldwork in Illinois. These new guidelines will present best practices and standards for 
conducting Phase I survey, Phase II testing, and Phase III data recovery excavations within the State. Until 
these new guidelines are fully published, please use the following revised guidelines below for Phase I surveys. 
If you have questions, please contact Jeff Kruchten, Principal Archaeologist, at jeff.kruchten@illinois.gov or 
217/785-1279. Recent revisions of the March 2025 document are in red text.

Field Methodologies 
• You must consult SHPO before implementing any deviations from the following methodologies.
• Ground surface visibility threshold for pedestrian survey is 40%. Any areas below 40% ground surface

visibility will be shovel tested at 15 m intervals. Maximum pedestrian survey interval is 5 m.
• Mature crops provide suboptimal survey conditions for identifying archaeological sites.

o The survey interval for mature corn will be every other row due to limited peripheral visibility.
o Pedestrian survey through mature beans will not be accepted.

• There will be supplemental shovel testing for all project areas in the near future. Details regarding number
per acre and under which conditions are still being discussed.

• Shovel tests must be 40 cm in diameter and should not taper inward. A scale must be visible in all photos of
STPs.

• Photos of surface conditions from multiple scales and reference points will be required (see below).

Reporting Guidelines 
• It is imperative to submit new site forms and site revisit forms after any visit and following the analysis of 

survey materials. See the IIAS viewer or contact DNR.Archaeology.Sitefiles@Illinois.gov for a copy of 
IIAS Submission Guidelines and submission forms. Submit revisits after Phase II testing and Phase III data 
recovery investigations, including maps showing distribution of excavation blocks/trenches/units. Include a 
map(s) showing feature distribution. Brief summaries of the work should be attached as supplemental 
material.

• Submit revisits for known sites regardless of whether any new materials or changes to the site were 
observed. Shapefiles for revisited areas should be requested from the ISM by IIAS viewer users when maps 
and/or boundary changes are required.

• All precontact isolated finds should be reported to be assigned Smithsonian trinomials.
o Report any legacy isolated finds or find spots that have not been previously reported. Explore their 

locations in previous reports, site forms and sketch maps, and the “Legacy Isolated Find Spots” layer in 
the IIAS.

mailto:jeff.kruchten@illinois.gov


• Eligibility determinations for sites should be informed by local contexts. For instance, “light density” lithic
scatters may represent different site types in different parts of the State. There is no one-size-fits-all
approach.

• The following should be included in all reports:
o Color photographs of the overall project area
o Color photographs showing surface conditions/visibility. All surface conditions present in the project

area should be documented. Photos should be keyed on a plan map (see below for example).
o A sketch map showing different surface conditions/visibilities as they vary throughout the project area

(see example map below).
o When shovel testing, include representative photos (with scale) and profile schematics, if not clear in

photographs, for each different soil profile encountered. When supplemental shovel testing is in effect,
their distribution must be depicted on a plan map.

o Maps depicting the project area on historic plats, GLOs, pertinent historic USGS topographic quads,
and/or aerial photographs. Please note that not all historic plats are available as layers within the IIAS. It
is your responsibility to acquire what is not available through IIAS.

o A 1:24,000 scale USGS map or series of maps that ONLY displays the surveyed area for the project and
all visited sites. The surveyed area should be labeled as “Survey Area” in the legend, and it should the
identical to the survey coverage GIS files submitted to the ISM.

• Submit GIS files (ESRI or Google Earth) of only the survey coverage to the ISM when obtaining site
numbers. If the project limits/APE and survey coverage differ, show both on report and site form maps, but
do not submit a shapefile of the project limits/APE. GIS files of negative survey coverages must accompany
those reports when submitted to SHPO for review. Any submission missing these will be noted as
incomplete, and review will not commence until GIS files are submitted. Please note that survey coverage
files MUST be of polygon geometry.

• When revisiting sites, please critically evaluate their locations as plotted in the IIAS as not all sites are
plotted accurately. Inspect maps accompanying site forms and within reports to determine how accurately
the site is depicted in the IIAS.
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