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THIS MONTH'S COVER 

KEN MARTIN recaptures the charm 
and romance-and strenuous activity-~ 
roustabouts load barrels of apples on the 
Belle of Calhoun on an otherwise lazy late 
summer day on the riverfront at Kampsville· 
in Calhoun .County. Say 1915. 
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WHAT and WHERE 
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CAN YOU !DENTI_FY this month's picture of a massive 
stea~ engme an~ its present location in an Illinois city 

park? A hmt? . The railroad antique weighs several blooming 
tons. 

Last Month's Picture 

• The dog's _name wa~ Nipper and the phonograph was 
made by the Victor Talkmg Machine Company early in this 
century. The correct answer was sent in by Walton Glenn of 
Murphysboro •. The antiques were furnished by Mr. and Mrs. 
Joe Foster of the Riverview Hotel in Golconda. 

OUTDOOR ILLINOIS 

A Compendium of Illinois Happenings, A_Second Look 
Events and Comment, Past and Present ___________________________ _ 

Forty-fifth Ozark Tour 

THE FORTY-FIFTH Annual Ozark Tour, a three-day 
· "roughing it" excurision into seldom-seen areas within 
the Shawnee National Forest, will gather at Harrisburg on 
July 20 at 1 :00 p. m., according to the sponsors of the tour. 

This year reservations to participate in the tour should 
be in the hands of the tour sponsors, Dan Malkovich of 
Benton and H. D. Payne of Mt. Carmel, by July 1. 

Cost of the tour is $35 for men and $17.50 for young 
men 16 years of age or under. The fee underwrites all costs 
of the non-profit venture into the hill country of southern 
Illinois, including accommodations overnight in shelter 
bluffs and other natural lodgings in the forest, bus transpor­
tation between points of interest, and the incredibly boun­
tiful meals which are prepared in large by rural churches 
along the trail. 

The tour was started in 1931 by the late L. 0. Trigg, 
Eldorado newspaper publisher who continued leading them 
until his death in 1949, when William H. Farley assumed 
the role of trail leader. Upon his passing last summer, Farley 
left the reins to Malkovich, publisher and editor of Outdoor 
Illinois. 

The tour is completely informal, without apparent 
structure other than to initiate Illinoisans into the fellow­
ship of the forest and the natural beauty of the Shawnee 
Hills and Illinois Ozarks. 

Tour members have ranged from noted scientists to 
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outstanding leaders in Illinois civic affairs, but one rule 
applies to all: Informality and equality prevail. 

The tour has always been an all-male stronghold, one 
of the last of those diminishing bailiwicks, although a 
woman reporter once accompanied the tour some years ago. 

~ 

Galena Tours 

THE EIGHTH Annual June Open House in Galena 
will be held on June 14 and 15 this year, featuring five 

private yesterday-today homes open to visitors under the 
sponsorship of the Galena Historical Society. 

Among the homes on display will be an 1840 vintage 
cottage owned by Mr. and Mrs. Donald Meyers, which re­
ceived a Greek Revival exterior treatment in the 1850's; The 
Halcyon residence of John T. Sweet and John R. Rossbach, 
a typical 19th century farmhouse dating from about 1850; 
The Mansion residence of the James Vincent family, which 
boasts 237 feet of cast iron fence surrounding a mellow 
Galena brick house built in 1857; Bellfonte, the residence 
of Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Livesay, a Greek Revival country 
house from 1845 with tastefully appointed grounds; and. 
The Porticos residence of the James Richardson family, a 
modest frame house built in 1845 which soon received a 
temple portico with Doric columns and broad steps. 

Proceeds from the annual two-day open house are used 
by the society to continue improvements on an extensive 
museum and other programs it supports. 

Tickets are $4 for adults, $2 for children 6 to 12. The 
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price includes round robin bus service and admission .to the 
Museum on Bench Street. The tour is held rain or shine. 

Yohe Poetic Sketches 

Q UR FRIEND G. R. Yohe has sent along a few more 
sketches of northern Illinois from his facile and Poetic 

pen which we enjoyed enough to pass along to you: 

Mississippi Palisades 

High ramparts guide the Mississippi's stream, 
And from these heights, UpDn a pleasant day 

One sees the miles of river, all agleam, 
And yonder wooded hills of Iowa. 

Moraines 

Here and there a gentle, ridge-like hill 
Relieves the prairie's flat monotony. 

"Twas here a long-gone glacier heaped its till 
When warming climate gave its-"Halt!'.' decree. 

Lake Michigan 
Far as the eye can reach, and farther too, 

Are tossing wave crests, and a hazy sky 
Merges with the water's tarnished blue. 

A laden, south-bound ore boat inches by. 

-G. R. Yohe 

Save Middle Fork 

NEXT MONTH we will_ feature a rather complete ar-
ticle on the Middle Fork of the Vermilion River, near 

Danville, which for some time has been under the gun from 
some Danville-area promoters who want to sink the unique 
waterway under an extremely expensive propDsed lake, 
which until recently they had hoped the State of Illinois 
was willing to build for them at almost no cost to the local 
residents. 

That sort of reasoning, thankfully, is going out of style 
in this state, as can be noted with the recent announcement 
by a consortium of s~nators and representatives, and gov­
ernor, too, who deep-sixed the Oakley project idea as one 
whose time would never come. 

It took a number of years to convince them, and some 
spirited and continuous education !>y an extremely able and 
dedicated group of citizens, led by Bruce Hannon and Jack 
Paxton and a number of others in the Champaign area. 

The reasoning behind the Middle Fork proposal is no 
more valid than that used by the Oakley supporters, and 
the decision to ruin Illinois' foremost free-flowing stream is 
no less a disgrace than the effort on the Sangamon which 
\\'ould have seriouslv altered Allerton Park , . 

\Ve will hear more about this stream and project in 
future months. 
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loading Apples at Kampsville 

ACRYLIC BY KEN MARTIN 

KEN MARTIN'S cover rendition this month may look 
like a simple business of mixing a little acrylic paint 

and lapping it on a canvas, but we hasten to assure the read­
er that things are not always as they seem in the art world. 

We know. From the start, we assisted the artist in sel­
ection of the scene locale, and in the effort to acquire the 
background information which would make his steamboat­
era glimp~ pf Kampsville as authentic as possible. 

That steamboat, for instance, \\~ on a postcard loaned 
. us by Fred Rapp, of Kampsville. And so was the horse and 
wagon, but the postcard was not photographed in Kamps­
ville but in a nearby town. And the method of rolling those 
full barrels of apples aboard came from another, ;is did the 
apple shed from whence the apple barrels were rolled. 

We remember those green hills of July in the back­
ground at left, because we encountered them on a snowy 
day in January. 

We can tell you that it was no improvement later in 
the season when the winter snow had turned to very early 
spring cold rain and the footing was as treacherous. \Ve 
didn't go back on Ken's third trip, but he assured us it rain­
ed on that occasion, too. We might add that prior to visiting 
the picturesque county with Ken and George Baggott, the 
sun had always shone brightly on Calhoun County on the 
occasion of our visits there. This observation is only idly 
tossed in at this point and is not in any way to imply any­
thing about anyone. It goes without saying that there are 
some who would infer otherwise, but they stem mainly from 
Pulaski County or Missouri. 

We think Ken catches the magic of an era and a place. 
We hope you are as taken with his Loading Apples at 
Kampsville. 

For those who wish to continue the set of Historic Illi­
nois Scenes reprint from our covers, this one, too, is avail­
able to add to your collection (see Cover II). 

OUTDOOR h.LINOIS 

Calhoun County Featured 

FINALLY, Larry Underwood has come through with an­
other fine piece of historic research in his New Geo­

graphy chapter on Calhoun County this month. Calhoun, 
like the Illinois counties south of a line from Harrisburg to 
Murphysboro, was essentially untouched by the massive 

and its rugged topography is starkly different horn C011nties 
immediately adjacent. 

If you are planning an Illinois vacation or weekend this 
summer and fall, we recommend Calhoun, which has an 
excess of good eating places, ferries, scenery, and the always 
fabulous archaeological enterprise based at Kampsville. 

_ glaciers which altered and flattened many Illinois counties, ~ 

James 
Occasion 

Hall's Address of Welcome on the 
ol La Fayette's Visit to Shawneetown 

On May 14," 1825 

Sir:-"The citizens of Shawneetown and 
its vicinity, avail themselves with infinite 
pleasure, of the opportunity which is this day 
presented to them, to discharge a small por­
tion of the national debt of gratitude. The 
American people are under peculiar obliga, 
tions to their early benefactors. In the his, 
tory of governments, revolutions have not 
been unfrequent, nor have the struggles for 
Hberty been few; but they have been too often 
incited by ambition, conducted by violence, 
and consummated by the sacrifice of the 
noblest feelings and the dearest rights. The 
separation of the American colonies from 
the mother country was impelled by the pur• 
est motives, it was effected by the most vir, 
tuous means, and its results have been en, 
joyed by wisdom and moderation. 

"A noble magnanimity of purpose and of 
action, adorned our conflict for independence; 
no heartless cruelty marked the footsteps of 
our patriot warriors, no selfish ambition 
mingled in the councils of our patriot sages. 
To those great and good men we owe, as 
citizens, all that we are and all that we 
possess; to them we are indebted for our 
liberty-for the unsullied honor of our coun• 
try-for the bright example which they have 
given to an admiring world. 

"Years have rolled away since the accom• 
plishment of those glorious events, and few 
of the illustrious actors remain to part;ike of 
our affection. We mourn our Hamilton-we 
have wept at the grave of our Washington; 
but Heaven has spared La Fayette to the pray, 
ers of a grateful people. 

"In you, sir, we have the happiness of rec• 
ognizing one of those whom we venerate­
the companion of those whom we deplore. 
We greet you as the benefactor of the living, 
we greet you as the compatriot of the dead. 
We receive you with filial a.ffection as one of 
the fathers of the Republic. We embrace 
with eager delight an opportunity to speaking 
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our sentiments to the early champion of our 
rights--but we want language to express all 
we feel. How shall we thank thee who have 
so many claims upon our gratitude? What 
shall we call thee who have so many titles to 
our affection? Bound to us by a thousand 
fond recollections; connected with us by 
many endearing ties--we hail thee by every 
name which is dear to freeman. La Fayette­
friend - father - fellow-citizen - patriot 
- soldier - philanthropist - we bid thee 
welcome. You were welcome, illustrious sir, 
when you came as our champion; you are 
thrice welcome as our honored guest. Wei• 
come to our country and to our hearts - to 
our firesides and altars. 

"In your extensive tour through our terri• 
tories, you have doubtless beheld many proofs 
that he who shared the storms of our infancy, 
has not been forgotten amid the genial beams 
of a more prosperous fortune. In every sec• 
tion of the union our people have been 
proud to affix the name of La Fayette to the 
soil, in fighting for which that name was 
rendered illustrious. This fact, we hope, af; 
fords so~e testimony that although the philo, 
sophic retirement in which you were secluded 
might shelter you from the political storms 
which assailed your natural soil, it could not 
conceal you from the ~ffectionate solicitude 
of your adopted countrymen. Your visit to 
America has disseminated gladness through• 
out the continent, but it has not increased our · 
veneration for your character, nor brightened 
the_ remembrance of those services which were 
already deeply engraven -on our memories. 

"The little community which has the honor, 
today, of paying a small tribute to republican 
virtue, was not in existence at the period when 
that virtue was displayed in behalf of our 
country. You find us dwelling upon a spot 
which - was then untrodden by the foot of 
civilized man; in the midst of forests whose 
silent echoes were not awakened by the tu• 

·~ 

mults of that dar. Around us are none of 
the monuments of departed despotism, nor 
any of the trophies of that valor which 
wrought the deliverance of our country. 
There is no sensible object here to recall 
your deeds to memory-but they d\'l,'ell in 
our bosoms--they are imprinted upon monu• 
ments more durable than brass. We enjoy 
the fruits of your courage, the lesson of your 
example. We are the descendants of those 
who fought by your side-we have imbibed 
their love of freedom-we inherit their atJec, 
tion for La Payette. 

"You find our state in its infancy, our 
country thinly populated, our people desti• 
tute of the luxuries and elegancies of life. In 
your reception we depart from the domestic 
simplicity of a sequestered people. We erect 
no triumphal arches, we offer no exotic deli• 
cacies. We receive you to our humble dwell, 
ings, and our homely fare-we take you to 
our arms and our hearts. 

"The affections of the American peop1e 
have followed you for a long series of years­
they were with you at Brandywine, at York, 
at Olmutz, and at LaGrange-they have ad, 
hered to you through every vicissitude of for• 
tune which has marked your virtuous career. 
Be assured, sir, that you still carry with you 
our best wishes--we fervently desire you all 
the happiness which the recollection of a 
well spent life, and the enjoyment of a ven• 
erable age, full of honor, can bestow-we 
pray, that health and prosperity may be your 
companions, when you shall be again separ• 
ated from our embraces, to exchange the en• 
dearments of a people's love, for the softer 
joys of domestic affection, and that it may 
please heaven to preserve you many years to 
us, to your family, and to the world." 

(Reprinted from Journal of the IDinoi, 
State Historical Society 

XVIII (1926), pp. 363-365.) 
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STEPHEN MACK'S HOUSE built in 1839 ov l ki th R • k • • 

evnatnjshhe_d cot~muvnity of Macktown, reflects the G~~::: R,vivJ styole ~:; ::a:hper::::'i-" 
.n is na ive ermont. "'" 

Famous Illinois Architecture: XXI 

The Stephen Macl~ and Whitman Houses 

By Paul E. Sprague 

MAGKTOWN 

STEPHEN MACK, born February 
2, 1798 at Tunbridge, Vermont, and 

educated at Dartmouth College, went 

west with his father in 1816. By 1835, 
when he settled on a large tract of land 
in central northern Illinois overlooking 
the Rock River, he already had a large 
family of nine children by his Indian 
wife, Ho-Ne-Gab. On his land he plat­
ted a village, sold lots, built log houses 
and a store, and cofistructed a bridge 
across the Rock River. 

The house he built for his family in . 
1839 is said to have been among the 
finest in northern Illinois west of Chi­
cago. Besides having a stone founda­
tion, it was painted when finished, both 
of which were considerable luxuries in 
the primitive prairie settlements of the 
1830's in northern Illinois. 

Apparently the dwelling was origin-

OUTDOOR h.LJNOIS 

~IVING-

OIN ING-

PORC.H 

STEPHEN 1"\AC.K HOUSE 

ally a simple rectangle in plan. Although 
the moldings and decorative details are 
of the greatest simplicity, it is probable 
that the Greek Revival style was in­
tended if one may judge from the gen­
eral proportions of the house, the man­
ner of framing its entrance, and tha 
design of its cornice. Certainly its plan 
with dining room and parlor out of 
alignment is atypical of the style; how­
ever it may be that these got this way 
from subsequent unrecorded alterations. 
The house is constructed of heavy frame 
timbers surfaced with clapboards paint­
ed white. 

In 1846 Stephen Mack sold a piece 
of his land to a Mr. Whitman. The 
property fronted on the road between 
Rockford and Rockton only a few hun­
dred feet from Mack's bridge which, at 
that time, was the only one in the state 
crossing the Rock River. In this ideal 
location for commerce Whitman built 
that year a stone trading post and resi­
dence. 

The building as we know it today, 
built of rough local limestone with lin­
tels and sills of dressed stone, may hav~ 
been constructed in several stages, as the 
walls of the two-story portion on the 
south are clearly separated from tha 
one-story section north of it. 

The front and rear walls of the other 
three units are contiguous and suggest 
that they were all built at the same time. 
A projecting water table on the south­
ernmost unit, as well as oak boards set 
into the stone under the eaves, also 
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THE MACK HOUSE, looking northwest toward the Rock River 
shows the original two-story sructure and two later additions. Mack 
was a Darmouth graduate who, with his Indian wife, Ho-Ne-Gah, 
raised a family of nine children. 

serve to differentiate that part from the 
rest. There seem to be no evidence, 
however, to suggest which part was 
built first or at what date the later parts 
were constructed. 

The S-irons marking the ends of tie­
rods are presumably later additions in­
troduced to stabilize the walls. Possibly 
the oak boards in the wall under the 
eaves of the roof of the southernmost 

unit served originally to fasten a cornice, 
perhaps of Greek Revival or Federal de. 
sign. The two northernmost units have 
been restored as a store, with the rest 
of the building being used for storage. 

Macktown B.ourished until the death 
of Stephen Mack in 1850 after which 
it gradually declined in favor of Rock­
ton. Whitman sold his store and moved 
to Rockton after the bridge washed out 

WHITMAN'S TRADING POST and residence, built in 1846 on 
lan_d purchased from Stephen Mack, was east of the Mack House 
and only a few hundred feet from Mack's bridge over the Rock 
River. 
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FRONT DOQR of the Mack House 
~n~ the manner of framing the entrance 
indicate the structure's Greek · Revival 
antecedents. 

STAIRWAY TO second floor of the 
Mack House faces the front entrance. 
Stair hall leads to dining room. 
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DINING ROOM, looking north to living room, through door at 
left, and entrance hall, through doo,i,::at right. The house is main­
tained by the Winnebago County Forest Preserve and the Rockton 
Township Historical Society. 

in 1853. Both of these buildings, main­
tained by the Winnebago County For­
est Preserve and interpreted with assist· 
ance from . the ijockton Township His­
torical Society, are valuable examples of 
early settlement in northern Illinois. 

The Mack House is significant as the 
only remaining frame residential build­
ing in this early but now vanished comr 
munity. As the first substantial dwel­
ling in this part of the state, it is also of 
special interest. Although not very im­
pressive architecturally, the house is 
nonetheless • a handsome and dignified 
edifice, especially considering its loca­
tion far from the centers of population 
in the Illinois of 1839. 

The trading post is important as an 
early example of a substantial commer­
cial building in a relatively primitive 
area. Its two-story southernmost unit, 
which may have stood alone at otte 
time, is a well -proportioned structure 
with attractive stone walls that would, 
if provided with a cornice, have been 
an impressive building for its time and 
place. 

Congratulations to the Winnebago 
County Forest Preserve and the Rock­
ton Township Historical Society for 
properly maintaining and interpreting 
these historic properties. The buildings 

provide an instructive- and refreshing 
counterpart to the sham historic village 
being built in Rockton on the bones of 
its real historic· architecture. 

~ 

UPPER STAIR HALL looking north 
toward the front of the Mack House. 

OuTOOOR ILLINOIS 

WHITM..AN'S TRADING POST looking southeast is an early 
example of a substantial commercial building in a relatively 
primitive area, 

WHITMAN'S STORE, reconstructed, features early tools 
and implements, such a,s might have been carried in the 
store during its heyday. 

JUNE - JULY, 1975 

ROUGH SAWN BOARDS make up the counter of the 
Whitman Store, well stocked with period household imple­
ments and kitchen ware. 
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Compllments 
of 

R. E. HERRiN, and FAMILY 

Dependable Prescription Service 

R. E. HERREN, R. PH. 

Phone 576-2619 

In Apple Kingdom, 
Calhoun County 
visit Steve 
and Vince at . . . 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
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Hardin, Ill. 

Excellent food service in the rustic lodge overlooking the Illinois 
River. Par 3 golf, swimming, horse riding, nature trails in Illinois' 
lar.gest state park.-

44 SLEEPING ROOMS 
Ml;)ETING ROOMS and DINING FACILITIES 

Pere Marquette Hotel-Lodge 
"OPEN TO PUBLIC YEAR ROUND" 

"Illinois' Most Beautiful Resort" 

JAMES AND FERN DEPPER, MGRS. 
Rt. 100, .near GRAFTON Phone Grafton, Ill. 

Reservations: 618/786-3351 

The original Apple Shed, which saw thousands of baskets of apples wa.shed, 
graded and shipped to market . . . now a pleasant nostalgic dining experience. 

Dining 

Music Friday 
and Saturday 

BATCHTOWN ILL. 

OUTDOOR ILLINOIS 

There's a chance we may find 
that Koster even earlier was home­
to the Paleo-Indians who existed in 
America during the Glacial Epoch, 
8,000 to 10,000 years before Christ, 
the time of the ~stodons. 

-Stuart Struever, 
Professor of Arch::eology, 
Northwestern University and 
Director, Koster Expedition, 
Kampsville, Illinois 

AND SO, man began populating 
Calhoun County and its environs, 

beginning the period of human history. 
This early man, according to Dr. Strue­
ver, "led the good life. He lived in a 
land of milk and honey, with tremen­
dous food resources all around hi.m, and 
the taking was easy. In fact, people en­
joyed security and a good , deal of leis­
ure." 

Archreol.ogists first searched for Cal­
houn County's early inhabitants nearly 
one hundred years ago. A copy of the 
Liberty (February 4, 1876) reported: 
'We hear that Mr. (William) Mc-
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Adams, of Jersey (County), will soon 
explore the so called Indian mounds 
near here." The Smithsonian Institute 
in Washington, D. C. displayed relics 

removed from mounds on the bluffs 
above Hardin as early as 1891. This ex­
cavation was directed by Professpr E. A. 
Middleton. 

THIS BARN seen from the Brussels-Hardin road reflects both 
North German (high foundation) and New England (cupola-like 
roof vent) origins. Note fihe cross near peak. 
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'The mounds at Perrin's Ledge were 
opened in 1928 by a team under the di­
rection of Professor J. F. B. Taylor from 
the University of Illinois. There were 
originally thirty-five mounds in that 
group, but Illinois Route 100 covered 
three of them. And the Worthy-Merri­
gan Site on the Alfred Schleeper Fann 
three miles south of Hardin was named 
by a University of Michigan survey 
team several years ago. 

Work continues on some of these sites 
by the present team assembled by Dr. 
Struevers Teaching . and Research Cen­
ter of the Northwestern Archreological 
Program at Kampsville. (See 01, Fehru. 
ary 1971 and March 1975.) 

Prior to the activities surrounding 
these early men, the most important site 
in Calhoun County for Indian historians 
was up the Illinois River near the pres­
ent Brussels Free Ferry. The site was 
first mentioned by the French explorer, 
Rene Robert Cavelier, known to most by 
his French title, Sieur de La Salle. 

La Salle founded Fort Crevecoeur in 
January 1680 on the Illinois River just 
south of Lake Peoria. During and be­
fore this period, the Iroquois tribes east 
of the Illinois country coveted the rich 
trapping grounds inhabited by Illinois 
tribes. During 1680, about 500 of the 
bravest young Iroquois warriors and 
their friends, the Miami, one hundred 
warriors strong, attacked the Il1inois 
tribes. Toward the end of November 
1680, a few days before La Salle arrived, 
the Iroquois-Miami war party caught up 
with a Tamaroa encampment of women 
and children, their crude · winter homes 
erected in a meadow at the edge of the 
Illinois River. 

For some reason, most Tamaroa men 
were not present. Some say they Bed, 
others suspect they were on a winter 
hunt. The results of the Iroquois were 
devastating. Some estimates put the 
dead, mostly women and chi1dren, at 
seven hundred. According to Jean de 
Lumberville's journal: 'The Iroquois 
have killed over 700 of these people 
here on the spot, tying living men to 
the stake and eating their flesh as fast 
as it roasted and could be pulled from 
their bones." 

Later inhabitants of the area reported 
&nding bones and weapons in abun-
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CAP AU GRIS protrudes into the rising Misssissippi River 
near the Winfield (West Point) Ferry Landing not far from Batch­
town. The rock bluff has been a noted river landmark since the 
French first named it. 

dance in the quiet little meadow by the 
Illinois. One artifact, a Bint imbedded 
in a human vertebra, was displayed at 
• Monticello College (now Lewis and 
Clark Community College) in Godfrey, 
Illinois for several years around 1900. 

At the battlesite, visiting Illinois Gov. 
ernor Richard Yates (1901-05) remarked 
during the summer of 1902: "It is a 
place of which no lover of Illinois can 
afford to be ignorant, and no one who 
has heard the story and looked down 
from the great hills upon that plain can 
fail to be impressed that in this quiet 
and beautiful place was enacted one of 
the most awful tragedies of early Ameri• 
can life." 

Other early explorers slipped along 
Calhoun County's Illinois and Mississip­
pi river banks. Some stopped. According 
to most modern calculations. Marquette 
and Jolliet had camped in 1673 ::it Per­
rin's Ledge about three miles north of 
Kampsvlle. While there, the Frenchmen 
visited with a band of local Indians . 

With the location of French forts and 
trading posts along the Illinois and Mis­
sissippi rivers, it was only a short time 
until the game-infested wilderness "is­
land" between the rivers became a fa­
vorite haunt foi: . French trappers and 
hunters. 

There were, however, no large settle­
ments of French trappers ·until after 

1800. A U. S. Government survey team 
in 1800 noted only Indians living in the 
area. Major Stephen H. Long, who shar­
ed early exploratory honors with Zebu­
lon Pike, crossed the county in August, 
1817. Long wrote: "There are five set­
tlements at this place including two im. 
mediately upon the Mississippi at (Cap 
au Gris)." One of these settlements near 
the present West Point Ferry had 
twenty families farming a communal 
tract of 500 acres. The farm was in a 
level area about a mile from their vil­
lage. 

Cap au Gris, variously translated as 
Cape of Grit, Grindstone, or Sandstone 
Headland, was one end of a fault which 
crosses the county toward the southeast 
to the former Milan Landing (Schmie­
der Landing). At one time, Milan Land­
ing was called Little Cap au Gris. There 
too was a small settlement of Frenchmen 
in an early day. 

On the Illinois River, near the Brus­
sels Free Ferry, a settlement of French 
trappers and mixed bloods grew up, no 
doubt with a collection of Indians living 
among them. Most probably, their camp 
stood on the site of the great Indian 
massacre of over 100 years before. Any­
how, the Illinois and Mississippi rivers 
Hooded in 181; (some say 1818) forcing 
them to vacate the area. Since the most 
significant Hood prior to this time occur. 
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red in 1785, it is possible that they may 
have been using the site off and on for 
a number of years. 

At · the south tip of the county, St. 
Charles, Missouri settlers began crossing 
into Calhoun, usually to hunt. Between 
1815 and 1820, Missouri pioneers ex­
tended their settlements as fas as the 
Missouri creeks called Peruque, Lower 
Dardenne and Cuivre. Sometimes on ex­
tended forays into Calhoun County, 
they planted crops to sustain their visit. 
Wild turkey and deer were abundant 
and bee trees a source of sugar. For cash 
or trade goods, if needed, a raft of ash 
or cottonwood logs tied with grapevines 
were floated to St. Louis. These early 
Calhoun. visitors usually returned to 
their frontier homes in Missouri to en­
dure the winter. 

Since the land between the Illinois 
and Mississippi rivers was a part of the 
Military Tract designated by Congress 
following the War of 1812, government 
surveyors returned in 1816 and 1817 to 
lay. out the land for settlement. As it oc. 
curred in other areas of the Militar 
Tract, not all 160- or 320-acre plots 
were claimed by veterans of the war 
against the British, many plots selling tr 
land speculators. 

The first Americans in the area were 
not participants in the War of 1812. As 
early as 1801, there is historical evidence 
that a hermit, called O'Neal by some, 
dug a cave home for himself up river 
from the present Golden Eagle Ferry. 
Legend surrounds the old Frenchman, 
since he lived the life of a true hermit, 
seldom speaking with anyone. Some say 
he was a refugee from Acadia and, if 
true, he was at least forty-five years old 
on arrival. Since he died in 1842, he 
would have been nearing ninety, at 
least. Regardles.5, his exact past, age and 
identity remain a mystery. 

Near present Hardin, some say as 
early as 1808, Antoine DeJarlais (Deger­
ley, Degerlia, DeSherlia?) settled in the 
French Hollow area. And three years 
later, Major Levi Roberts from Ohio 
landed at the point now known as 
Bloom's Landing on the Illinois River. 
Roberts located at the south end of the 
county, building in 1829 Calhoun's first 
frame house. 

Others came and went, including 
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Quincy's founder (later Illinois Govern­
or) John Wood, who wintered in Cal­
houn County in 1819-20. Calhoun 
County, then a part of what was to be­
come Pike County, became a jumping 
off point for those headed into the wild­
erness called the Military Tract. 

When Ebenezer Smith arrived on 
May IO, 1819 near present Hardin, 
there were five small settlements in the 
region. Smith settled a few miles south 
of Hardin. One of his first acts was to 
buy a trading post nm by a Frenchman. 
The trader sold whiskey to Indians; 
Smith, fearing their drunken foravs de­
stroyed the log shack. Very soon, 's:nith 
was farming and before long planted 
what many consider to be the county's 
first apple orchard. At any rate, Smith 
was the source of apple starts for years. 

Over the next years, there were other 
settlers. Nathaniel Shaw settled south­
east of present Brussels in 1821. Jacob 
and Tabitha Fenner arrived in the Gil­
ead area that same year. Others were 
already there. John Shaw had begun 
clearing timber for a farm early that 
year. Very soon others moved to Cal­
houn. Bigelow C. Fenton, Joel Bacon 
William Metz, James Nixon, Amos Ban~ 
croft, and Stephen Dewey were settled 
at least by 1822. 

Of all these, John Shaw was the most 
prominent. He was in Calhoun in 1813 
on the occasion of a minor incident with 
Indians at Cap au Gris during the sum· 
~er. Shaw was a trapper, popping up in 
history for the first time after selling his 
furs in New Orleans and beginning the 
winter in New Madrid in December 
181 I. Shaw arrived just in time to ex­
perience the first tremors of the New 
Madrid earthquake. (See OI, April 
1965, James Lockart's "Illinois' Big 
Earthquake.") Known among the Indi­
ans as Es-sap-pan, the Raccoon, Shaw 
spoke French and Indian dialects fluent­
ly. He was a natural to serve the Army 
as an Indian scout during the War of 
1812. In addition to his numerous other 
acti\'ities, Shaw is said to be the man 
who took the first boat load of lead ore 
from Galena. 

And 1822 produced other inhabitants. 
There was Samuel Smith from Pitts­
burgh, settling south of Brussels. John-
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. THE NEW supersedes the old on tihe east side of the ridge of 
hfills that run the length of Calhoun County. Note the log barn in 
ront of newer barn. 

nie Metz built a house by a big spring 
a~ Brussels and New York-born Joshua 
Twichell poled his keel boat to the land. 
ing at Coles Grove (later Gilead) and 
moved to the Brussels area late in 1822. 
His son Chesley brought iron from St. 
Louis in a canoe. Twichell made Cal­
houn County's first iron plow, first cart, 
and first iron-rimmed wagon wheels. 

A man named Mozier arrived at Mo­
zier Landing in 1823 and John Ingersoll 
settled at Guilford, five miles south of 
Hardin, the same year. Also by 1823, 

Asa Carrico, William C. Brown and 
John Bolter were residents. . 

By 1824 then, the future locale of 
Calhoun County was well on its way to 
becoming one of the most settled areas 
of the Military Tract. During that year, 
Robert Cresswell of Maryland purchas­
ed a large tract of land south of Brussels. 
John Huff located near Salt Springs just 
south and east of Coles Grove. Huff 
said later, "At that time there were but 
few white inhabitants ... Indians being 
much more plentiful, and deer, wild 
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turkeys, panthers, and other wild ani­
mals abounded and roamed ... the for­
est and . . . the prairies." 

From 1825 to the 1830 Census of 
Calhoun County, there were more set­
tlers. The tally in 1830 showed 1,090 
inhabitants. They came from many 
areas. There was Dr. Robert G. Andrews 
from Detroit, Michigan and Jacob and 
Samuel Crader from Cape Girardeau. 
Charles Tharp came from North Caro­
lina. Andrew Uhrig settled on Hurri­
cane Island Slough and planted the 
county's first vineyard and sold its first 
beer. Jacob Pruden bought a farm put 
up for sale by a Mr. Still because "the 
place was full of wolfes and rattle­
snakes." And Cave Spring Hollow 
(Bell's Hollow) was inhabited by Aaron 
Ingle's family, except Ingle died in In­
diana leaving his wife to bring the chil­
dren down the Ohio and up the Missis­
sippi and Illinois rivers to Bloom's Land­
ing, alone. 

During those years of early settlement, 
the wheels of government turned in an 
effort to arrive at a political unit to gov­
ern the area. Calhoun County went 
through all the norm.al European own­
ership, finally becoming a part of Madi­
son County when Illinois became a 
territory. From 1812 to 1821,, it remain­
ed in Madison, becoming Pike County 
by a legislative act entered at the state 
capital at Vandalia on January 31, 1821. 

John Shaw, already living at Coles 
Grove (Gilead), was one of those ap­
pointed to establish a county seat. Nat~ 
urally, Shaw chose his settlement. The 
two years that followed found a group 
from near Atlas, then called Ross' Set­
tlement, trying to move the county seat 
to their settlement. Charges were leveled 
against Shaw that accused him of con, 
trolling elections with a large band of 
half-breeds under his influence. Shaw 
was said to have forged deeds and doc­
tored poll books, too. 

In 1823 then, Shaw met his match in 
Nicholas Hansen, Pike County's first 
state legislator. Politicians split into two 
camps: "Shaw'' and "Anti~Shaw." For a 
time, the county found itself with two 
sets of county commissioners, two county 
courts, and two county seats. The show- ! 
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down came during 1823-24 when Illi­
nois became embroiled in a controversy 
over whether the state should remain 
free or become a slave state. 

An election to decide on a pro-slavery 
convention took place in the Illinois 
House after passing the Senate the day 
before, February 11, 1823. Representa­
tive Hansen from Pike was thought to 
be pro-slave, but as the House vote was 
taken Hansen's vote set him in the anti­
slavery camp. That night, Vandalia was 
in turmoil. Hansen's anti-slave vote had 
defeated the chance for calling a pro­
slave .convention! 

Hansen's election to the House had 
earlier been contested by Shaw. The 
General Assembly picked Hansen from 
the two. Now the pro-slavery faction 
changed their earlier ruling and seated 
Shaw, whom they were certain was pro­
slave. With Shaw's vote for the pro­
slavery convention, the House secured 
the necessary two-thirds majority to sub­
mit the convention issue to the people in 
an August, 1824 election. 

In winning. t,he legislative battle, how­
ever, the pro-slavery faction lost the vic­
tory. Some of the more conservative 
slave supporters took offense at the rad­
ical tactics of the General Assembly. The 
subsequent referendum to decide Illinois' 
future, indeed the future of the United 
States, ended with the anti-convention 

cause receiving 6,640 votes to the pro­
slavery convention's 4,972. The pro-slav­
ery • issue was dead in Illinois govern­
ment. 

What might have happened had this 
event, involving John Shaw of Calhoun 
County, turned out differently, in favor 
of slavery? With Illinois a slave state, 
the U. S. Senate would have had 
twenty-six senators from slave states, 
twenty-two senators from free. From 
that time on, whenever a state petitioned 
to enter the Union, the slave states 
could have denied their entry unless 
they were slave states. As Illinois Gov­
ernor Edward F. Dunne (1913-17) 
wrote in his !llinois, the Heart af the 
Nation, 1933: "If Illinois had become a 
slave state in 1824, the whole future of 
the United States possibly and probably 
would have been materially changed." 
(See 01, April, 1975. Barbara D. Lugen­
beel's "Hooper Warren.") 

For Calhoun County, the issue b-ad 
other implications. Shaw appeared ready 
to concede the battle and in · December, 
1824, Representative Nicholas Hansen, 
having regained his seat in the House, 
rose ancl asked that Pike County be di­
vided. into "a number of counties." 
Shaw's apparent victory came on Janu­
ary 10, 1825 when the south end of 
Pike County was separated. Shaw, 
known as the Black Prince, had decided 

TWO-STORY log cabin atands at the entrance to the private 
Frontier Campground near Haff}burg. • 
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to go it alone with his own ''kingdom.» 
A name for the new county was bandied 
around. A fairly good case was made for 
calling it La Salle after the French ex­
plorer. In the end, however, it was 
Shaw who won again. Whether or not 
there was symbolism involved in his 
choice or not is unknown. Nevertheless, 
he had the county named after John C. 
Calhoun, newly elected Vice-President 
of the United States and perhaps one 
of our nation's leading advocates of slav­
ery! 

Too, probably a blast at Illinois' Gov­
ernor and leading anti-slave advocate, 
Edward Coles, the commissioners (at 
Shaw's urging?) almost immediately 
saw to it that the names Coles' Grove, 
originally named for Governor Coles, 
was changed to Gilead, probably after 
the Biblical site located just east of the 
Jordan River in present Jordan. [Gilead, 
in Biblical history, was a fertile land to 
retreat to and heal one's wounds before 
reorganizing for a counterattack.] Soon 
thereafter, the commissioner system of 
county government was adopted and an 
election held-February 2nd. The three 
commissioners elected from the county 
at large were James Nixon, Ebenezer 
Smith and Asa Carrico. Bigelow C. Fen~ 
ton, the first sheriff of Pike County, be­
came Calhoun's first, too. James Levin 
was elected coroner and A. M. Jenkins 
was the clerk of the circuit court. The 
county commissioners accepted, as their 
first act, 80 acres of land offered by 
Shaw for a county seat at Gilead. 

The Pike County courthouse had 
been carted off to Atlas, so it was neces­
sary to construct another, but first a 
jail (12x8 feet) was erected. It was of 
hewn timber and Daniel Church built 
it for $40. A brick courthouse started 
in 1830 was completed in 1832 by con­
tractor Benjamin Munn for $1600. A 

. few years later, the county's existence 
was threatened. According to one source, 
the area was so heavily wooded and 
its lumberjack population so unstable 
that a bill entitled "An Act to Abolish 
Calhoun Countv" was introduced before 
the Illinois Ge~eral Assemblv. Ratifica­
tion fell short and Calhm;n Countv 
withstood the crisis. 

By 1837, the county seat at Gilead 
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CALHOUN COUNTY Court House at 
Hardin was erected in 1848 at a cost of 
$1199. Photo courtesy Ralph J. Moses. 

had two stores and a dozen families. An 
observer wrote, "The court house is of 
brick, two stories, 30 feet square, and 
finished outside." 

Ten years later, fire destroyed the 
courthouse and the seat of justice was 
moved temporarily to Hamburg. Again, 
there developed a battle over where the 
seat of justice should be. Some wistied 
to keep Gilead, others preferred Ham­
burg, and still others set their minds on 
Childs' Landing on the Illinois. 

Benjamin F. Childs, a resident of 
nearly twelve years, offered five acres of 
land and fiftv thousand bricks if his 
landing beca~e th; site of the new 
courthouse. Using the old reliable free 
barbeque, Childs' swung enough votes 
in his direction. Hamburg cried foul, 
Gilead shrugged its collective shoulders, 
and the county commissioners proclaim­
ed Childs' Landing the winner, the call­
to-battle, "Old Gilead or Ben Childs' 
Frog Pond?", ringing in their ears. · 

To give the county seat a new name 
was no difficult task. In February form­
er Morgan County resident, , illinois 
House member (1836-42) and U. S. 

LITTLE ROCK School at Meppen was 
built in 1863 of stones native to the s'tc 
Photo courtesy The Calhoun News. 

Representative (1843-45) John J. Har­
din was killed. When the Mexican War 
began, Hardin became Colonel of the 
First Illinois Volunteers. In February 
1947, Hardin died at Buena Vista and 
became an immediate hero to Illinoisans. 
A few weeks later, the steamer Movastar 
passed Childs' Landing, stopping at the 
site of present Kampsville, then called 
Farrowtown. The hero's horse was on 
board. This occasion implanted the 
name "Hardin" even more firmly in the 
minds of the commissioners. , 

The new name and the construction 
of the new courthouse were taken care 
of at the December meeting of the 
county commissioners. The two-story, 
brick courthouse (36x30 feet) was com­
pleted by William D. Hamilton in Sep­
tember 1848 at a cost of $1199. The 
courthouse stands today as the county's 
seat of government. A brick jail ~as 
built two years later. 

For the people, life was hard. Philo­
sophically though, one pioneer said, 
"Homes were few and distant. Building 
one of these log cabins was hard but 
there was fun at the end." Following 
the raising of the cabin, he pointed out, 
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Consol people play a big part in our 
manner of living ... in our comfort and 

:well-being. Your neighbor may be a 
Consol coal miner. There are thousands 
of Consol people living1 throughout 
this area. 

(c9L) 

CONSOLIDATION 
COAL CO. 

MIDWESTERN DIVISION 
P.O. Box 218 Pinckneyville, Illinois 62274 

Page 19 



LIT 
IT 
BB 

I f you believe there are qui 
places on this earth that 
should be left alone. 
If you believe in the wil 

heritage that is our legacy- ' 
Act. And let it be. 

Please enroll me as a member of The Nature Conservancy. • ANNUAL 
As membership dues, enclosed is$._________ MEMBERSHIPS 

Name _____________________ _ 

Address, ___________________ _ 

City. ________ State ______ ~ip, _____ _ 
The Nature Conaervancy 

Send your checks to: 708 Church Street, Evanston, Illinois 60201 
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SPECIAL 
D $1,000 Corporate 
D $100 Guarantor 
D $50 Supporting 
D $25 Contributing 

T he rationale for 
the existence of 
The Nature 
Conservancy is 

simple and straightforward. 
Without natural land, there 
cannot be life - as one is 
diminished, so is the quality of 
the other, for life and land are 
inseparably linked. Yet every 
day, more and more of our 
precious wild resources are 
being sacrificed to unplanned 
and thoughtless development. 
The damage done is ea·sy to 
see, but the long range effects 
are less perceptible: 

We may miss the sparkling 
rush of a trout stream or the 
waving of prairie grass, but we 
will continually suffer the kmg 
range consequences of silted 
streams and arid dustbowls. 
These fragile ecosystems are 
irreplaceable wellsprings of 
life, and if they are destroyed, 
so is the life they shelter. 

The Nature Conservancy 
believes the time for mindless 
destruction is past. We must be 
responsible to the land and the 
delicate balance it harbors. We 
must act now. We need your 
help. We ask you to join us. We 
ask you to let it be. 

Join us and become part of an 
informed and effective 
volunteer network that acts to 
preserve the land. Naturally, 
you will be privy to information 
about our work and our 
progress. You'll receive our 
publications, and if you join at 
the $25 level or above, we'll 
send you our Preserve 
Directory at no cost. The 
Directory identifies, locates 
and describes every land 
conservation_project 
completed by The 
Conservancy since its 
inception. 

If you join for $25 or more, we will 
send you, free of charge, our Preserve 
Directory. 

REGUlAR 
D $15Family 
D $10 Subscribing 
D $5 Junior ( under18) 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
D $300-$500 after 

July 1, 1975. 
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''The people would assemble and have 
a dance.'' 

Continuing, the old settler wrote, 'We 
lived on bread, meat, coffee, honey and 
hominy; that is, we would have bread 
when we could get it. The meat was 
plentiful because of the wild game. At 
one time I saw my father stand in the 
door and shoot three deer." 

Politics? "One man who ran for Jus­
tice of the Peace . . . was barefoot and 
wore buckskin pants and coat. His name 
was Amos Stiles and he was elected." 

And somehow they survived. The 
English and French settled the county 
early, followed after 1840 by immigrants 
from Germany and Ireland. For many 
years, the German language prevailed in 
schools and churches, especially in the 
south end of the county. Architecture 
and customs reflect their influence even 
to qie present time. • 

When the voters of Calhoun County 
were asked to vote in the 1860 Presiden­
~ial Election, they cast 668 votes for 
Douglas, 269 for Lincoln, and 66 for 
J3ell. However, their loyalty rested with 
the Union as they sent 528 of their best 
young men off to war, most of them 
figh,ting in the ·west. There is specula­
tion that even more than the official 
number from the countv served, since 
many were mustered ;t Quincy and 
Alton, not having the opportunity to 
list their true residence. 

The war over, they settled down to 
resourceful lives. In 1876, on the occas­
ion of the nation's Centennial celebra­
tion, a basket dinner was held in Har­
din in the block just north of the present 
Hardin Grade School. There were 
speeches and band music. County Sher­
iff John Lammy read his history of 
Calhoun County to the crowd. Prepared 
by interviewing; older residents, Lam• 
my's speech was twelve pages long. 

By 1880, the U. S. Census showed a 
total of 1,110 farms in the county. Ernst 
Meyer, Henry Kiel, William Mortland, 
William \Vilkinson, Frank Dixon, M. 
A. Kamp, John Snyder, and Thomas S. 
Jennings owned the largest farms in 
each of the precincts in the county. The 
oldest residents during 1880 were: Au­
gust Auten (84 years old), Martin 
Coughlin (87), Thomas Wellington 
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(91), Nancy Buell (84), John Bern­
bach (84), John Lowery (85), W. 
Wineland (76), and Anna Voss (82). 
Also included in the list was Lucretia 
Maynard, the mother of "18 or 19 chil­
dren.'' She was 82. Point Precinct, with 
1,600 residents, was the largest, with 
Belleview r~nking second with 1,225 
inhabitants. 

Hampered by poor transportation, Cal­
houn County nevertheless continued to 
add population until 1900. In that year, 
Hardin's 494 residents made it the larg­
est community in the county. Batch­
town, with 360, was second and of the 
county total of 8,917 inhabitants, Kamps­
ville (330), Hamburg (308), and Brus­
sels (270) were the only communities 
of any size. From 1900 to present, the 
population has decreased to the present 
(1970) figures of 5,675. 

Various minor industrial projects have 
come and gone. Agriculture, in particu­
lar apple and peach orchards, continue 
to be the main "industry" in many parts 
of the county. 

Recreation as an industry has shown 
possibilities over the past quarter-cen­
tury, with swarms of hunters pouring 
into the county during· each duck sea~ 
son to harvest the annual waterfowl 
crop. Tourists from the St. Louis metro­
politan area continue to Bock to the 
county during the spring, summer and 
fall to catch a weekend glimpse of an 
apple tree in bloom, a wildflower-decked 

meadow, or the scenic hills and bluffs in 
their seasonal coloration. 

For the thousands of nature-starved 
people living in a 25-50 mile radius of 
Calhoun County, the ''kingdom" re-· 
mains one of those rare areas of Illinois 
that has not yet become smoke-filled, 
asphalt-covered, and people-infested. Cal­
houn is a sort of refuge, not only for 
migratory waterfowl, but also for urban 
dwellers. 

LOCATION AND SxZB 

Calhoun County in southwestern Illi­
nois comprises a long, narrow belt oE 
land between the forks of the Illinois 
and Mississippi rivers approximately 220 
miles north of Cairo, Illinois on the east 
bank of the Mississippi River. It is 
bounded on the north by Pike County, 
on the east by the Illinois River, and 
on the south and west by the Mississippi. 

Its 250 square miles contain eight pre­
cincts, rather than townships. No reason 
is given for this form of government, but 
the irregular shape of the county un­
doubtedly contributed. The county is 
nearly 37 miles long, but averages only 
seven miles in width. The widest point 
is 17.5 miles, with the narrowest being 
approximately three miles. The precincts 
contain five incorporated villages. 

On January 10, 1825, during the clos­
ing days of the administration of Presi­
dent James Monroe, the county' was 
separated from Pike County. 
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• AN OLD IRON bridge at the south edge of Hamburg crosses 
a rock-bound stream common to the Calhoun ridge country. The 
bridge wm be replaced soon. 

Nearly 64% of Calhoun's population 
is classified as rural. 

PHYSICAL FEATURES 

Topographically, Calhoun County has 
been described as a narrow limestone 
ridge, elevated from two to three hun­
dred feet above the river level and 
8ankeq on either side by the aJluvial 
bo~s of the great rivers which form 
its eastern, southern and western boun­
dari~. Over this limestQne ridge are de­
posited several beds, some say of the 
age that saw the rise of mammals, the 
Modern Age. They consist of drift 
clays, gravel and loess, covering the 
whole surface to the depth of fifty to 
one hundred feet. These deposits also 
611 some of the lateral valleys which in­
tersect the river bluffs, showing that 
these valleys existed before the Drift 
epoch. 

The upland region is quite hilly. 
Some of it is too broken for cultivacion, 
but the soil is excellent. As a fruit grow­
ing region, it is hardly surpassed by any 
~rtion of the state. Below the bluffs, 
in the river bottoms still being cultivat­
ed, crop production continues good to 
excellent. The hills in the county are a 
part of the Lincoln Hills section of the 
Ozark Plateau Province. They extend to 
the dividing lines between Pike and 
Adams counties. 

ne ridge running from north to 
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south forms a watershed sending rain­
fall to either the Mississippi or Illinois 
rivers. The ridge is rugged and broken 
by closely spaced valleys, called hollows. 
Generally, the valleys.of the Illinois and 
Mississippi are broad and deeply allu­
viated. 

At the south end of Calhoun County 
there are bedrock formations along the 
Cap au Gris faulted flexure. The fault 
begins near the West Point (Winfield) 
Ferry Landing and runs along a line 
just north of Brussels. The rocks south 
of the line "dip steeply southward and 
are broken by fractures." 

The highest elevation in the county 
is in Sections I 6 and 21 of Township 11 
South, Range 2 West. The elevation 
there is a little over 820 feet above sea 
level. The low point is 420 feet at the 
junction of the Illinois and Mississippi 
rivers, 

In addition, there are a number of 
intereSting prairies along the bluffs. 
Among them are Clendenny Hill Prai­
rie and Swames Hill Prairie. (See Evers, 
01, June-July, 1969.) 

llivERs, STREAMS AND LAKES 

Fifty- six miles of the Mississippi 
River and the last 37 miles of the Illinois 
How along (;alhmm's borders. Lock and 
Dam Numbers 24 and 25 are located 
along the Mississippi on the county's 
western boundary. There are· 14 lakes of 

note with Swan Lake (2345 acres) being 
the largest It is located on the Illinois 
River 2½ miles north and 1 mile east 
of Brussels. Prairie Pond located 2 miles 
northwest of Batchtown has 411 acres 
and Fuller Lake, j,ust north of Swan 
Lake, is the third largest with 150 acres. 
Two 21-acre lakei Coon and No Name,. 
are 4½ miles east of Brussels, while 
Po41man Lake (95 acres), Chickahom­
iny· Lake (56) acres), Clear Lake (70 
acres), Silver Lake ( 40 acres) and Saw 
Mill Slough (32 acres) are situated in 
the same area. Long Lake, (31 acres) is 
l½ miles northwest of Batchtown. Royal 
Lake (68 acres) is four to five miles 
east of Brussels. Also in the area of 
Swan Lake is 80-acre Beaver Pond, In 
the northwest comer of the county is 
located Dolman Pond, Emoritt Lake and 
Merida Lake. 

In addition, a number of small lakes 
are found in the bottomland surrounding 
the county. Their names are Taylor, 
Bundy, Hamilton, Sutter, Watson, 
Bailey, Pecan, Twin Ponds, and Round 
Pond. A number of less significant 
sloughs are found on both the Illinois 
and Mississippi rivers. 

A number of minor streams work 
their ways down from the ridge to the 
Mississippi and Illinois rivers. They are 
Panther, Crooked, Crawford, Silver, 
Crater, West Point, Turner, Spring, Bee, 
Fox, Indian and Metz creeks. Bav Creek 
and the Sny, a Corps of Engine:rs levee 
which controls Rood waters for 14 miles 
along the Mississippi, are also located in 
the northwest corner of the county. 

The Mississippi and Illinois have dis­
rupted Calhoun residents on occasion 
since the first recorded Hood which 
reached an unofficial level of 436.5 feet 
above sea level on June 27, 1844. There 
were great Hoods in 1785 and lesser ones 
thereafter, but 1844 seems to be one that 
caught everyone's attention. The St. 
Louis Democrat estimated that in the 
Missouri - Mississippi basins "6,000 
square miles, or 3,840,000 acres of land" 
normally high and dry were under 
water. 

The Corps of Engineers established a 
gauge at Hardin in November, 1878. 
It noted a record low of 407.33 feet on 
October 7, 1879; a high of 421.23 the 
following June 30; and was abandoned 
the same day. While records were not 
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being kept May 19, 1892 seei,ns to have 
been the highest reading. Since Febru­
ary, 1932, when the gauge was re-estab­
lished, the river approached the 1844 
high on several occasions. In May, 1943, 
it recorded 434.8 feet. Again in May, a 
year later, the record showed 433.9, that 
being the high until 1973. There were 
high waters in 1947, 1948, 1951, 1960, 
and 1969, when the gauge showed 431.5 
feet. On April 29, 1973 the high water 
mark was recorded at 438.2 feet, estab­
lishing a new official · record Hood. The 
low level in the Illinois has seldom 
fallen below 418 feet since the construc­
tion of the Alton Lock and Dam No. 26. 

CLIMA'rE 

\Vith a modified continental climate, 
Calhoun winters are brisk and stimulat­
ing, but seldom severe, Weather records 
from the St. Louis Weather Service lo­
cated about 20-25 miles southeast, indi­
cate that temperatures drop to zero or 
below an average of two or three days 
each year. Maximum temperature$ re­
main as cold as 32 • F. or lower less than 
20 to 25 days in most years. The all­
time record low was probably during 
1864 when the thermometers recorded 
-23° F. Snowfall of one inch or more is 
received between 5 to 10 days during 
most winters, but in 1931-32 less than 
one inch fell. The greatest snowfall was 
recorded during the winter of 1911-12 
when 67.6 inches blanketed the area. 

Maximum temperatures of 90° F. or 
higher occur an average of 35 to 40 
days each year and the highest tempera­
ture was probably on July 14, 1954 
when the thermometers climbed to a 
SV\'eltering 115° F. About 12 inches of 
rainfall is recorded during the months 
of April to June, with 40 to 50 days of 
thunderstorms. The three win t er 
months are the driest and 35 inches of 
precipitation fall annually. During 1858, 
however, the maximum of 68.83 was re­
corded and 1953 was parched, with only 
20.59 inches. 

Between the last freeze of spring and 
first of fall,.there are normally 190 days. 
The average dates of last and first frost 
are April 15 and October 20, although 
May 10 marked the last frost once and 
September 28, the earliest. 
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SOILS AND MINERALS· 

Near Golden Eagle as early as 1840 
a coal mining operation began. By the 
I860's, Williams' Mine in Section I, 
Township 14, Range 2 West, about a 
mile from the Golden Eagle Ferry, was 
operating. It is the only mine worked to 
any extent. The coal at the south end of 
Calhoun is considered to be No. 2 and 
probably averages 24-30 inches thick. It 
appears, however, to thin eastward and 
northward. There is no coal production 
at present, nods there oil production. 

Niagara limestone appears along the 
river bluffs on the west side of the coun­
ty from Hamburg to Gilead, then moves 
away from the river. South of Hardin, 
there is some Hamilton limestone and 
below the Cap au Gris fault, there is 
St. Louis limestone. St. Peters sandstone 
is exposed at the Cap au Gris bluff at 
West Point. Generally, however, stone 
production is for crushed and broken 
stone for road surfacing and concrete 
construction, Five excellent varieties of 
clay strata were once used in the pro­
duction of pressed bricks just up the 
Mississippi .from the Golden Eagle 
Ferry, but the operation ceased shortly 
after the turn of the century. 

The bottomlands along the rivers are 
of dark and light colored bottom and 
terrace soils with medium to very fine 
textured subsoils that are moderately to 
very slowly permeable. Their productiv-

ity varies from high to. low. In the hills, 
the soils are light-colored with medium­
textured, moderately permeable sub­
soils. Productivity there is generally 
considered medium. 

The entire ~ounty was originally 
heavily timbered. All of the uplands and 
a portion of the bottoms were covered 
with the usual varieties of trees. Oak, 
hickory, linden, elm, hackberry, sugar • 
maple, black and white walnut and 
honey locust were most prevalent in 
the uplands. In the bottoms, there were ~ 
cottonwood, sycamore, ash, soft maple, 
coffeenut, hornbeam, pecan, willow and 
a variety of others. 

A few years ago (See OI, June-July, 
1969.) dwarf hackberry, red cedar, per­
simmon, pawpaw, dogwood, sassafras 
and other trees were found. In addition, 
along the cliffs, there was Drummond's 
goldenrod, alumroot, cliff brake, and lip 
fern. There was New Jersey tea, Ameri­
can feverfew, lead plant, and slender 
bush clover, Of the prairie grasses noted, 
there were big. and little bluestem, In­
dian grass, puccoon, purple prairie clo­
ver and purple cone8ower. 

All the favorite . mushrooms appear 
like magic toward the end of April and 
the annual enemies, poison oak and 
poison ivy, continued to stand guard 
over the hills and hollows. 

VIEW FROM a plowed field about seven miles south of Hardin 
on the Brussels Road shows the bluff line. 
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ANiMAL LIFE 

Most varieties of ducks invade Cal­
houn County annually and some stay 
the year-round. It is not uncommon to 
see mallards and wood ducks at any 
time of the year. Snow, blue, and Can­
ada geese arrive first in the greatest 
abundance on their annual migrations 
and feed in the Mark Twain Refuge. 
Occasionally deer are seen capering 
about and it is not unusual for a soaring 
eagle to attract attention. Foxes and 
coy-dogs utilize the county as a refuge 
and all the u~al southern Illinois 
snakes may be found. 

Many of the pioneers to the county 
left their observations: 

There were "wildcats, few pan­
thers, squirrel, coons, turkey, geese, 
swan, duck, and quail by the thous­
ands. I saw 25 deer in one drave:" 

-Francis Marshall-1830's 

"Deer, bears, wolves and wild 
turkeys were plentiful and o~en 
passed by the cabin so that ( my 
father) could take the chinking 
from the wall of his dwelling and 
shoot a turkey with his old flint­
lock gun." 

-C11arles C. Squier-1833 

"\Vild hoR,s were numerous and 
1•ery fat in t11e fall. HT olves came 
into t11e door yards, sometimes as 
many as ttrelve or fifteen at a time." 

-Anonymous-1837 
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'Wild game was abundant here 
and some of the more savage ani­
mals still lingered in the wilds 
making it dangerous to be out after 
nightfall." 

-Bradford P. Gresham-1845 

"Deer, wild turkeys and panthers 
were numerous, 'and most of the 
people paid more or less attention 
to hunting." 

-Sarah Herron Byrd-c. 1850 

Drum, bluegill, catfish, crappie, and 
sauger are among the fish caught in the 
Mississippi River and the Illinois and 
its lakes yield carp, drum, channel cat­
fish, black and white crappie, white 
bass, bluegill and warmouth. Other va­
rieties of fish are taken from the nu­
merous private ponds in Calhoun 
County. 

LIFE AND WORK 
OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PEOPLE 

Calhoun County had its greatest pop­
ulation during 1900. There were 8,917 
residents scattered through the hills and 
hollows, with 494 in Hardin, 360 in 
Batchtown, 330 in Kampsville, 308 in 
Hamburg and 270 in Brussels. Follow­
ing that census year, there has been a 
stead~ decline, with the exception of the 
depression years when the 1940 count 
showe_d an increase over 1930 of nearly 
200. By 1960, the population had drop­
ped to 5,933 and one estimate says the 

1980 census will find only 5,000 inhabi­
tants in the county, 

The State of Illinois shows 34% of 
its population under 18 years of age 
and 9.8% over 65. Calhoun County has 
only 31.8% of its population .under 18, 
while the over-65 group represents 
16.8%. 

There are 22 people per square mile, 
ma~ing Calhoun one of the five least 
populous counties in Illinois. (Illinois 
population per square mile is about 
156.) 

While 3,631 inhabitant~ live in rural 
areas, the largest village is the county 
;eat at Hardin, with 1,035 residents. The 
next four villages in order of population 
are Kampsville ( 439), Batchtown (217), 
B-russels (191), and Hamburg (162), 
making a county total for 1970 of 5,675. 

INDUSTRY 

"Cordwood on the Bank a Legal 
Tender" announced the signs along the 
Illinois and Mississippi rivers during the 
19th Century in Calhoun County. 
Wood was Calhoun's first industry. 
Until steamboats began using coal, wood 
was a most important product. Mills for 
grinding grain were established early. 
John Shaw had a horse-powered mill at 
Coles Grove. John Metz established a • 
horse-powered mill at Brussels in 1828 
and about the same year, on a creek 
called Muddy, a Mr. Gilman built a 
water-powered mill. Others were built 
is the need arose. 

Industry resulting from apples also 
had its beginnings at an early date. By 

• the 1880's, there were cider mills and 
Herman Schulze and his sons, Fred, 
August, and Albert, had founded a 
nursery in south Calhoun, calling it the 
Golden Eagle Nursery. Some say it was 
the oldest "Whole-Root Process Nurs­
ery" in the United States. The nursery 
remained in operation for nearly three­
quarters of a century. Haug's Cider Mill 
continues to turn out barrels of cider 
each season. 

In addition, there were plants proces­
sing fruit. At the turn of the century, 
the. Hamburg Canning Company em­
plo~,ed 50 persons. Graham's Evaporat­
ing Plant dried 1400 cases of fruit 
during 1901. 

The rivers also provided for some in­
dustry. Shelling, the gathering of mus-

Ouroooa Iu.mou 

"Not the Biggest - Just the Friendliest" 

OP'EN 8:30 - 2:30 MON. - FRI. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Ha.le 

A River Town Tradition ... 

Hale's Place 
Family-style dining in historic, 
scenic Grand Tower, on the 
Mississippi River in southern 

Illinois. 

Reservations, Dial 618/565-8384 

JuNB -JuLY, 1975 

MEMBER FDIC 

8:30 - 12:00 S.AT. 

GRAIN BANKING 

CUSTOM GRINDING AND MIXING 

FARM SUPPLIES 

FERTIUZER 

PHONE 883-2350 

MEPPEN, ILLINOIS 

Outdoor Adventures 
... begin at Campfitters. The Midwest's largest 
stock of wilderness and family camping equipment. 
Full line of mountain climbing, kayak, and canoe 
gear. Cross-country ski specialists. We rent and 
service equipment, too. 

Page 25 



REAL ESTATE 
• RESIDENTIA'L • FARM • COMMERCIAL 

Page26 

Calhoun County's Oldest Real Estate · Firm 

Jo-An Corbett 

Compliments 
Of 

And 

HAUG CIDER Ml1LL 
GOLDEN EAGLE, ILL. 

"TWO OF THE OLDEST 

BUSINESSES IN 

SOUTH CALHOUN COUNTY" 

[B 
REALTOR® 

a IE:111~ 

GOLDEN EAGLE FER·RY 
Paddle Wheel Boat 

"Serving Calhoun County Over 50 Years" 

PHONE 618/2217 
618/883-2596 

BOX 64 

GOlD!N EAGLE, Ill. 62036 

For extra copies of this issue 
of Outdoor Illinois, contad: 

Stephanie Haug. Agent 
Golden Eagle, Illinois 

OtrTDQOR !LuNOIS 

sels for sale and manufacture into but­
tons and for the diet of laying hens, 
Aourished for a time. Commercial fish­
ing provided a good living for some. In 
1897, for example, 7,252,811 pounds of 
fish were shipped from Calhoun and 
neighboring Grafton and Pearl. Includ­
ed in this figure were 120,000 Pounds 
of buffalo and 75,000 Pounds of white 
perch. The net value was placed at 
$208,687.22. A 1905 count showed 1,20 
barrels of fish being shopped from 
Kampsville during one day. 

A lime kiln operated by Melchoir 
Nold in the latter part of the 19th Cen­
tury turned out lime for the south end 
for some years. The Thomas Pressed 
Brick Company operated at Winne­
burg for about 25 years. It was "one of 
the most valuable plants for the manu­
facture of pr•!ssed brick in the United 
States.'' There were 36 kilns and they 
once produced 80,000 bricks per day. 
They mined their own coal and gener­
ated gas to bum the brick, "the only 
firm in the United States" to do that in 
the I880's. A fireclay deposit, red shale, 
and some coal provided the raw mater­
ials for a successful operation. There 
were six distinct varieties of clay. About 
200 persons lived in the 100 houses at 
the site. The company town also sPort­
ed a hotel, a post office. and several other 
buildings. 

AGRICULTURE 

\Vorthen wrote in 1882, "Calhoun 
county has been entirely under-estimat­
ed as to its value as an agricultural re­
gion, and when its uplands are planted 
with orchards and vineyards, and its 
rich alluvial bottoms are covered with 
the cereals to which they are adapted, 
it will compare favorably, in the am­
ount and variety of its annual produc­
tions, with the most favored Portions of 
the State.'' 

Already, as early as 1819, according 
to most, Ebenezer Smith planted an or­
chard south of Hardin. That began the 
apple's role in Calhoun's agricultural 
history. By 1831, Martin Williams, a 
noted horticulturist from Stokes County, 
North Carolina, settled south of Brus­
sels in the Golden Eagle area. Williams' 
orchard contained 5000 apple trees, 3,-
000 peach trees and 1000 pear trees. He 
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shipped his fruit from the old Fruitland 
Landing. 

Other early orchard planters mention­
ed are Dan Wurtz of Richland County, 
Ohio and Tom Andrews and Herman 
Schulze. In 1834 at Panther Creek, a 
Mr. Peacock had 30 acres set out in 
orchard. Doubtless, there were others. 

By 1874, a Calhoun newspaper re­
Ported ten men with net worths of over 
one-quarter million dollars, due mostly 
to agriculture. There was, from Point 
Precinct, Ernest Meyer, Conrad Witt­
mond anq Frederick Kinder. Martin 
Williams was also listed among them. 
From the Mozier area, John Foiles was 
on the list. Michael A. Kamp, Philip 
Amott, and James Foiles from Kamps­
ville and Thomas S. Jennings from Bel­
leview Precinct were listed among the 
county's wealthiest men. And so was 
Asher G. Squiers of Hardin. 

The apple continued its role of im­
Pottance. The Samuel J. Merida Com­
pany shipped 18,000 barrels (3 bushels 
per barrel) from Mozier Landing in 
1890. Other landings did even more 
apple shipping business. By 1900, "the 
name of Calhoun County was known 
all over the Middle West and Calhoun 
apples had become the favorite dessert 
of millions.'' 

The apples in Calhoun had a differ­
ent Aavor and the reputation spread. In 
the ten years preceding the Great De­
pression, 422,000 barrels were shipped-
36.6% of all Illinois apple production. 

This was accomplished with over ½ 
million apple trees, double the amount 
in any other county and nearly 10 per 
cent of all the trees in the state of Illi­
nois. 

By 1964, there were only 87,000 
trees, but improved husbandry brought 
higher yields taking up some of the loss. 
Figures for 1972 show further reduc­
tion to 32,378 apple trees. During 1972 
there were 32,435 peach trees. 

In 1972, Calhoun farms produced 1,-
567,400 bushels of com; 255,100 bushels 
of soybeans; 111,200 bushels of wheat; 
and 9,500 bushels of oats. 

Forty-four thousand laying hens, 200 
milk cows, 1000 sheep, and 12,000 cat­
tle were on Calhoun farms during 
1973. There were 11,400 sows farrow­
ed and 76,000 pigs saved, 

MINING 

Coal mining, as stated above, existed 
in Calhoun County for a time. There 
was some thought about the mining of 
gold at one time, but considerable capi­
tal and labor proved the project a 
dream. Up the Mississippi from the 
Golden Eagle Ferry, there has been a ., 
quarrying operation for some years. At. 
present it is owned by the Westlake 
Quarry Company. The Calhoun Quarry 
Company in Batchtown is still in oper­
ation. 

TRANSPORTATION 

Calhoun's borders, the Illinois and 
Mississippi rivers, claim the title as 

A W A_GON Z?~ of apples "in the good old days"-if you didn't 
have the 30b of lifting the ba1Tels. • 
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among the Midwest's oldest routes trav­
eled by man. Probably the first land 
route in the county was that traveled by 
Royal and Chesley Twichell in 1823. It 
was the post road from Coles Grove to 
Atlas (l~ter extended to Quincy and 
points north and the Twichell's noted 
settlements five miles south of Bay 
Creek, five miles south of Atlas, and at 
Atlas C'eight or nine houses"). 

Early travelers on the river used keel­
boats and flatboats to get to Calhoun 
County, and some came by canoe. Later, 
the steamboat became the chief mode of 
transportation. (See Ol, Underwood, 
February, 1975.) 

For land travelers, it was necessary to 
cross either the Illinois or the Missis­
sippi into Calhoun County, a virtual 
peninsula. At Milan • afong the Missis­
sippi at Calhoun's southeast edge, John 
Bolter ,. ran .an early ferry. Ebenezer 
Smith operated a ferry across the Illinois 
River south of Hardin in 1819 or 1820 .. 
Bushnell's at present Kampsville had an 
early beginning as did Abner Young's 
Clarksville Ferry (September 1825). 
There was an early ferry across the 
Illinois operated by a Mr. Jones and 
Samuel Hill started an operation at 
Newport, six miles north of Kampsville 
in March 1825. Several ferries have op­
erated in the vicinity of the present 
Brussels Free Ferry. The first was prob­
ably the Jacques Ferry. It was in opera-

tion in 1825 and some say, probably be­
fore that time. 

Two free ferries now operate in Cal­
houn. One is at Kampsville. Private op­
eration ceased at Kampsville on Wed­
nesday, October 1, 1841. The State of' 
Illinois now owns and operates the 
Kampsville and Brussels ferries. The 
Brussels Ferry dates its state ownership 
from 1960. Both ferries are well travel­
ed, with both carrying hundreds cf 
thousands of automobiles each year. 

Three other ferries, Hamburg, Win­
field (West Point), and the Golden 
Eagle, all privately owned, still operate 
across the Mississippi. All are on or ne'• 
the sites of pioneer ferry operations. The 
Golden Golden Eagle is the only paddle­
wheeled ferry operating in Calhoun or 
on the Mississippi River, according to 
available information. 

Ferries at Hardin operated until the 
dedication of the Joe Page Bridge on 
July 23, 1931. The bridge, the first on 
the Illinois from its mouth and the only 
one for nearly 60 miles, is 1, 728 feet 
long with a lift span that measures 308 
feet, nine inch~. (See Susan M. Sie­
mer, "Once the World's Largest Li~ 
Bridge," Ol, April 1973.) 

According to the Calhoun Republican, 
dated November 6, 1902, Attorney F. A. 
Whiteside and David Pearson of Carroll­
ton came "whizzing into the county seat 
last Thursday on the wings of the 20th 

BACON, SAUSAGE, and ham - all near Meppen at the 
turn of the century butchering time. Similar sceiies may still be 
seen in season in Calhoun County. 
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Century!' They were in W'hiteside's 
new automobile, "it being the first of 
its kirid to invade the Kingdom." And 
by 1910, there were three auto owners 
in the county. Charles Fester, Sr., Char­
les, Jr., and Fred were the proud owners 
of a 1909 Reo, Model D Touring Car. 
Its cost: $1125. 

Today, the State of Illinois main­
tains two highways in Calhoun County, 
neither of them running from one en -' 
of the county to the other, making Cal­
houn the only county in Illinois in that 
unenviable position. About 17 or 18 
miles of Route 100 runs from the bridge 
at Hardin to its exit prnnt due north 
near Bee Creek in Pike County. About 
16 miles of Route 96 runs west from 
Kampsville to near Mozier, then turns 
northwest to exit into Pike County. 

Ever since the early 1800's when talk 
of a canal to shorten the distance be­
tween the Mississippi and Illinois rivers 
at Lead Hollow was voiced, Calhoun 
residents have listened to promises of 
improved transportation. The only rail­
road tracks in Calhoun were those use:1 
within the Thomas Pressed Brick Com­
pany plant in south Calhoun at the tum 
of the century. In the 1890'5s Calhoun 
residents were told that the Litchfield, 
Carrollton & Western Railroad would 
cross the county. Then it was the Jack­
sonville Southeastern Railroad that was 
to enter over a new $150,000 bridge at 
Kampsville. The Panic of 1893 stopped 
that talk and Calhoun residents hung 
their hopes on the Quincy, Southeastern 
Electric Railway Company. The Cal­
houn Republican reported on October 
31, 1901, '"The Quincy-Hardin Electric 
Road Considered a Certainty ... It has 
not arrived yet. 

Talk of a bridge across the Illinois or 
the Mississippi at the south end of the 
county becomes popular every few 
years. Better roads occupy the thoughts 
of most · residents constantly and state 
politicians intermittently. About every 
other year-election year, according to 
one resident, a road bill for Calhoun is 
introduced in the Illinois General As­
sembly. Jt has been promised again re­
cently. 

Air shows visited the county when 
that sort of spectacle was popular. One 
near Batchtown strikes the minds of 

Otrn>ooa lu.IN01s 

most modem-day residents. The Mark 
Twain Federal Wildlife Refuge main­
tains the county's only airstrip at present. 

COMMUNICATION 

Sometime in April, 1861, Editor Jo­
siah Woodward got out the first edition 
of the Calhoun County Union. Prob­
ably before the closing guns of the 
Civil War, the paper died. By 1870, the 
Calhoun Independent was published 
and 1871 saw a Republican newspaper, 
the Calhoun County Democrat, go to 
press. By 1876, Albert G. Ansell's paper 
went the way of the old Union. 

"The Kingdom's Pioneer Publication," 
the Calhoun Herald, appeared in April 
1872. For a short time it was called the 
Calhoun Herald-Times, but over its 103 
years it has been the Herald to most 
readers. John Lammy was its first edi­
tor. He was followed a year later by Dr. 
P. C. Barry. Argust and Greathouse, the 
next editors, were followed by James 
McNabb, T. J. Selby, John D. Rose, H. 
M. Cornick, and Charles Lamar. Cor­
nick bought the paper again in 1901, 
but Charles Lamar was back at the 
helm two years later. The paper stayed 
in the Lamar family's hands until 1961 
when it was purchased by Carl Witt­
mond's Publishing Company. The cur­
rent editor at Hardin is Elois G. Simon. 
It is a weekly publication. 

During the years of the Herald, other 
papers grew and some died. From 
1894 to 1898, Thomas D. Bare edited 
the Calhoun Leader. The Calhoun Pilot 
at Batchtown existed fo~ a time under 
the editorship of John J. Smith. The 
Kampsville Enterprise died in 1902. 
And there were others. 

At Hardin on October 24, 1901, 
George B. Childs and Thomas D. Bare 
got out the first edition of the Calhoun 
Republican. Bare edited the paper by 
himself from 1902 until 1910. A syndi­
cate bought the paper then and Charles 
Temple became the editor. Temple 
stayed on until the paper was sold to 
C. C. Campbell and A. B. Greathouse 
in 1915. With a new name, the Cal­
houn _News made its first appearance 
April l, 1915. 

The News was a success and in 1936 
Greathouse sold his interest to C. C . 
Campbell. Campbell's son, James F. 
Campbell, followed his father and to-
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THE GOLDEN Eagle Ferry, only paddle-wheel ferryboat on 
the Mississippi, is t!he shortest route from Calhoun to St. Charles 
and St. Louis. 

day, the paper that boasts "Guaranteed 
Biggest Paid Circulation in Calhoun 
County" is edited by James F. Camir 
bell's son, Bruce Campbell. The News 
appears weekly. 

There are no radio or TV stations in 
Calhoun County, but the television out­
lets from ABC, CBS, NBC, and NET 
in St. Louis and Quincy serve the area. 
Listeners may hear Calhoun County 
news several times daily over WJBM 
(FM-AM) Jerseyville. 

A telephone rang in Calhoun County 
sometime before 1900 and during 1901, 
the Calhoun County Telephone Com· 
pany replaced the older system. There 
was a Fam1er's Telephone Company 
during this same period, but it was out­
distanced after the Calhoun County 
Telephone Company connected with the 
Bell Telephone Company in 1902. 

EoucATION 
The first school in Calhoun County 

was probably much like that described 
by Charles Squiers, an early settler. 
Squiers "attended school in a rude prim­
itive building with a puncheon Hoor 
and heated by an old-fashioned fire­
place, furnished with slabs for seats and 
a board across the end of the room for 
a desk on which the larger scholars 
practiced their writing. The schools 
were taught on the subscription plan 
and the teacher 'boarded around' among 

the parents of the pupils. To use a com­
mon phrase, he 'boarded the longest 
where the Pot boiled the strongest.' 
Most agree that either the Bethel (Gil­
man or Muddy Creek) School or the 
Point Pleasant School were the oldest. 
John McDonald, perhaps the' country's 
first teacher, taught at Point Pleasant 
in 1829. 

But the modem era of education was 
coming. By 1852, the School Copunis­
sioner's rePort showed 18 schools-in the 
county with 440 pupils. Of the 18 
teachers, 15 were men and they -taught 
an average of three months per year. 

The oldest remaining school building 
in Calhoun County is 112 years old, 
but has been used as a storage shed 
since 1941 when four saddened students 
got word they would have to go to 
school somewhere else. Known as the 
Little Rock School. it stands one mile 
south of the unincorporated village of 
Meppen. 

From the thirty-seven school districts 
of just over a quarter-century ago, Cal­
houn students attend school in three 
public school districts and two private 
schools. 

There were 1,009 students in public 
schools during the 1974-75 school year. 
Total breakdown of pupils, by grades, 
was: kindergarten, 71; first, 60; second, 
51; third, 57; fourth, 60; fifth, 62; sixth, 
70; seventh, 89; eighth, 73; ninth, 108; 
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tenth, 104; eleventh, 109; twelfth, 96. 
in addition, three are 15 primary Spe­
cial Education students. 

Previously, parochial schools were 
maintained at Kampsville and Meppen, 
but only two remain. Calhoun County's 
private schools are Catholic and located 
at Hardin (St. Norbert's) and Brussels 
(St. Mary's). In these schools, the pupil 
breakdown is as follows: first, 42; sec-
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ond, 32; third, 44; fourth, 42; fifth, 39; 
sixth, 37; seventh, 32; eighth, 33. St. 
Mary's has the largest enrollment with 
172 students for the 1974-75 school year, 
while St. Norbert's has 129. 

The two county high schools at Brus­
sels and Hardin date from the 1930's, 
with Brussels graduating the first four­
year high school seniors in the county 
in 1934. James A. Ringhausen is Cal-

houn Unit District superintendent and 
Anthony L. Siemer is superintendent of 
the Brussels dual-unit district. Chester 
E. Knight is Superint~ndent, Educa• 
tional Service Region for Calhoun 
County, having held that position since 
1963. Due to state reorganization poli.: 
des, the office will cease to exist after 
106 years and be joined with Jersey 
County during 1975. 

Calhoun County is a part of the 
Lewis a.ncl Clark Community Coll~e 
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Map of Calhoun County 
from 1875 Atlas of 
Illinois 

Special Education District. 

IMPORT ANT PERSONS 
IN THE COUNTY 

MICHAEL A. KAMP. Born in Bavaria 
to John and Magdalena Kamp August 
21, 1829, Kamp was twenty-four years 
old and a veteran of the Bavarian Army 
during the Revolution of · 1849 before 
coming to the United States, At St. 
Louis in April, 1861, he joined Com­
panyD of the Fourth Missouri Reserve 
Corps and later Company F of the 
Missouri Militia Regiment. Resigning 
as a Captain in 1863, Kamp came to 
Calhoun County. The village of Kamps­
ville is named for him. When the coun­
ty's first bank, the Bank of Calhoun 
County, opened its doors on Wedne-9-
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day, February 22, 1899, Kamp was its 
president and continued in that posi­
tion for 24 years to his death November 
23, 1922. He also served twelve years 
as county commissioner and was prom­
inent in banking business throughout 
the area. 

BENJAMIN KECK. Many early resi­
dents of south Calhoun owe their edu­
cation to this native of Mercer County, 
Pennsylvania. Little is known of his 

past. He arrived at Grafton about 1849. 
Soon after, he was settled in the Deer 
Plain area of south Calhoun. He pur­
chased a small farm and for a time, 
lived with the Francis Marshall family. 
Still a bachelor when he died Saturday, 
December 16, 1871, Keck was buried in 
a cemetery overlooking Deer Plain val~ 
ley. In his will, Keck left, some say, a 
savings note worth about $8000 for 
schools, instruction and books. The in· 
terest was the only portion to be used. 
There was enough that Keck School No. 
I was built in 1888 and Keck No. 2 
in 1893. By 1902, the fund on interest 
had grown to $13,000. It was a number 
of years before residents of the "Keck 
school area" began paying school tax. 
Today, the principal remains and Brus­
sels-Richard Elementary School District 
receives semi-annual interest checks 
amounting to about $400 annually. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON SELBY. Calhoun 

JUNE!· JULY1 1975 

County's only United States Represen­
tative (1901-03) was born in Delaware 
County, Ohio on December 4, 1840. Ar~ 
riving in Illinois about 1860, Selby liv­
ed in' Jersey County and was sheriff 
there before becoming publisher of the 
Jersey County Democrat. After practic­
ing law, serving as county clerk, and as 
Mayor of Jerseyville, Selby moved to 
Hardin where he served as State's At­
torney from 1888 to 1900. It was at this 
time that he was elected to the U. S. 
House of Representatives. Following the 
one term in Congress, Selby returned 
to Hardin where he died March 10, 
1917. 

CALHOUN ARTISTS 
JOSEPH w. INGLE is fast gaining a ' 

state-wide reputation for his hobby of 
scuipting ,;apple dolls." This 72-year-old 
Batchtown farmer and cattleman was 
employed for over 50 years with the 
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RESIDENCE OF M.A. KAM P, KAMPSVI LLEJ LL._ 

Fruit and Vegetable Inspection Service 
of the federal government and State of 
Illinois. He was one of the Illinois 'divis· 
ions first employees. Using Golden De­
licious apples, lngle's unique art is an 
outgrowth of years of working with 
wood carvings, leathercraft, oil and pas­
tel painting. A native of Calhoun, Ingle 
carved his first apple doll in Chicago 
about 15 years ago. 

RoBERT FRANKLiN MORTLAND was 
born in Hardin, October 5, 1913. This 
former Calhoun County teacher was 
featured in a recent article in the Miami 
Herald entitled ''The Renaissance Man." 
Mortland taught in Hardin from 1933 
to 1959, hen moved with his wife, the 
former Eve Jane Foote, to Naples, 
Florida where he continued teaching to 
1973. As a nationally acclaimed photog­
rapher, Mortland's photos were exhibit­
ed in more than 50 museums and art 
galleries throughout the United States. 
In retirement, he occupies himself oil 
painting, cabinet making and wood 
sculpting. He has designed and made 
guitars "of outstanding tonal quality" 
and composed a number of hymns. 

CALHOUN MAJOR LEAGUERS 

Calhoun County has given the base­
ball major leagues two of its residents. 
As a boy, EDWARD JosEPH BAECHT re­
sided in south Calhoun with his father, 
a doctor. Baecht pitched for the Nation­
al League's Philadelphia Phillies, be2in­
ning in 1926. Wtih Philadelphia in 1927 
and 1928, he returned to the National 

Page 32 

League's Philadelphia Phillies, ~in­
ning in 1926. With Philadelphia in 
1927 and 1928, he returned to the Na­
tional League in l 93 l when traded 
to the Chicago Cubs. Following the 
1932 season, Baecht was out of the ma­
jor leagues until returning to pitch in 
three games for the St. Louis Browns 
during the 19'37 season. He finished 
with major league totals of 5 wins and 
6 losses and a 5.56 ERA. The 6'2", 195 
lb. pitcher was born in Strang, Okl~­
homa in 1907 and died at Grafton, Illi­
nois just across the river from Calhoun 
in August 1957. 

WILLIAM HENRY (FIDDLER B1LL) 
McGEE was born November 16, 1909 
and now resides a few miles south of 
Hardin, Illinois on his farm. His first 
major league appearance was a com­
plete game, three-hit shutout over the 
World Serie9--bound 1935 Chicago Cubs. 
The big 6' l", 215 lb., fireballing right­
hander was up annually with the St. 

• Louis Cardinals over the next five years. 

During 1938, McGee was the work­
horse of the Cardinals' pitching staff, 
finishing third in the National League 
in games pitched with 47. His best year, 
1940, saw McGee compile a 16-IO rec­
ord while Posting a 3.80 ERA. During 
1941, he was traded to the New York 
Giants for Paul Dean, brother of Dizzy 
Dean, and others. 

McGee retired from baseball after the 
1942 season. His overall pitching rec­
ord for eight years in the National Lea-

gue was 46 wins and 41 losses and a 
3. 7 4 ERA. Appearing in 197 games, Mc­
Gee struck out 340 batters and pitched 
nine shutouts. While with the Cardin· 
als, McGee played the fiddle-part in the 
combo called the Mud Cats made up 
of members of the famous Gas House 
Gang of the 1930's. Pepper Martin, the 
Wild Horse of the Osage, played the 
guitar and sang in the touring group. 

CALHOUN HISTORIANS 

BENJAMIN F. CHilDs probably com­
piled the first history of Calhoun Coun­
ty. His version appeared in an 1871 is­
sue of the Calhoun Democrat, Born in 
Roxbl!ry, Massachusetts, Childs was de­
scended from America's earliest settlers, 
those aboard the Mayflower. He arrived 
in Hardin, then called Terry's Landing, 
aboard the_ steamer Joe Davis in 1835. 
In 1836, Childs married Helen Brown, 
sister of one-time mayor of St. Louis, 
Toe Brown. Another brother of Mrs. 
Childs was George T. Brown, Sergeant­
at-Arms of the United States Senate 
from 1861 through 1869. Their two 
sons, Stephen and George B., both 
made names for themselves. Stephen, a 
Civil War captain, is buried in Alton 
beside his father, who died February 11, 
1872. George B. became Calhoun's first 
Republican sheriff and served in the 
Illinois General Assembly. 

JoHN LAMMY, born in County Ty­
rone in Ireland about 1840, was editor 
of the Calhoun Herald for its first edi­
tion and taught school in Calhoun 
County before becoming county sheriff. 
In 1876, at a centennial celebration, 
Lammy read his history of Calhoun~ 
Three years later in the July 3, 1879 
edition of the Calhoun Herald, the 
written text appeared. . Lammy never 
married and while sheriff, was shot and 
killed in the line of duty on Sunday, 
September 25, 1881. He is buried in 
Hardin Cemetery. 

GEORGE W. CARPENTER has written 
the only authoritative history of Cal­
houn County. The first edition appear­
ed in 1933 as a master's thesis and after 
revision was published in 1967. Now a 
retired school teacher, Carpenter served 
Calhoun County as County Superin­
tendent of School from 1943 to 1951. 
His history, Calhoun Is My Kingdom, 
contains 124 pages and is still available 
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for sale. Preparing a new history of CaL 
houn, Carpenter resides with his wife 
in the oldest house in the county (built 
1848), the former home of Calhoun's 
first historian Benjamin F. Childs. 

Through the efforts of Carpenter and 
several other interested Calhoun citizens 
the Calhoun County Historical Society 
has, within the year, been formed. Their 
initial project has been to reprint for 
sale a rare volume dealing with Cal­
houn's past, Portrait and Biographical 
Album of Pike and Calhoun Counties, 
Illinois, 1891. 

CALHOUN POLITICIANS 
In state politics, Republican THOMAS 

D. BARE served in the Illinois Senate 
from 1905 to 1908. JoHN SHAW was, 
of course, involved in state politics, but 
during the period when Calhoun was 
still part of Pike County. From • 1840 
through 1846, JoHN McDONALD served 
in the Illinois House. After McDonald's 
death, it was 1849 before GEORGE PAT­
TISON (1849-50) gave Caihoun its sec­
ond state representative. Pattison was 
followed by WILLIAM D. HAMILTON 
(1851-52), the contractor who built the 
county jail. 

HENRY B. BucHANAN (1853-54) serv­
ed next, but it was 1859 before FRANCIS 
P. RusH (1859-60) gave Calhoun rep­
resentation again. The earlier John Mc­
Donald's son, JoHN MoDoNALD, was 
elected and served during 1865--66. 
THOMAS B. FuLLER (1869-70) was the­
next to occupy a seat. Then STEPHEN G. 
LEWIS (1873-74) began a string of Cal­
houn House representatives not broken 
until 1894. Lewis was followed by Jo­
SEPH s. HARVEY (1875-76), B. J. HALL 
(1877-78), }AMES H. PLEASANTS (1879-
B()Q, and FRANCIS M. GREAmousE 
(1883-84), who resigned before serving 
his full term. 

PETER C. BARRY (1885-86) and JoHN 
McNABB (1887-88) served next. JoHN 
MoDoNALD returned to office with 
GEORGE B. CHILDs, but Childs did not 
serve his full term and the representa­
tive that followed them,' ERNEST MEYER 
(1891-93) of Deer Plain died in office 
May 11, 1893. 

Meyer's second term was completed 
by former County Judge WILLIAM 
MORTLAND, who took the seat June 19, 
1893. CHARI.Es L. Woon (1897-98) 
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managed to win election in 1896, as did 
GEORGE L, AnERTON (1901-02) in 
1900, but the 1901 redistricting added 
Adams County to the Senate and House 
districts and it was not until 1954 that 
CARL H. W1TTMOND of Brussels, and 
present publisher of the Calhoun Her­
ald, could break the Adams County 
domination. ,Vittrnond served from 
1955 to . 1966 before suffering defeat. 
Only JERRY CORBETT of Hardin has 
managed election since. Corbett ( 1969-
72) was elected to two terms, but lost an 
Illinois Senate race in 1972. 

OTHERS 

FLORENCE CRANE, authoress of a Ran­
dom House publication, Gypsy Secret, 
that appeared in 1957 and was re-issued 
in 1963 in paperback by Grosset and 
Dunlap, lived for a time in north Cal­
houn County and attended high school 
in Hardin. Her book was a Literary 
Guild Selection. Mrs. Crane continues 
to write and now resides with her hus­
band in southern Missouri. 

EDNA FERBER, authoress of So Big 
(1924), Show Boat (1926), Cimarron 
(1929), Giant (1952) and numerous 
other writings, visited the home of the 
late Albert and Robert Meyer, sons of 
former State Representative Ernest 
Mever. In her novel Show Boat, Ferber 
wr~te of the sinking of a steamboat near 
Hardin. 

James Gray, brother of HAROLD GRAY, 
the originator of the popular comic strip 
"Little Orphan Annie," attended St. 

John's Lutheran School in Kampsville 
prior to its closing in 1914 or 1915. 

Veteran race driver BILL PETER­
BAUGH, formerly of north Calhoun an­
nually competes on the USAC Racing 
circuit and has been entered on several 
occasions-including 1975-for the In­
dianapolis 500 time trials. 

CITIES, TOWNS, AND VILLAGES 

Several Calhoun settlements no long­
er mark the map. There are, however, 
many residents who remember and rec­
ognize some as imPortant sites. A few 
were: Asbury, Beeman's Ferry, Big Is­
land, Bissell, Byerton, Conrad, Daisy, 
Great Salt Spring, Guilford, Krites­
ville, Maynardsville, Monterey, Oak­
grove, Pegram's Ferry, Philadelphia, 
Rose Dale, Salt Prairie, Summit Grove 
and Twichell's Landing. 

There were others too that had brief 
prominence and were called home by 
early settlers. Some will be mentioned 
below. 

BATCHTOWN. The 1970 population of 
this incorparated village was down from 
the 248 inhabitants living there in 1960. 
Formerly the village was known as Rich­
woods, "Sam White's", and Batchelder­
ville)after William Batchelder, an early 
merchant. On November 26, 1879 when 
the post office opened, the name became 
Batchtown. By 1880, there were several 
stores and shops. The Grand Army of 
the Republic opened a post and the first 
Batchtown Methodist Church had been 
cffistructed. Thomas J. D~uglas, John 

M. A. KAMP HOUSE still stands in Kampsville. It was r~­
modeled in 1923 and again by the present owners. It was built in 
1883. 
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THE APPLE SHED, a unique restoorant and night club at 
Batchtown, was once a packing plant for processing Calhoun apples 
for market. It is an excellent place to eat. 

Lowe, Robert C. Beaty, D. D. Cockrell, 
Justus Franke, William H. Smith, and 
A. C. Wilson were early citizens. 

Presently, the 217 residents support 
an automobile dealership, insurance 
agency, and several other service busi­
nesses. Located nearby is one of the 
area's leading dining and dancing spots, 
the Apple Shed, an excellent place to 
eat. 

BEECHVILLE. From 1879 until 1916, 
this tiny settlement about three miles 
south of Batchtown had a post office. A 
collection of houses marks the site nam. 
ed for a Mr. Beech who owned a nearby 
landing for several years. After the E~ 
enezer Methodist Church west of Brus­
sels burned in 1889, the congregation 
built its next church at Beechville. From 
1913 to 1927, the church thrived. In 
1927, the building was sold and moved. 
Use as a shed caused it to collapse in 
1970. 

BELLEVIEW. Less than fifty residents 
reside in this unincorporated village 4 
to 5 miles north of Mozier <?J1 Illinois 
Route 96. A pest office was opened on 
January 2, 1829 and operated until May 
1, 1852. Just over two months later, it 
was re-established and existed until 
1975, when it was again closed. A 
Catholic Church dating from 1900; the 
Belleview Methodist Church, establish­
ed in 1869 with a new building in 1893; 
and the Belleview Church of Christ, es. 
tablished in 1920, all have served this 
community in Belleview Hollow. A new 
Inter - Denominational Community 
Church was dedicated ten years ago. In-
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strumental in the organization and build­
ing of Belleview's latest church were 
Cleve Long, Allie Suhling and Floyd 
Freesmeyers, Sr. and his son. 

Today, a church at the mouth of the 
hollow stands watch over several houses 
on both sides of tl1e road that splits the 
community running east. 

BRUSSELS. A reporter from the Car­
rollton Gazette ,described this commun­
ity on April 30, 1870 as "a thriving set­
tlement of industrious people, the vil­
lage surrounded by fertile farms with 
substantial buildings and other improve­
ments. 

John Metz and Joshua Twichell ar­
rived in 1822 and found only a good 
spring. Henry Imming arrived in about 
1854 and found two houses surrounded 
by "a wild, sparsely settled condition 
with deer, turkeys, and other game 
roaming over the site of the village." 
John A. Hanneken came in 1857 and 
found three houses. He made it four 
with a log cabin and in 1860, built a 
frame addition, Brussels' first hotel. 

Served from March 1851 by a pest 
office named News, the community's 
name was officially changed to Brussel9 
by the post office in March I 888 and in­
corporation the following month. The 
1960 population of 270 dropped to 191 
in 1970. Presently, there are two gro­
cery stores, two filling_ stations, two tav­
erns, a lumber and hardware store, a 
barber shop, and the Wittmond Hotel 
which includes, under the same roof, 
a post office, tavern, general store and 
dining room. 

The name Brussels comes from the 
native city of the village's first resident 
priest, Father John Molitor of Brussels, 
Belgium. 

DEER PLAIN. In November 1835, a 
post office was established at John Bol­
ter's Milan, located in the southeast cor­
ner of Calhoun County along the Mis­
sissippi in fractional Section 28; Town­
ship 13 South, Range I West. There 
were 34 blocks laid out on March 7, 
1836 near the area sometimes called 
Schmieder Landing. About a week be­
for Christmas 1847, a man named Bas­
byshell had the pest office moved to his 
store one-half mile north of the present 
site of Deer Plain four miles southeast of 
Brussels. 

Today, there are a collection of about 
25 homes in the area. The old Keck 
School No. 2 once sat on the site, but 
has been razed in the last decade. The 
post office at Deer Plain operated until 
1931. The settlements naine came from 
the numerous deer seen crossing the 
plain during earlier times. 

GILEAD, Just over six miles north of 
Batchtown near the Mississippi River is 
the former Coles Grove, the site of Cal­
houn County's first jail, courthouse and 
county seat. During its early days, it also 
served as the county seat for all the ter­
ritory between the Illinois and Missis­
sippi rivers as far north as the Wiscon­
sin line and east to Lake Michigan. The 
old pest town was laid out in 1821 and 
opened its first post office on Jan,uary IS. 
1822. According to the Gazetteer of llli­
nois and Wisconsin published in 1822, 
the site of Coles Grove was "high and 
healthy and bids fair to become a place 
of some importance.'' . 

On October 25, 1825 the post office 
name was changed to Gilead and re­
mained so until the last day of July in 
1902. By 1837 there were "two stores 
and a dozen families." But the destruc­
tion by fire of the courthouse in 1847 
spelled the end for Gilead. Political 
haggling had the county seat moving 
first to Hamburg and then, before the 
Hamburg-move could be made, the 
county commissioners decided on Har­
din. Today, Gilead has less than a half 
dozen houses. 

GoLDEN EAGLE. Named for the great 
birds that once filled the skies and still 
are sighted in the area, this is more a 
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post office than a settlement. The area 
designated previously as Golden Eagle, 
the "Crossroads", no longer has the post 
office. It has moved in recent years to 
a site shown on maps as "Centerville" 
and known locally as "Haug's Comer." 
The first pest office in the area was es­
tablished as 'Winneburgh" in July, 
1879. A year later, it was moved and 
took the name Golden Eagle. The area 
called Golden Eagle is situated to the 
south of Brussels. 

HAMBURG. This community of 162 
residents (1970 Census) saw its popula­
tion shrink from 308 in 1900 when it 
was one of the leading apple ports in 
the area. A pest office named Hamburgh 
was established on Hallowe'en Day, 
1829. The ''h" was dropped and the 
name g:ianged to Hamburg Post Office 
in 1893. River steamers and apple bar­
rels crowded the landing, where today 
the major river enterprise is a private 
ferry connecting Calhoun County with 
Elsberry, Missouri. 

John Shaw is given the honor of 
being the village's founder. Shaw was 
also the first pestmaster and served 
until shortly after 1850. Shaw's brother, 
James, surveyed the town site in 1834 
and an emigrant's guide reported "the 
landing . . . to be good, and the bank 
high.'' Another early account (1840-
41) reported "quite a little village. There 
were a couple of stores and a saloon or 
two. Lumbering . . . made Hamburg a 
lively place.'' 

By 1870, it was described as "an old 
town" with "two dry goods stores and 
two groceries, the most prosperous . . . 
operated by Charles E. Rose, successor 
to Lewis Swames, pioneer merchant." 
Hamburg, incorporated in 1897, remain­
ed a lively place as in 1932 when a re­
porter wrote that the "wharf is covered 
with apple barrels during the shipping 
season." 

Still a pleasant little community, the 
Frontier Campground at the site of an 
early two-story log cabin is just north 
along the Mississippi River. 

HARDIN. The former Terry's Landing 
(after Dr. William Terry) and Child's 
Landing (after Benjamin E Childs) be­
came the county seat of Calhoun Coun­
ty in August 1847. The first post office 
located in Hardin six months later, Ben. 
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jamin Childs serving as its pestmaster. 
Population has risen sharply in this cen­
tury from 494 in 1900 w the 1970 count 
of 1035 making Hardin, with the excep­
tion of Kampsville, the only community 
in Calhoun to show an increase in 

population over that ..span of time. 
Prior to the moving of the county 

seat, the settlement had only three 
houses. Dr. Terry built a home near the 
site of the Town Hall. In 1835, when 
Childs arrived, he too erected a home 
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community of Columbiana. (Columbi­
ana, in later years, lost several battles 
and finally the war to the Hooding Illi­
nois River.) 

In 1873, Michael A. Kamp moved to 
Farrowtown from his Silver Creek set­
tlement of Kampsville. He brought the 
post office with him and soon, the town's 
name was changed to honor Kamp. Al-· 
ready, the community was a busy place. 
In 1870, prior to Kamp's arrival, a re­
porter from Carrollton noted that "a new 
Lutheran Church had just been estab­
lished ... in charge of the Rev. Bramar." 

Kampsville prospered and by 1900, 
330 residents enjoyed sidewalks of rail­
road ties and several citizens worked at 
the newly constructed Lock and Dam on 
the Illinois River. The Brenn Hotel 

1 (More recently called the Harbor House 
and now the property of the Koster Ex­
pedition.), built in the 1870's as a store 
and hotel, was operating and the village, 
incorporated in 1887, ranked as Cal­
houn County's third largest community, 
outdistanced only by Batchtown and 
Hardin. 

THE MISSISSIPPI Mudcats, a famous St. Louis Cardinal crew 
in the '30s, featured Calhoun's Bill McGee with the guitar. Others 
are Rip Collins, Pepper Martin, Bob· Weiland, and Frenchy . Bor­
dagaray. 

and James Dewey built the third in 
1844. 

By 1870, a visitor remarked, "Mr. 
Fisher had just completed a new house, 
a saloonkeeper had added a porch to his 
building, and the jailer was making ex­
tensive improvements to his dwelling." 
John Gilbert owned and operated the 
Planter's House and Aunt Betty Jordan 
-about 100 years old-had just died. 

A busy town, ferries operated as a 
land link with Jersey Cou,nty until the 
construction of the Joe Page Bridgt in 
1931. Mrs. Benjamin Childs told of 
seeing at one glance eleven steamers 
from her doorway overlooking the Illi­
nois River. 

A 1938 description of the community 
reads: ' "Under the trees before the ... 
brick courthouse, villagers gather daily 
to lounge on wooden be:nches and dis­
cuss the latest events. The main topics 
of conversation are apples and politics." 

Today, showing signs of growth, the 
medical facility, several other businesses 
community has the county's only 
which deal with the agricultural econ­
omy of the county. 

Annually, in September, residents 
from throughout Calhoun County gath­
er for the Calhoun Apple Festival. On 
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July 4th and ~th, 1975, Hardin will 
host the Calhoun County Sesquicen­
tennial Celebration conducted by a 
committee of the same name. This will 
be a Strassenfest-type affair. 

HILLCREST. Located between four and 
five miles east of Belleview, this settle­
ment had its first post office during De­
cember 1896. There was a school and 
church located there about the same 
time. As early as 1860, a Lutheran 
Church was constructed in the area. A 
Baptist Church was founded about 1897. 
The post office closed its door May 31, 
1913. Several country roads intersect 
nearby. 

K.AMPSVILLB. The original Kampsville 
stood neai the mour~1 of Silver Creek 
about two miles north of the present 
site. A post office was established at the 
earlier site in Ma:rch 1872, replacing the 
Vedder Post Office established in 1857. 
Later the original site had ,a post office 
named Silver Creek (1879), but it clos­
ed in 1904. At Farrowtown, the early 

• name for present Kampsville, a post 
office operated from 1857 to 1866. The 
only house there in 1840 was owned by 
Stephen Farrow. From 1847, with his 
son Charles B., Farrow operated a ferry 
across the Illinois River to the bustling 

During 1973 Kampsville drew large 
crowds to a Jolliet-Marquette Tri-Cen­
tennial Celeliration. In 1974, there was 
a repeat of the festivities, but the 
Kampsville Century was the theme. 

ST. MATTHAEUS KIRCHE, a Luther­
cm Church in Brussels, was established 
in 1861, the oldest Lutheran parish in 
Calhoun County. 

OUTDOOR ILLINOIS 

BEAUTIFUL St. Joseph's Catholic 
Church at Meppen, built of native stone, 
has seen 111 years. 

Today, with 439 residents (1970 Cen­
sus), Kampsville, on Illinois Routes 100 
and 96 about ten miles north of Hardin, 
has taken on new importance as the 
headquarters for the internationally­
known Koster Expedition. In addition, 
there are several stores, restaurants, busL 
nesses and the Bank of Kampsville. A 
state-owned free ferry connects Kamps 
ville with Illinois Route 108 to Carroll­
ton. 

MEPPEN. Located eleven miles south 
of Hardin on what was once the main 
north-south road between Brussels and 
Hardin, this settlement was established 
by Germans from the town of Meppen 
about 40 miles south of the North Sea 
on the Ems River in present Niedersach. 
sen, Germany. Until 1918, according to 
one source, the residents retained the 
German language in church and school. 
A store and tavern still occupy the site 
of the old village and a new section of 
the settlement has been built in recent 
years just south near the Little Rock 
School, the county's oldest standing 
school building. The grocery store in 
Meppen is still operated by the ancestors 
of Lukas Klaas, the man who started it. 
A feed mill is located nearby. The Mep­
pen Post Office has been in operation 
since September 29, 1876. There 1are 
between 75 and 100 residents in this 
unincorporatedvillage beside the bluffs. 
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MicH~. Between five and six miles 
north of Hardin on Route l 00, this vil­
lage at the mouth of Michael Hollow is 
unincorporated and opened its post of­
fice in August 1894. By 1960, there were 
about 80 inhabitants. A Catholic Church 
was built in 1881 through the efforts of 
local citizens and Father Clemens Som­
mer. The present congregation has only 
recently constructed a new., modern 
structure. There are about 30 buildings 
in the community. 

• MoZIER. Fiv:e miles north of Hamburg 
along Illinois Route 96, nestled against 
a hill, is the community known at var­
ious times as Mozier, Bay, and Baytown. 
The first settler established a landing 
two to three miles from the present site 
in the 1820's. His name was Mozier. In 
1960 there were about 120 people living 
in the unincorporated village. The post 
office at Mozier began operation during 
March of 1880 and was closed in Janu­
ary l 914 only to be re-opened three 
months later. A scenic area, Mozier was 
once located on a slough-like projection 
from the Mississippi River called The 
Bay. With tlie change of the river due 
to dams and other improvements, the 
Sny now runs parallel to the highway 
through Mozier. 

STAR CITY. This tiny settlement is 
almost one mile north of the site of Gil­
ead and is a collection of homes with a 
population numbering about 25. It over-

looks the Mississippi River bottoms and 
is located just south of Kintown Hollow. 

OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST 

THE APPLE SHED. This former apple 
packing shed just south of Batchtown 
was converted a few years ago into a 
dining-dancing establishment. A unique 
spot, it attracts visitors from throughout 
western Illinois. 

CEMETERIES. Church and family 
cemeteries are scattered throughout CaL 
houn County. Old tombstones are often 
inscribed in German with the names of 
early settlers born in Europe. Some of 
the more scenic and older cemeteries 
are those located at Brussels (St. Mary's 
and St. Matthews), Hardin's Cemetery, 
St. Joseph's at Meppen, Indian Creek 
Cemetery. south of Hamburg, Wilson's 
Cemetery west of Batchtown, St. An­
selm's at Kampsville, St. Michael's at 
Michael, Silver Creek, and Long Ceme­
tery in Belleview Precinct. Most have 
veterans of United States' wars, includ­
ing the Mexican War, Civil War, and 
Spanish-American War. There are at 
this time, no known Revolutionary War 
veterans buried in Calhoun cemeteries. 

CHURCHES. Ever since the circuit-rid. 
ing Peter Cartwright spoke in Gilead 
during 1827, Calhoun residents have 
shown intense interest in religion and 
their churches. Several religions have 
been active in the county since the time 
of first settlement. Churches have been 

THE JOE PAGE bridge at Hardin can be raised and lowered for 
the passage of large river vessels. 
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MODERN CHURCH structure is St. 
Michael's Catholic Church in the village 
of Michael. 

constructed, tom down, destroyed by 
fire, and replaced, yet there remain at 
least three churches that are over one 
hundred years old. 

In 1862, a contract was let for the 
construction of the Evangelische Luth­
eraner Sankt Matthreus Kirche at Brus­
sels. St. Matthews, as it has been called 
since services began in the English lan­
guage fifty years ago, was not completed 
in its present form until 1891. It stands 
at the northwest edge of Brussels. The 
other century-old churches in Calhoun 
are Catholic. St. Mary's Church of BruS­
sels was constructed in 1863. It is a 
brick structure. St. Mary's School is 
located nearby. In Meppen, and built of 
native stone, is St. Joseph's Catholic 
Church constructed in 1864. St. Joseph's 
School operated until 1966. At Kamps­
ville, St. Anselm's Catholic Church, a 
wocxl frame structure, is nearing one 
hundred years of operation. There is 
talk of constructing a new church to 
celebrat~ the old structure's centennial 
year- 1977. 

FRONTIER CAMPGROUND. A private 
camping area, this property was once 
owned by John Shaw, Calhoun's Black 
Prince. A unique two-story log house 
marks the site a short distance north of 
Hamburg overlooking the Mississippi 
River. 

GoDAR-DrAMOND IsLAND. A joint proj­
ect of the Illinois Department of Con­
servation and the U. S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, there is a boat ramp, picnic 
area and campground at this site. A 
large bottomland lake just north at­
tracts ducks and ·geese in season. During 
deer season, there is a check-station at 
this place about one and one-half miles 
north of Hardin. 
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THE GEORGE Carpenter house 
Hardin, built in 1848 by Benjamin Childs, 
is said to be the county's oldest extant 
home. 

GornEN EAGLE FERRY. This paddle­
wheeled ferry had its beginnings over 
fifty years ago. The present boat was 
constructed over forty years ago and is 
reportedly the only paddle-wheeler still 
operating on the Mississippi River. A 
zprivate company operates the ferry at 
the most southern tip of Calhoun Coun­
ty. It is owned by Fred Pohlman. 

HAuG MERCANTILE STORE. Located 
about one and one-half miles southeast 
of Brussels, this "general store" has been 
in operation over 70 years. Starting as a 
log building, the present structure was 
built forty years ago. G. R. (Gully) 
Haug and his son, Oscar., are the pres­
ent operators of the store that features 
merchandise ranging from groceries to 
hardware and appliances, and Outdoor 
Illinois Magazine. Haug's Cider Mill 
operates in season nearby. 

KAMPSVILLE-KosTER DIG HEADQUAR­
TERS. The Koster Expedition under su-

pervision of Dr. Stuart Struever has 
added a number of interesting attrac­
tions to the Kampsville community. The 
Kampsville Archieological 'Museum has 
exhibits relating the story of the Indians 
that inhabited the Mississippi-Illinois 
valleys. It is a free museum. Twenty­
eight other buildings, including the 
newly constructed Artifact Repository 
Building at the north edge of Kamps­
ville, are connected with. the archreo­
logical explorations going on in the area. 
The Kampsville Archreological Library 
was opened in 1973 and another inter­
esting addition to Kampsville is the 
Early Man Shop, a shop offering unique 
international gifts. 

PERRIN's LEDGE. Formerly owned by 
M. A. Kamp, this one-time "Calhoun 
County's Lover's Leap" is considered by 
most to be the landing site of Father 
Marquette and Louis Jolliet on their 
voyage up the Illinois River in 1673. 
Two and one-half miles north of Kamps­
ville on Route 100, a small marker is 
along the highway. Owner J. Nick Per­
rin, Illinois historian, described the site 

ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH- C_RATER Pl'![CT. CALHO.UN CO.ILL.RE'J. C.SOMMER, P1'S'TOR ·, . 
; 
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in 1936 as "a castellated, rocky, lime­
stone formation (60 feet high) on a 
hill 200 feet above the river." There are 
10 large burial mounds and several 
smaller ones in the vicinity. Perrin con· 
tinued, "Calhoun County may well 
claim the beginning of white history in 
Illinois." The ledge was purchased from 
M. A. Kamp in 1905. On July 4, 1927 
hundreds of spectators gathered on the 
site to celebrate the 254th anniversary of 
the landing of Marquette and Jolliet. 
The 300th Anniversary was celebrated 
in Kampsville during August 1973 with 
Dr. Stuart Struever presenting the pro­
gram. There are other Indian mounds 
too numerous to mention throughout 
Calhoun County. 

SwARNEs HILL MoNUMEN'I'. An in­
scription on this monument states; "In 
Memory of Capt. Lewis Swames; B. 
May 23 1821; D. July 12 1867." The 
site is by Hamburg on a bluff. Swames, 
a former riverboat captain, stockholder 
in the Keokuk Packet Co;, and Ham­
burg businessman wanted an eternal 
view of the Mississippi. At Swames re­
quest, some say, he was buried standing 
up. 

RoYAL LANDING, Once a packet boat 
landing, this area nearly three miles 
south of the Brussels Ferry Landing is 
now a recreation area with picnic and 
boating facilities. The Mississippi flows 
from southwest to northeast here. Boat­
ing ~d skiing are common in this bot­
tomland forest setting. It is a public 
facility. 

TITUS HoLLow. Located about two 
and one-half miles north of Batchtown, 
this joint project of the Illinois Depart­
ment of Conservation and Corps of En­
gineers has a limestone cliff with a 
small slope at its base. A scenic area, 
American lotus, bulrushes, cattails and 
bald cypress trees can be seen in the 
area. In addition, there are a number of 
other state maintained areas on the Illi­
nois and Mississippi rivers with roads 
offering easy access. • 

WnTMOND HoTEL. Starting as a gen­
eral store, this hotel and dining place is 
visited regularly by diners from through­
out the St. Louis metropolitan area. 
Three generations of the Wittmond 
family have operated the hotel at the 
southeast comer of Brussels with former 
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UNITED STATES CENSUS 
1s,o 

(Selected Sampling 

Precinct Name Age Occupation Birthplace 
HARDIN Evans, Benjamin 44 Teacher Enbland 

Huchinson, Wm. T S'2 Physician Virginia 
Miller, Wesley 28 Court Clerk Ohio 
Sweeney, Daniel 38 Blacksmith Ireland 
Terry, William 70 Physician Canada 

ILLINOIS Campbell, R. W. 47 Wool carder Virginia 
James, Walter 40 Hatter Tennessee 
Vezette, Peter 28 Dentist Canada 

BELLEVIEW Barrington, Valentine 18 Boatman North Carolina 
Harpool, Adam 37 Farmer Missouri. 
Walls, William S'3 Merchant Pennsylvania 

HAMBURG Hargate, Thomas S'3 Stove Maker North Carolina 
Humphrey, Richard n Physician Pennsylvania 
Patterson, James 33 Merchant Missouri 

GILEAD Anders, Robert 28 Boatman New Jersey 
Church, Thomas 52 Farmer Tennessee 
Dixon, J eptha 32 Boat pilot Missouri 
Johns, Leo 16 Laborer Canada 

POINT Bell, Samuel 61 Farmer Kentucky 
Kiel (Keel), Henry 25 Laborer Germany 
Kinder, John 40 Farmer Germany 
Lammey, Solomon 46 Farmer Ireland 
McCauley, James 18 Farmer Ireland 
Miller, Augustus 30 Farmer France 
Schurtz, John 3S' Laborer Germany 

(Decatur Geneaological Society, August 1971.) 
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State Representative Carl H . Wittmond 
the present owner-operator. 
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Island 521 Mississippi 
Island S'18 McCoy 
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Enterprise 
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Sarah Ann 

Grimes 
Coon 
Carroll 
Clarksville 

Martin Towhead 
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Survey Map, 1954 - Photo revised, 

1968) 

umn "Calhoun's Unusual History'' with 
articles by Junior American History stu­
dents at Brussels High School. 

Those students whose articles have 
been used in this geography are: Royce 
Arnold, Joan Bussen, Jo Ann Devine, 
Richard Goetze, Rose Ann Goetze, Susan 
Haug, Bill Held, Albert Jenkins, Charles 
Kinder, Carl Kiel, Mary Kiel, Terry Kirn, 
Dennis Kronable, R. Emil Kuhn, Mary 
Murphy, Gary Rooe, Theresa Schulte, 
Barney Seidler, Mike Siemer, Susan Sie­
mer, Joyce Vogel. 

And a special thanks to Mary Stelbrink, 
Librarian, Brussels High School. 

CALHOUN COUNTY is a mixture of 
unusual natural areas, wildlife areas 
and hiafOf'1/. 

BLOSSOM TIME in Cal1aoun County II impressiue as ffi.e 
peach and apple tree, add a blu,h and c duating of white to the 
ridge,. 
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CHANEN 
AUTO SUl»PLY 

COMPLETE LINE OP' 
AUTO, TRUCK, TRACTOR AND 

INDUSTRIAL PARTS AND SUPPLIES 

211 MAIN ST, HARDIN, ILL, 

Ouiroooa ILL1No1s 

OLD TIME 

'Recipes 
By Mrs. Laura H. Holman . 

CANNING THOUGHTS 
. Families who produce most of their food at home 

should can about 100 quarts of fruits and vegetables f_or 
each person, according to some who are expert at canning. 

Here is just about the proper canning and storing 
budget for one person: Greens (6 quarts); green beans and 
asparagus (6 quarts); peas (5 pints) tomatoes (20 quarts); 
soup mixture (6 quarts); com (2 quarts) dried; butter 
beans (7 pints); navy beans (3 quarts) dried; sauerkraut 
and cabbage ( 1 gallon and ten heads stored and 2 quarts 
canned); squash and pumpkins (5 stored); carrots and 
beets (7 quarts); parsnips, salsify, turnips and onions (2 
bushels); potatoes and sweet potatoes ( 4 bushel); apples 
(one bushel stored). 5 quarts (canned); berries, cherries, 
grapes, plums, rhubarb, peaches and pears ( 42 1uarts). 

Some homemakers find it difficult to figure out the 
number of jars of vegetables they can expect from a certain 
number of bushels of the fresh product. Here is a chart of 
some commonly home canned vegetables which will be 
helpful to those homemakers with a canning arithmetic 
problem: 

Beans, Hrna, in pods: 1 bu. (52 lbs.) yields 6 to 8 qts. 
Beans, snap: 1 bu. (30 lbs.) yields 15 to 20 qts. 
Beets, without tops: 1 bu. (52 lbs.) yields 17 to 20 qts. 
Carrots, without tops: 1 bu. (50 lbs.) yields 16 to 20 qts. 
Greens: 1 bu. (18 lbs.) yields 6 to 9 qts. 
Peas, green in pods: I bu. (30 lbs.) yields 12 to 15 qts. 
Squash: 1 bu. ( 40 lbs.) yields 16 to 20 quarts. 
Sweet potatoes, fresh: 1 bu. (55 lbs.) yields 19 to 22 qts. 
Tomatoes: 1 bu. (53 lbs.) yields 15 to 20 qts. 

~ 
MENARD RELISH 

3 large dill or sour pickles 
6 medium size sweet pickles 
2 Bermuda onions, size of 

2 teaspoons salt 
¼ teaspoon white ground 

pepper 
oranges 2 teaspoons mustard seed 

½ teaspoon celery seed 2 large sweet peppers, red 
1 teaspoon dry mustard 3 large green sweet peppers 
1 cup brown sugar 3 cups cabbage 
I tablespoon Bour 2 cups vinegar 

Slice pickles in thin slices and place in enamel '\,owl. 
Chop the onions, red and green peppers very fine and mix 
with pickles. Shred the cabbage and add. Next pour in the 
vinegar and add salt, pepper, mustard, mustard seed and 
celery seed. Last blend the sugar and Bour and add. 

Stir all the ingredients and boil for ten minutes. Seal 
air-tight in glass jars. 
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CORN RELISH 
15 large ears of com I tablespoon chopped red pep-
1 ½ cups granulated sugar per or 36 small red pep-
6 cups vinegar pers taken from bottled 
1 medium size solid head of pepper sauce 

cabbage, chopped 6ne I½ tablespoons salt 
2 tablespoons dry mustard 3 large green peppers 
½ teaspoon tumeric I large onion 
½ teaspoon white celery salt I teaspoon white mustard seed 

or ¼ teaspoon celery seed 
Select com of the small grain variety and cut it from 

the cob. Do not cut too deep. After cutting, scrape the cob 
gently to remove the hearts, which are best in flavor. Pour 
the com and vinegar into a porcelain kettle and boil for 10 
minutes. Add the remaining ingredients and boil another 20 
minutes. 

Seal while boiling hot in sterile glass jars. Recipe makes 
6 pints. 

~ 
CUCUMBER RELISH 

25 large cucumbers 2 cups granulated sugar 
IO large white onions 2 tablespoons celery seed 
I large red sweet pepper 2 tablespoons mustard seed 
4 cups vinegar 1 tablespoon turmeric 

Peel cucumbers and either slice or cut in large diced 
pieces. Chop the red sweet pepper very fine. Now place all 
ingredients in granite kettle and boil for 20 minutes. Seal 
air tight and put away for winter. This makes about 8 pints. 

~ 
GREEN TOMATO RELISH 

I peck green tomatoes I tablespoon ginger 
1 cup salt I tablespoon mustard 
4 cups water 1 tablespoon celery seed 
3 cups chopped onions I cup green peppers, chopped 
2 tablespoons cinnamon , 5 cups brown sugar 
½ tablespoon allspice 2 quarts vinegar 

Chop the tomatoes and let stand overnight, mixed with 
the 1 cup of salt. Drain well and place in granite kettle. 

.. ~ 

KICKAPOO INDIAN BREAD 
2 cups com meal 4 cups tepid water 
2 cups rye Bour 1 cup molasses 
2 cups graham 8our I teaspoon soda 
½ cup yeast or yeast cake 1 teaspoon salt 

Let tjse and bake three hours. 

~ 
LA FAYETIE PUDDING 

Line a deep plate with rich paste. Cover with a thick 
layer of preserves, covered with a tablespoon of chopped 
almonds and half as much candied lemon peel. Beat well, 
separately, 4 yolks and 2 whites of eggs, add a coffee-cup 
of sugar, ¼ pound of butter melted. Mix thoroughly and 
pour over the preserves. Bake in a moderate oven. Cover 
with a meringue made of the whites of 2 eggs and 2 table­
spoons sugar. Brown delicately. 

~ 
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June 11 thru 15 

LITTLJE GRASSY LAKIE 

1,000 ACRES 

KINCAID .LAKE 

3,000 ACRJES 

Visit Giant City Lodge and Cottages 
DINING ROOM 

_.-J . 
; ,. -·· ' 

-~~ • 

"ILLINOIS' MOST SCENIC PARK" 

ROBERT AND DALIE GORMAN, MCIRS, 

Ol'F RT, Ill a 13 U MAKANDA, lr.r., ~ 

RESJERVATIONS1 e1a/4117,49a, ,.l 

FRIES WORLDWIDJE RIESIERVATION 
SIERVIC:IE 

e HONORS Ar.r. MAJOR CR•DIT CARDS 

e RIINT IT HIER., r.•AY• IT TH•1t• 

e RIENTS Al,.1,. MAKIIS , , , P•ATURU CAIIS 
IINGINIIIIIIIID ■Y C:HIIYSl,.1111 

r.ocAr. IIIISIIRYATIONS • INFORMATION 

1549•7031 
317 IE, MAIN ST., C:AR■ONDAr.11, IL.I., 

OUT 01' TOWN a INTIIRNATIONAI,. @ 
IIKHRVATIONS1 800 972-4801 • 

(NO CHARGK TO CAl,.l,.ING l'AltTY) 
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U. S. Navy Blue Angels Air Show 
Saturday and Sunday 

afternoons, June 14, 15 
Southern l'llinois Airport 

FEATURING ... Spectacular Parade, Saturday, 10:00 a. m., June .14 * Carnival 
* Horse Show * Arts & Crafts Display * Softball Tourney * Square Dances 

* Tennis 'roumey * Sailing Race at Crab Orchard Lake * SID Campus Tour 
* Muzzle Loader Shoot * Pan-American Trials Gymnastics Meet * Plenty of camping, 

fishing, boating in our lake country ... FOR MORE DETAILS: Chamber of Commerce, 
217 W. Walnut, Carbondale, ll. 62901 

CIEDAR LAKE 

1,700 ACRES 

CRAIi ORCHARD LAKE 

7,000 ACRES 

DEVIL'S KITCHEN LAKE LAKE OF EGYPT 

FREE fj 
Southern Illinois 

TOUR INFORMATION 
Visit-514 N. Market 

Marion, Illinois 
997-3606 or 997-5769 

C&F 
Boats & Motors 

Egyptian 
Hills-on-Lake of Egypt 

Since 1958 

Phone 996-3206 

Bass Boats-Runabouts-Pontoons 
Canoes-Jon Boats 

SALES 
& 

SERVICE 

920 ACRES 2,200 ACRES 

Billi Guns & 
SpatUng Gaaas 

102 WEST C O LLEGE 
CARBONDALE, ILL , 6 2901 

618 / 549- 7389 

Automatic Line Winding Service 
Parts and Service, Garcia & Zebco 

Plan for the 
Friendship Festival 

and 
Apple Festival 

MOTEL AFDK 
PHONE 687-1491 
JCT, HWYS. 13 a 127 

MURPHYSBORO, ILLINOIS 

e 
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* Four Fun-Filled Days 

flPPlf HSTIVfll 
Sept. 10, 11, 12 -1'3 

* This is The Big One 

... Don't miss it, mark 
your calendar nowl 

- for information write 
OMeior'lclTOlftlffl 
-"'-ond --- P. 0. Box 102, MURPHYSBORO 62966 
---ond---

PHAROAH'S CIAIIDKN• 

MARINA 
on the north side at 

LAKE OW: EGYPT 
0 PHONE 1&8/998•3191 

ROUTll a, CRIEAL SPRINGS, ILL, 

Kincaid Village 
Marina 

"Most Beautiful, Lake 
in Southern Illinois" 

Pontoon and Fishing Boat Rental 
Bait • Boats • Motors • Food 

Sailboats • Sailboat Rental 

0 

• Canoes & Starcraft Campers 

RT. 4 MURPHYStSORO 
6181687-3511 

E.l LOGAN HOUSE 
RESTAURANT & LOUNGE * Historic Atmosphere * Gourmet Food * Excellent Service 
FOR RESERVATIONS AND PARTIES 

PHONE 818/689•2£!41 

·DOWNTOWN MURPHYSBORO 

JUNE· JULY, 1975 

, 

(l.tt..$SY ~\\.S 
l.. K.\"l'C"~~ I. 

1-l"\"' Cl'tY 
CS'"'"tl- 'M ~" 

-- ~ -Z~_e:2::~_---:- ~ ~:~l~ 
RIDE THE MIDWEST'S MOST AUTHENTIC STEAM RAll.ROAD OF THE 

ROARING 20'S 
A 14 mile round trip through scenic Southern Illinois from a classic city depot. 

Sat. and Sun. Only to May 17; Then Daily (except Mon.) 1 and 3 p. m. 
Write or call for brochure. 

CRAB ORCHARD AND EGYPTIAN RAILROAD 
514 N. Market St., Marion, Illinois 62959 (618) 993-5769 
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When La Fayette Visited Shawneetown 

THE SUN climbed out of Kentucky, 
streaking the Ohio River, and cast• 

ing its warm spring rays on the growing 
village of Shawnee Town in Illinois. 
The date: May 14, 1825. It was Satur­
day, the day farmers and frontiersmen 
came to town to trade • and return to 
their tiny settlements and homesteads 
with needed supplies. 

The bustle in the streets of the fron­
tier settlement took on early and un­
usual traffic this day. Excited merchants 
scurried about. Small boys already play­
ed noisily in the wide streets. This was 
a day for celebration. Shawnee Town 
awaited a visitor, a very special guest­
the Marquis de la Fayette! 

Nearly fifty years earlier, this French­
man, La Fayette, brought aid to America 
when a struggling young nation was 
fighting to throw off the chains fo col­
onialism. Since that time, life for La 
Fayette had not been good. Freedom 
still eluded his countrymen, although he 
had succeeded in helping Americans 
gain theirs. Now a half century later, 
the United States of America was ready 
to pay its debt. 

Accordingly, in early 1824, President 
James Monroe invited the aging La Fay­
ette to an all-expense-paid trip to Ameri­
ca. Although 100,000 francs in debt­
and against the wishes of President 
Monroe, La Fayette bought his own 
passage and sailed during the summer of 
1824. His arrival in New York on Au­
gust 16 and his path since had been 
marked by celebrations. He was a hero; 
a man responsible, at least in part, for 
everything Americans then cherished­
,:heir life, th.cir fneedom, and their, 
country! 

'When the General Assembly met in 
Vandalia early in 1825, Governor Ed­
ward Coles asked them to invite La­
fayette to Illinois. They agreed and a 
letter was sent in February. Weeks pass­
ed before word of La Fayette's accept­
ance reached the State Capitol. He was 
in St. Louis after a voyage down the At­
lantic Coast, along the Gulf of Mexico, 
and up the Mississippi. 

Elated, Governor Coles and other Illi. 

Page46 

By Larry D. Underwood 

nois dignitaries scurried about making_ 
preparations. [La Fayette's visit cost the 
state $6,473.] Coles decided to contact 
La Fayette by messenger. Alexander 
Hamilton, an aide to George Washing· 
ton both in military and political life, 
had been a friend to Lafayette. Hamil~ 
ton was now dead, but his son, William 
Schuyler Hamilton, served the Illinois 
House, representing Sangamon County. 

It was this State Representative Ham­
ilton who was chosen to carry Coles' 
message to his father's old friend. The 
letter suggested that Kaskaskia would be 
the proper place to celebrate a visit to 
Illinois. [Actually, La Fayette had writ­
ten a reply to the invitation which ltad 
not yet arrived in Vandalia. In the letter, 
La Fayette expressed a desire to visit 
either Kaskaskia or Shawneetown.] 

Soon after Hamilton delivered • the 
note in St. Louis, Coles and others join­
ed La Fayette. The reception and cele­
bration in St. Louis a success, Coles and 
his friends joined La Fayette's group on 
board the boat chartered by the Illinois 
Legislature, the steamer Natchez. To­
gether · then, they descended the Missis­
sip])i River to Kaskaskia. 

In St. Louis and on board the Nat­
chez, Coles and La Fayette renewed 
their friendship of several years. Coles, 

PROFILE OF La Fayette, sketched 
from a 1789 medallion by Julie Geade·s. 

·~~~) -­~ _....-... 
, ;✓,~ -~ 

on a private mission for President James 
Madison, had earlier made La Fayette's 
acquaintance in Paris, France. 

Shortly after noon on April - 30, the 
boat docked and a group of prominent 
Kaskaskians received their honored 
guests. In the reception committee were 
Revolutionary War hero John Edgar, 
Illinois' largest landowner, and William 
Morrison, a prosperous Kaskaskia mer­
chant. The highlights of the . visit in­
cluded Governor Coles' address welcom­
ing La f ayette to Illinois and the ban­
quet at Colonel Sweet's Tavern. The 
Kaskaskia celebration concluded wi'.th a 
grand ball at the stone mansion of mer­
chant Morrison. 

About midnight, La Fayette, Coles. 
and the others continued downriver 
toward their destination - Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

Previously, La Fayette visited the lead­
ing men of the day in the East. It was 
now time to visit the leading man in the 
West, General Andrew Jackson. The 
party spent only one day at the Hermit­
age, but enjoyed a dinner given by 
Mrs. Jackson and noted the simple pat­
tern of life followed by the Jacksons. 

Several days later, following activity 
in the environs of Nashville, La Fayette 
and his following returned down the 
Cumberland River to the Ohio and 
steamed toward their next stop, Shawnee 
Town. 

Throughout the day in Shawnee 
Town, Saturday, May 14, General Jo­
seph M. Street, Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, rushed about making final plans 
for the visit. General Street was in 
charge and where he went, his secretary 
for the occasion, Circuit Attorney Henry 
Eddy was at his side. They were ready 
by noon. Their friend James Hall was 
ready to deliver the welcoming address. 
He was the new judge of the Fourth 
Judicial Circuit. The 31-year·old Hall 
prided himself on his writing; Street 
and Eddy were assured his speech was 
an eloquent one. 

The Rawlings House, a towering 
three-story structure, stood just across 
Front Street from the boat landing. The 
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committee would lead General La Fay­
ette there on his arrival. The formal re­
ception over, the party would move to 
the courthouse green. There, those wait­
ing to see the famed Frenchman would 
have their apportunity. And following 
Hall's speech, La Fayette could respond. 

As the day wore on, celebrants con­
tinued to pour into the town. There 
were banners strung along the buildings 
on Front Street. On Main, the decora­
tions re8ected frontier life---not elabor­
ate, but sincere. 

A few months later, James Hall de­
scribed the town .-in Letter XIV of his 
Letters From the West (London, 1828). 
Hall write: "Shawnee Town occupies a . 
beautifltl situation on the western bank 
of the Ohio . . . The town stands on a 
level plain, and embraces a view of the 
river of four or five miles in each direc­
tion. 

"There was formerly a village of 
Shawnee Indians at this spot, but 
it was forsaken before the whites 
attempted a settlement, and no 
vestige of it now remains but two 
small mounds. A few cabins were 
afterwards built by the French 
traders; but these had also disap­
peared, and the ground was cover­
ed with bushes, when the present 
town was established. 

"The town now contains about 
one hundred houses, of which five 
or six are of brick, several of frame, 
and the remainder of log. It has 
twelve stores, at which a large and 
active trade is carried on, besides 
a number of shops of a small de­
scription: two excellent taverns, an 
independent bank, and a branch 
of the state bank; a land office, a 
post office, two printing offices; and 
furnishes emp1vyment to carpen­
ters, cabinet makers, blacksmiths, 
tailors, shoemakers, bakers, and 
other mechanics, of whom a num­
ber are settled here. 

''The ground . . . is higher on 
the edge of the river, where the 
town stands, than at some distance 
back. The greatest floods of which 
we have.any account, were in 1813 
and 1815 ... Since that time the 
inhabitants have not been expelled 
by the conquering element, al­
though the water annually covers 
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THE ROBERT Peeples house, now a duple::c, has been altered 
since its Federal-style right half witnessed the coming of General La 
Fayette in 1825. The house was built in 1823 and added to, later. 
Photo by Larry Underwood. 

the plain in the rear of the town, 
and advances in front to their very 
doors. . . . The inconvenience is 
temporary, as the waters subside 
in a few days, and the soil being 
sandy, and its surface uneven, no 
moisture remains. . . . Shawnee 
Town is never overflowed by or­
dinary floods." 
Weather watchers talked of what a 

nice day it was for La Fayette's visit with 
its bright, sunny clear sky. But the sun 
slipped farther and farther toward the 
west. 'Where was La Fayette? 

Shortly before four o'clock in the aft­
trnoon, word spread rapidly that a 
steamer was coming up the river. In 
minutes, General Street and his com­
mittee stretched a strip of calico, strewn 
with spring flowers-the frontier equiv­
alent of a "red carpet" running from 
the riverbank, across Front Street to the 
steps of the Moses Rawlings House. 

Before long the streets of Shawnee 
Town emptied to the riverfront. Cheers 
went up as the steamer Mechanic [Some 
say the steamer was named the Artizan.] 
came closer. Soon, it cut and churned its 
way through the calm waters of the 
Ohio toward the shore. And then it 
docked. 

A twenty-four gun salute greeted the 
boat. Cheering followed like few had 

heard before. Lining the pathway, local 
and visiting sightseers pressed forward, 
hoping for the first glimpse of the sixty­
seven-year-old La Fayette. 

Almost reverently, the crowd stayed 
dear of the calico pathway permitting 
the reception committee to approach the 
boat. Village Board President William 
A. Docker led the group. Street and 
Eddy followed closely, and so did Hall. 
Several other dignitaries were in the 
group also. 

At the ramp, the committee paused 
.md waited as the heavy, six-foot man 
stepped toward them, his hand raised 
in greeting. His large, prominent eyes 
sparkled from the oval, fleshy face. La 
Fayette had arrived! 

Others from the boat joined the 
group, but all eyes stayed on La Fayette 
as he walked up the easy slope toward 
the inn. Those lining the. path stood in 
awe of this great man. The men remov­
ed their hats, holding them to their 
breasts. Women stared breathlessly at 
the great man. No one spoke. • 

The big Frenchman smiled, waving 
to the crowd as he strode along the path. 
Then at the door of the Rawlings 
House, he was met by several ladies. La 
Fayette bowed graciously to the group of 
women, then gave way to Judge Hall, 
who offered a welcome. 
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General La Fayette responded briefly, 
his voice breaking with emotion, "thank­
ing the people for their gratitude and 
affection." 

Hall stepped back then and showed 
La Fayette, and those accompanying, 
him, through the door. Inside, Hall 
made the introductions, acknowledging 
first the ladies present, and was in tum 
introduced to La Fayette's son George 
Washington La Fayette; next came Gov. 
emor William Carroll of Tennessee and 
his aides, Colonels Irwin and Selby; Illi­
nois Governor Coles and his party; a 
Major Wash and Colonel O'Fallon from 
St. Louis; and a French soldier, Mon­
sieur DeLyon. La Fayette's private secre­
tary, Monsieur A. Le Vasseur, was also 
introduced. [Also with La Fayette's 
group, there may have been a tall (six­
foot) Scotswoman named Frances 
Wright. Aged 29, Miss Wright accom­
panied La Fayette on most of his Amer­
ican tour. She was a writer and once 
asked La Fayette to either marry or 
adopt her. She frequented La Fayette's 
French home and traveled in his com­
pany throughout the East. She was at 
Monticello when La Fayette spent six 
weeks visiting the aging Jefferson.] 

Following the introductions, snacks 
and wine were served and a series of 
toasts rang through the dining room. 
Moses Rawlings, the innkeeper, offered 
the first toast, raising his glass high and 
bellowing out, "The president of the 
United States." This was quickly fol-
1owed by: "The immortal memory of 
Washington." Silently, all present stood, 
raised their goblets, then drank. 

The silence was broken when another 
member of the reception committee toast­
ed, boisterously: 'The heroes of the 
revolution., our tears for the dead, for 
the living our brightest smiles." 

The group in the room relaxed some­
what and General Street, head of the 
reception committee, bowed toward La 
Favette, then said, "Our illustrious guest. 
Hi~ virtues have earned him the noblest 
reward of human excellence, a people's 
lm·e; may he live long and in its enjoy­
ment.'' 

La Fayette stood. Again the room was 
silent. Raising his drink, he spoke rapid. 
k. offering a toast: "The citizens of 
Sh;mnee Town and Gallatin County. 
~by they long continue to enjoy the 
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blessings which are justly due to indus­
try and the love of freedom." 

It was several minutes before the 
gathering calmed again. Eventually, 
however, Judge Hall stood and offered, 
"Our distinguished fellow-citizen, Gov­
ernor Carroll." 

The Tennessee governor rose, some­
what taken aback at his- acknowledge­
ment. Carroll said that he was glad to 
meet his Illinois friends, then asked to 
offer a toast. He spoke, "The State of 
Illinois. May it be attended with the 
blessings of prosperity and health." 

There was a round of applause, then 
Street stood and toasted Governor Coles, 
La Fayette's son, George Washington La 
Fayette, held his cup high and toasted: 
"Liberty and intelligence. We see their 
moraJ effects forcibly depicted in the 
present state of the American people." 

With that, the reception settled down 
to conversation, much undoubtedly of a 
political nature. There were questions 
about General Jackson. How did he 
stand up under the recent Presidential 
election defeat? How soon did he plan 
to run again? It was an insult that he 
lost! 

[Governor Edward Coles may have 
been the loneliest man in the room. 
Never popular in Illinois, he was dis­
liked in southeastern Illinois because. of 
his anti-slavery stand during the fight 
to call a convention to legalize slavery. 
In August, only nine months earlier, 
the convention went down to defeat 
when Illinois voters opposed it. Lieuten. 
ant Governor Adolphus Frederick Hub­
bard from Shawneetown schemed to 
oust Coles from office during 1825. That 
final scene, staged in October, ended 
unsuccessfully for Coles' enemies. 

Therefore, State Senator Michael 
Jones and State Representatives Timo­
thy Guard and Richard T. Jones, in all 

-likelihood, had little regard for the 
Governor. All would have most prob­
ably been in attendance since they were 
residents of Gallatin County. 

In addition, Coles defeated Associate 
Justice of the Illinois Supreme Court 
Thomas J. Browne of Gallatin County 
in the 1822 govemor race. Browne, third 
in the election, fell just over 400 votes 
short of victory on a pro-slavery plat­
form.] 

Others asked where La Fayette would 
travel next. Cincinnati and Pittsburgh 
were his next stops. Then his schedule 
took him across country to Massachu­
setts where he would lay the corner­
stone for the Bunker Hill Monument on 
June 17, the fiftieth anniversary of that 
heroic Revolutionary War battle. 

At some point during the formal re­
ception, an old and tattered frontiers­
man peered through a window of the 
Rawlings House. He stared at La Fay­
ette and La Fayette noticed his behavior, 
Growing uncomfortable, and finally 
searching out his memory, La Fayette's 
face broke into a smile and remember­
ing, he stood and waved for the man to 
enter the room. At the door, the man, 
Thomas Dagley, extended his arms and 
the two men embraced. Dagley, a former 
baggage master for General George 
Washington, knew La Fayette from the 
Revolutionary War. 

Returning to the table, La Fayette in­
sisted that D:igley join him. Apprehens­
ive at first, Dagley finally agreed. The 
old soldier from New Haven in northern 
Gallatin County sat with La Fayette, re­
maining at his side for the afternoon. 

[One story has it that Dagley had 
served La Fayette as bodyguard and 
while performing this duty, saved La 
Fayette's life.] 

In an hour or so, La Fayette and the 
others in the Rawlings House moved to 
the courthouse green. There was a small 
plank platform and James Hall mount­
ed it. Getting everyone's attention, and, 
the crowd calming. Hall looked at La 
Fayette and began to speak: 

"Sir: The citizens of Shawnee Town 
and its vicinity, avail themselves with 
infinite pleasure, of the opportunity 
which is this day presented to them, to 
discharge a small portion of the national 
debt of gratitude." 

There was cheering and some of the 
crowd missed Hall's next words. Others 
missed a good partion of the speech be­
cause of the general milling and buzz of 
the crowd, but soon heard Hall say, 
'We mourn our Hamilton-we have 
wept at the grave of our Washington; 
but Heaven has spared La Fayette to 
the prayers of a grateful people." 

Applause again drowned out Hall. 
" ... greet you as the benefactor of the 
living, we greet you as the .compatriot 
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of the dead.'' 
Again, the crowd roared its agree­

ment. 
Finally, his face sincere Hall continu­

ed: 'We receive you with 1filled affection 
as one of the fathers of the Republic." 

The cheering commenced, dying into 
a buzz as Hall spoke still: 

"La Fayette - friend ...,. father - fel­
low-citizen - patriot - soldier - philan­
thropist - we bid thee welcome." (More 
applause.) 

Hall's speech continued and finally 
concluded a few minutes later. It was 
time for remarks by the guest of honor. 
Stepping forward, La Fayette raised his 
hands acknowledging the cheering 
crowd. Slowly, the noise of the crowd 
subsided. 

The sun lay lower in the western sky 
now, but 6.ltered its way through the 
trees, illuminating La Fayette's oval, 
fleshy face. Then, his head bowed, he 
spoke his first words so softly only those 
jammed against the platform could hear. 
He said, in English that sounded like 
French to many, "I thank the citizens of 
Shawnee Town for their attention to 
me. " 

There was a short pause and then, 
loud enough for all to hear, he continu­
ed, "I am under many obligations to the 
people of the United States for their 
kindness to me. I have long wished to 
visit America, but -have ~n prevented 
bv circumstances which I CQuld nohon. 
t;ol. My visit has afforded me unspeak­
able gratification and I wish every bless­
ing might attend the people of this 
town anq of the State of Illinois.'' 

Following i:he address, there was a 
general shuffiing in the crowd as well­
wishers tried to close on the platform. 
Some wanted to shake Lafayette's hand 
while others sought merely to get a 
closer look at the great man. Several 
surrounded Governor Carroll of Ten­
nessee to ask about his close friend 
General Jackson. Governor Coles spoke 
to several acquaintances made on earlier 
visits to Shawnee Town. 

As the sun began its slow ride over 
the hills west of the jubilant 'ittle town, 
the party moved back to th¢ Rawlings I 
House. There was more food arid wine 
and an hour later, at eight o'clock, Gen­
e.rat Joseph Street, Henry Eddy at his • 
side, stood py the gangplank watching 
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La Fayette and his party board the 
steamboat. 

A sadness settled over the scene. The 
only sounds were the throbbing of the 
steam engine on the boat and the slap­
ping of the river water against the shore. 
A wind had risen out of the southwest 
and the new leaves turned their bottom 
sides up, forecasting rain, 

Street cleared his throat and gave the 
farewell address.It was short and added 
little to the day. It had been a big day, 
a great day. And now it was done. The 
little frontier village, at the time one of 
the largest in the State of Illinois, for 
four hours had stood alongside Phila­
delphia, Boston, St. Louis, New York 
and Washington, D. C. in honoring one 
of our nation's great heroes. 

And then the steamboat slipped care­
fully away from the bank to begin its 
fight with the strong, spring currents of 
the Ohio, bound for Cincinnati and 
Pittsburgh. 

- 1925 -
One hundred years later, on May 14, 

1925, that earlier day was recreated. 
But things had changed. A levee cover­
ed Front Street. Main Street was a pros­
perous collection of brick and stone 
buildings. The Rawlings House, re­
named the La Fayette Hotel, had burned 
one night in 1904. And the people of 
America had returned La Fayette's favor 
and sent American boys to help France, 
the battle cry: "La Fayette, We are 
here!" on their lips. 

The earlier participants? Congress 
voted the Marquis de La Fayette $200,-
000 and a township of land before he 
sailed for France in December. He died 
May 20, 1834 of kidney failure. Gover­
nor Carroll's friend, Andrew Jackson, be­
came President of the United States 
nearly four years later. Governor Coles 
left Illinois in 1833, dying in Philadel­
phia on July 7., 1868. Henry Eddy serv­
ed two terms -in the Illinois House be­
fore dyiqg in 1848. Joseph M. Street 
did much to further programs in Galla­
tin County and continued for some time 
as the Circuit Court Clerk. 

James Hall, pne of . Illinois' literary 
giants, became Illinois S:tate Treasurer 
less than_ two years later and served four 
years. After moving tb 1 Vandalia, he . 
helped found a state hi'storical society 

during 1827-28 and, in 1827, became 
co-publisher, with Robert Blackwell, of 
the Illinois Intelligencer, a newspaper. 
In 1830, Hall edited Illinois' first per• 
iodical, the Illinois Monthly Magazine, 
the first such publication west of Ohio. 
In 1833, Hall moved the magazine to 
Cincinnati, renaming it the Western 
Monthly Magazine. For the remainder 
of his life he wrote Western travel 
sketches, Indian history, and fiction. 
[Some of the more notable were: Notes 
on the Western States, Sketches of the 
West, Romance of Western History, and 
History of the Indian Tribes.] He died 
in Cincinnati on July 5, 1868. 

On a sun-filled Thursday, May ·14, 
1925, then, the ·Illinois State Historical 
Society commemorated the 100th anni­
versary of La Fayette's visit The Federal 
Decorating Company of Evansville 
draped the entire town in flags, bunting, 
and other appropriate decorations. In 
place of the Mechanic, the steamboat 
that brought La Fayette in 1825, the 
-government steamer Kankakee was em­
ployed. Accompanying the Kankakee . 
were submarine chasers, with Comman­
der Stephen Doherty, in charge of the 
"fleet." 

Again, as in 1825, the little town was 
jammed. Some say it was one of the 
largest crowds ever. There were school 
children singing songs and an Indian 
pageant with local children representing 
Shawneetown's earliest inhabitants. 

Twenty-four ladies from Ridgway 
represented the twenty-four states exist­
ing in 1825 and citizens of New Haven 
ntertained with a skit depicting the 
wedding of a member of Daniel Boone's 
family, who lived in New Haven in 
1817. Joe Boone was played by J. Boone 
Dagley. 

And there were other highlights. Mrs. 
Mary Posey Hacker of Cairo, great­
granddaughter of Washington's aide 
General Thomas Posey, was introduced 
to the crowd. Mrs. James A. Rose, wid­
ow of Golconda-born Illinois Secr~tary 
of State (1897-1912) James Rose, at­
tended the celebration. 

Visitors spent the remaining hours of 
t4_at festive May 14, 1925 strolling the 
streets of the city where. once walked 
such giants as Robert G. {ngersoll, John 
A. Logan, Abraham Lincoln, James Har-
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rison Wilson, Ulysses S. Grant, Thomas 
Posey, George Eschol (Mulberry) Sell­
ers, Mark Twain, Michael Lawler, and 
~ountles~ others, 

THE UNITED STATES 
LARGEST FLUORSPAR MINING AREA 

ROSICLARE, ILL, 

~1,~-~1-10~1 
IOT!U.~ 
The place to stay I~ r • n t 1 
near famous Cave- __ _ 
in • Rock and the 
Ohio River hill country. Oean, com• 
fortable. Air conditioned, electric heat, 
TV, shower/bath. Pickup service for 
boaters. Reservations, 618/289-3296. 

Over~'ldng 

the Beautiful 

Ohio.Rwer 

"Riverview "Mansion 9lotel 
Golconda, Illinou 

You'll enjoy your stay at this lovely old 
mansion in historic Golconda. Reservations, 
618 683-9221 or 683-3001. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jo~ph Fost('r, Props. 
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-1975 -
Now another fifty years has sped by. 

The levee still covers Front Street-only 
it is hi~her. Maixr S~ee~ has few r~m~in-

Hardin C.ounty 
S,tate Bank 

"The Bank make, the Community­
The Community makes the Bank." 

Member FDIC 

CA V·E-IN-ROCK, Ill. 

Hard1in Cou-nty {;A._:::_~ 
Fluorspar ~ 
Museum ~SI\\UlM, ... 

in the friendly Ohio River town 
you'll enjoy ... Rosiclare 

Western Auto 
Associate Store 
■OB AND IIUTH GOINS 

IIOSIC:LAIII:, ILL, 

FISHING ANO HUNTING LICENSE 

ANO SUPPLIES 

8:30 - 5:30 Mon. - Sat. 

ing buildings. The State of Illinois has 
placed a • plaque where the Rawlings 
Hotel stood. And the people of America 
returned the favor again and sent Ameri· 

OLD ROSE HOTEL, ELIZABETHTOWN 

Visit Historic 
ELIZABETHTOWN 
on the banks of 
The Ohio River 

FIRST 
STATE 

BANK 
ELIZABETHTOWN, ILL. 

Full Service Bank 

Member FDIC 

CROSSROADS 
Restaurant and Motel 

S MILES WEST OF SHAWNEETOWN 
INTERSECTION ILL. 1 AND 13 

TELEPHONE 4118/:Z72,:S4et 

JUNCTION, ILLINOIS 

Member F.D.I.C. 
HARRISBURG, lLLINOIS 62946 

OUTDOOR ILLINOIS 

can boys to help Lafayette's France a 
second time. 

On Saturday, July 5, 1975, the Galla­
tin County Historical Society-also new 

since 1925-will commemorate the 150th 
anniversary of Lafayette's visit. A boat 
will dock at the river front. On it, a man 
portraying the Marquis de La Fayette 

will step down to he received by a com­
mittee of dignitaries. "La Fayette" will 
notice an "old soldier,'' a descendant of 
Thomas Dagley. "Judge Hall" will make 

ELEPHANT ROCKS, DIXON SPRINGS STATE PARK 

McCormick'• 
Cedar Lake Ranch 

In the Heart of the Shawnee Forest on River to River Horse Trail 

For Coverage of 
The Illinois Scene . 

t 
Outdoor Illinois 

23 Acre Lake with Swimming Beach • Hiking 
Fishing • Modem Family Size Cottages 

60 Shaded Camping Sites with Flush Toilets and 
Hot Showers 

Large Arena for Week-End Western Shows 
C. L. & H, L. McCORMICK, Owners 
Vienna, Ill. 62995-Phone 618/695-2600 

LOCATION: 8 miles north of Vienna on U. S. Rt. 45, 
then right on ·blacktop road, 2 miles. · 

22 Miles South of Harrisburg, 40 miles North of 
Paducah, Ky. 

Paddlewheel 
Lounge 

Golconda, Ill. 
In the 

Heart of Shawnee Forest on the 
Banks of the Ohio 

Fiddler Catfish Dinners 
Rib Eye Steaks 

3 MEALS SERVED DAILY 

'fl#' 
Bob White Cafe 
at the intersection of State 37 and 146, 
between Interstate Highways 57 & 24 

Cafeteria Style 

Home Made Bread, Pastries Daily 

Chicken and Dumplings 

Ham Shank and Beans Daily 

Open Daily 5 a. m. to 10 p. m. 

WELCOME 
to 

JOHNSON COUNTY 

First State Bank 
OF VIEN NA 
Member F.D.I.C. 

VIENNA, Ill. 

IN SHAWNEETOWN 

Central Heat 
Television 

Restoration ofthe First Bank in Illinois 
Air Conditioning 

Heated Swimming Pool 

30 ALL NEW MODERN UNITS 

(All Color TV) 

On frontage road in Shawneetown just 
off Ill. 13, 269-3193-30 units, one and 
two story motel, television, air condition­
ing, com hination tile baths, connecting 
units available, phones in all rooms, heat 
thermostat controlled. AAA, ARMA. 

JuNl! • JULY, 1975 

Known as the John Marshall Bank in Old Shawneetown is well underway. 

Your Contribution is Needed Now 
Make check payable to Gallatin County Historical 
Society, c/o C. P. Burnett & Sons, Bankers, Eldorado 62930. 

C. P. Burnett & Sons, Bankers 
MEMBER ir,D,l,C, 

UTA■LISHIED 1889 ELDORADO, ILL. •1 ■/z7a,:z•4 1 
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a speech on the village green (Shawn~ 
town Memorial Park), and most import. 
ant, Shawneetown's history will be pre­
served. 

Visitors on July 5th may see and enjoy 
other planned events. The Robert Pee­
ples House, the third brick building in 
Shawneetown, still stands on Main 
Street between Madison and Jefferson. 
The John Marshall House, Illinois' first 
bank, stands recently refurbished and 
open to visitors from 10 a. m. to 4 p. m. 
daily, except Monday. Both these build­
ings stood at the time Lafayette visited. 

The tourist-historian may also find the 
church in which that famed Methodist 
minister Peter Cartwright preached; the 
site of the second newspaper in Illinois; 
the Docker House, now a museum; and 

Party or Meeting? 

Our prices are most reasonable, the 
food superb, the atmosphere comfort• 
able and inviting. 

618/273-3911 

~ 
TIE DEPOT INN 
~ 

ELDORADO, ILLlNOIS 

1st National Bank 
of JO·NESBORO 
Service to Community 

Since 1893 
Member FDIC 
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a number of other sites and buildings of 
historic interest. 

THE END 
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SCENIC VIEW, BUNCOMBE 

The Drove.rs 
Slate Bank 

Vienna, Illinois 

"Your Friendly Ba·nk" 

Member F.D.I.C. 

Telephone 618/695-2021 

The EGYPTIAN 
STATE BANK 
CARRIER MILLS. ILL. 

Complete Banking Facilities 

Member FDIC 

Letters . • • 
Gentlemen: 

Enclosed my personal check, for which 
please send me February 1974 and June­
July 1974 issues and also provide a one­
year subscription, begiruung with April 
1975. 

I was the first officer assigned by the 
U. S. Forest Service 11:o southern Illinois. 
This was the 4th National Forest or Pur­
chase Unit I worked on. I stayed nine 
years, serving as Ranger at each station 
at least a year and being in charge of 
land acquisition, special land uses, and 
forest recreation for five years on the 
Forest Supervisor's staff. My wife was 
born in Saline County. We always enjoy 
return visits to Little '.Egypt. We were 
there last month. 

Thank you for helping to bring back so 
many pleasant memories and for pro­
viding further enlightenment about a de­
lightful area. 

Sincerely, 
John 0. Wernham 
Brown ~r, Wis. 

We suppose Wisconsin, being some­
what more sparsely populated than 
Illinois, they ran Q1.1,t of people to 
name the towns after. It takes all 
kinds, doesn't it? But at least they 
aren't hoosiers, whatever else they 
may be in that state. 

~ 
Dear Sir: 

This is to request on free mailing list 
of receivdng regularly the periodical 
"Outdoor Illinois" for our Library refer­
ence. 

Yours sincerely, 
Charles Ho 
Doc-Ref Library 
Sai Wan Chuen, Kennedy Town 
Hong Kong 

Listen, Charlie, if you pay attention 
to that stock broker in Florida you'll 
.end up talking to yourself even 
worse. Break CYff your correspondence 
with him before it's too late. 

~ 
Pear Dan, 

The make of the phonograph is "Victor 
Talking Machine", later to become RCA 
Victor. The dog's name (I believe) was 
Spot! How's this for shortness? 

Yours, 
Gary Thomas 
Springfield, Ill. 

It was good for shortness. The dog's 
name was "Nipper." 

~ 
Outdoor Illinois: 
• The picture on page four is an old ad­
vertising stunt of the Victor Talking 
Machine Company. It was called, "His 
Master's Voice," the dog was named Vic­
tor. The idea was the Victor machine 
reproduced sounds so clear and authentic 
tnat ,the dog immediately supposed it was 
his master singing or talking. 

Carleton Jacobson 
Peoria, Illinois 

The dog's name was Nipper. 

~ 
OUTDOOR h.uNoxs 

Dear O.I.: 
I would like to answer Mr. Milerd 

Troughber's letter to you as to why the 
scheduled events and canoeing informa­
tion has been omitted from your pages. 

TQ anyone wbc;> ~ followed your pub-

In Muddy, gateway 
to the Shawnee Hills 

GATEWAY 
Motor Inn 

New, first-class motor in,n 
accommodaitions. 

SWIMMING POOL 
Reservations, dial 618/252-6354 

lYLolina..rolo 
Ga..te-vvay 

Liquor 
Complete package selection, 

dial 618/252-6445 

GATE'W'AY 
J:NN 

RESTAURANT and LOUNG·E 
Excellent Dining, Fine Menu 

Entertainment Nightly 
Dial 618/252-6354 

Stop and enjoy! On U, S. 45, between 
Harrisburg and Eldorado at the gateway 
to Illinois' hill country, 

Visit sQ.Uthern Illinois in 

summer for colorful history 

and pageantry ... 

JuNE- JuLY, 1975 

lication, it should be very clear that you · 
have been up the creek wiithout a paddle 
for some time. 

Incidentally, I am acquainted with the 
daughter of Edgar Lee Masters, and it 
is understandable why the poor lady 

WELCOME 
TO 

UNION COUNTY 

THE FIRST 
STATE BANK 
DONG01LA, ILLINOIS. 

. Established 1'906 
Member F.D.I.C. 

Sali 
St 

J. W. Reynolds 
Monument Company 

VIENNA-HOME OFFICE 
PH. 6!58-2911 

MT. VERNON HARRISBURG 
PH. 242-130!5 PH. 2!53-73!5!5 

ANNA McLEANSBORO 
PH. 833,6014 PH . 643-282!5 

WEST FRANKFORT MARION 
PH. 932-2811 PH . 993-5511 

HERRIN BENTON 
PH. 942-2342 PH . 43!5-4199 

ELKVILLE 
PH. !568,177!5 

might choose to live out of the stat.e. To 
put it another way, with friends· like 0.1., 
who needs enigmas. 

Jim Bruner 
Clearwater, Fla. 

We appreciate ver11 much your ad-

RESTORED FORT MASSAC, METROPOLIS 

TH'E 
CITY 
NATIONA1L 

[ID BANK 
Metropolis, Illinois 

"The Bank of Personal Service" 

Complete Banking Services 
MKM■l:11 l",D,l,C, 

Call Ahead . • • 
Mention you saw it 
in Outdoor Illinois and 
you'll find you're given 
a friend's welcome. 

WELCOME 
TO 

POPE COUNTY 

First National Bank 
IN GOLCONDA, ILLINOIS 

Member F.D.I.C. 
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vice even though It's not much 
count. We do wish you would confine 
yourself to the continental U. S. of 
A. and not confuse those eastern 
Europeans with your promises of 
grandeur. 

Dear Sir, 
The What and Where picture is the ad­

vertisement for the Victor Talking 
Machine Company, used in the early 
quarter of this century. The little dog's 
name is "Nipper." The caption in the 
picture tis "His Master's Vocie." 

Very truly yours, 
Walton A. Glenn 
Murphysboro, 111. 

You are the true winner and your 
s,ubscription has been extended to 
November, 1976. 

:~ 
Dear Sir: 

I have enjoyed your magazine very 
much and have purchased it from time 
to time · from the Rosiclare drug store, 

,, 

'\ 'ec':-~- . 

PORT CHARTRES 1 

Port Chartres, France's most expensive fort, 
ress in the new world was built originally in 
1720 along the rapidly encroaching Missis· 
sippi River. It was twice destroyed by flood• 
waters and in 1753 the present huge stone 
fort was constructed a half mile from the 
river. This reconstructed barracks now serves 
as a museum. This state park includes picnic 
grounds and a play yard near the huge gate 
tower. On Route No. 1;; near Prairie Du 
Rocher. 

KASKASKIA PARK 
This beautiful park overlooks the confluence 
of the Mississippi and Kaskaskia rivers. Here 
one of Gen. Geor.ge Rogers Clark's famous 
expeditions known as the Shawneetown trail 
ended, and the trail to Vincennes, Indiana be• 
gan, in the year 1778. Camping sites are 
available here. 
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Otis Lamar and the IGA store in Harris­
burg, Illinois, so why not subscribe and 
save this extra trouble? 

Having been -a subscriber to National 
Geographic Magazine for years and hav­
ing kept all these copies, I class Outdoor 
Illinois as its equal as pertains to Illinois 
and shall be glad to add it to my collec-­
tion. 

Having been closely associated with . 
and active in the school system of Hardin 
County since 1913, when I taught my first 
term in a rural school, and having served 
as elementary principal, assistant coun­
ty superintendent for ten years and coun­
ty superintendent for sineen years, I 
know that Outdoor Illinois would be most 
interesting to pupils in all grades. I 
would recommend that it be added to the 
list of magazines for each elementary 
and high school in Illinois for their li­
brary. 

I know the pupils would be interested 
from the letters we· receive from pupils 
throughout the state requesting informa­
tion about Hardin County. We send them 

a copy of our 75-page History of Hardin 
County along with What the Heck is Flu­
orspar and other publications furnished 
by the ,tourism committee, with the map 
of Hardin County published by you. 

Sincerely yours, 
Clyde L. Flynn, Sr. 
Elizabethtown, Illinois 

You are very kind. 

~ 
Dear Sir: 

Thank you for the award of a subscrip­
tion to Outdoor Illinois for correctly iden­
tifying the ITC depot at Union. I am 
happy the U. S. Mail got through this 
time. 

Back in the December 1974 issue, page 
51, you answered a letter by saying that 
vandals had burned the bridge near 
Oquawka. This worried me until I fin­
ally drove over there to see if the bridge 
was still there. I knew that vandals had 
burned the bridge at Hamilton, but 
hadn't heard about ,the one between 
Oquawka and Gladstone. It is still there, 

Visit Historic and Beautiful 

Ralldolph County 

FIRST STATE BANK OF RED BUD 
At the northern gateway to 

historic Randolph County 
Stop in for tourist information. 

MEMBER 
F,D,l,C, 

STATE BANK OF PRAIRIE D:U ROCHER 
PRAIRIE DU ROCHER, tLUNOl·S 

"Our Nation's 200th Year - Our Town's 253rd Year" MEMBER 
F,D,l,C, 

BANK OF EVANSVILLE 
EVANSVILLE, ILLINOIS 62242 Telephone 618-853-2213 

Mll:MBll:11 P,D,l,C, 

BUENA VISTA NATIONAL BANK 
OF CHESTER 

CHESTER, ILLINOIS Mll:MBll:11 P,D,l,C, 

OUTDOOR ILLINOIS 

or was, as of April 7, 1975. I am enclosing 
a picture of it. 

In some issue there was some state­
ment made about the covered bridge in 
Menard County south of Lincoln's New 
Salem State Park. Seems there was 
something that led one to doubt the au­
thenticity of the covered bridge. I be­
lieve that the sign near that bridge said 
it was originally constructed near Paw­
nee and after it had been replaced, was 
used to store hay or grain before it was 
moved to •the present site. 

Sincerely, 
Monty Powell 
Peoria, Illinois 

You cleared up two mysteries for us. 
We cannot recall who sent the note 
telling us the Oquawka bridge had 
been burned, and 1De were indeed 
puzzled by the covered bridge sitting 
on top of a hill south of New Sa.lem, 
not too near a body of running water. 
Thank you. 

Dear Sir: 
While utilizing our Library I noticed a 

copy of the December issue of your mag­
azine. A historl.cail. sketch of Adams 
County was ~ven. Having lived there 
for many years I can honestly say that 
the article was an excellent one, There­
fore, please find an enclosed check to 
cover the cO&S of a one-year subscription 
and a copy of Mr. Burr's 1830's map of 
Illinois. 

Yours truly, 
Paul A. Meints 
Attorney at Law 
Bloomington, 111. 

~ 
Dear Sir: 

My personal thanks to you for your 
stand to preserve the Middle Fork River 
as it is-juSlt read or. 

'rhis awful project would not only de­
stroy one of the cleanest rivers in the 
state, but two precious areas; namely, 
Orchid Hill and Windfall Hill Prairie. 
Have you seen these areas? 

Where Illinois 
Began! 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK 
in Chester 

IISTABL.ISHIID 1590 

CHESTER, ILLINOIS 82233 

MIIMBllll PDIC 

STEELEVILLE 
LUM.BER 

COMPANY 
Phone 965-3131 
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Fl:RST NATIONAL BAN'K 
OP STIIIII.IIYIL.1.11 

STEELEVILLE, ILLINOIS 

Mll:MBl:R P,D,1,C, 

MAC'S MOTEL 
SPARTA, ILL, 

:10 UNIH PH, 818•443•3814 
SOUTH ON HWY, 4 

S,PARTAN HOUS,E 
RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 
MEETING ROOMS - ., •• 443.3974 

You would be delighted with the pro­
fusion of rare and delicate wild flowers­
a beautiful mingling of woods and prai­
rie plants in East Central Illinois·. 

I'm wondering if Illinois Chapter of 
The Nature Conservancy would approach 
the Illinois Power Company now (Illinois 
Power Company owns Orchid Hill) if 
something dramatic might happen - a 
lease? Or sell it ,to us, or something. 

As you will see from enclosed C--N 
clipping it's going to be some hassle! 

Sincerely, 
Doris Westfall 
Danville, Ill 

We must confess that until we ca­
noed the Middle Fork of the Vermil­
ion this spring, we had been unpre­
pared to assign it the hig'h rating the 
stream has with us now. 

It is a super canoeing stream, with 
unbelievable drifts of wildflowers; 
excellent streamside scenery, good 
fishing and fine stands of timber. It 
cert a.inly is not a good place for a 

CHARTER OAK SCHOOL 
This unique eight-sided school house is one 
of the three remaining in the United States. 
Located five miles southwest of Sparta, Ill. 
on an oil road, it has picnic facilities and 
an outside fireplace. 

MARY'S RIVER COVERED BRIDGE 
Built in 1854 with a 70 foot span, it was part 
of a planked toll road between Steeleville and 
Chester. Located on Rt. 150 north of Chester, 
it is now an inviting picnic area maintained 
by the State of Illinois. No campfires allowed. 

PIERRE MENARD HOME 
The early French architecture of this stately 
old mansion built in 1802 by slave labor was 
the home of the first Lieutenant Governor of 
the State of Illinois. It is now maintained by 
the State of Illinois, and is located just below 
Ft. Kaskaskia State Park. 
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lake. since it would destroy what is 
one of Illinois' finest natural streams. 

~ 
Dear Sir: 

Before it is totally overlooked, I would 

OLD U.S. CUSTOMS HOUSI! 

Visit Historic •• :a!'!o6a . , 
2700 Washington Ave. ol'a:N DAILY, •-s 

' The First 
State Bank 

of 
Mounds 

Your Friendly, 
Home-Owned Bank 

FDii 

You can BANK on Our Service! 
CAPITAL SURPLUS 

sioo.ooo.oo s100.ooo.oo 
WEEKDAYS 9 A. M.-12 a 1.3 P. M. 

SATURDAYS 9 A. M. • 12 

FIRST STATE BANK 
OLMSTED, ILLINOIS 

P'Olt INP'OltMATION CALL 742•9209 
MICM■IClt FULL SICltVICIC 

P'DIC ■ANK 
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like to draw to everyone's attention the 
fact that Artist Donna Atwood has per­
fectly executed the dog tracks in the 
grass on the May cover, ther~by forever 
pardoning herself of any guilt for any 

i MIEM■IElt P,D,l,C:, 

Security Bank a.nd 
Trust Co., Cairo, 111. 

618/734-3900 

Visit 
ILLINOIS 
civil war 

naval 
history 

previous "track" errors she may have 
committed. . h 

Do take note, however, that m er re'}­
dition of the roof of the bridge she IS 
one shingle short just to the left of the 

Complete Banking Service 
Since 1859 

FDiG ■TH • WASHINGTON 

* Mound City Nat'I. Cemetery * Civil War Hospita·I * U.S. Marine Ways * Ft. Defiance * Ante-bellum Homes 

VISIT HISTORICAL 
MOUND CITY, ILL. 

Site of: 
Civil War Hospital, 
National Cemetery 

SUPPORT MOUND CITY AS A 
IDSTORICAL SITE 

WINKl:ERS HARDWARE 

* The Mound City National Cemetery * Thriving ship building center during the Civil War 
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Calendar oF Illinois Events 
Compiled by the Illinois Division of Tourism 

3 

4 

5 

5-6 

5-7 
5-15 
6 

6-7 
6-8 

7 

7-8 

7-15 
7-30 

8 

13-1.5 

JUNE 
Evanston Music Honors Concert, Cahn Aud., 

Northwestern U. . 
Western Springs _ America Series B. B.C.-Narrated Films, 

First Congregational Church. . 
Rockford _ Family Night-Roadrunn~rs, & Figure 8, 

Rockford Speedway. 
Salem - BICENTENNIAL Program (aft. & eve.), Bryan Park. 
Oak Park - Dances of Latin America & Woodcarving 

demonstrations, Mall. 
Peoria - Ill. H.S. State Baseball Tournament, Melher Field. 
Springfield - Copper Coin Ballet Spring Concert, 

Springfield Thtre. Guild. 
Williamsville - Homecoming, Samuel Jones Park. 
Bryant - Comm. Thtre. Prod . (comedy), The Playhouse. 
Chester - Candlelight Tour, Pierre Menard Home, Ft. 

Kaskaskia State Park. 
Chicago - Dvorak's Requiem, Orchestra Hall. 8:15 p.m. 
Antioch - "Butterflies are Free", PM & L Thtre. 
Chester - "The French in Illinois", Pierre Menard Home. 
Chicago - Royal Lipizzan Stallion Show, lnternat'I. 

Amph. . . 
Springfield - International Water Follies, Coliseum, 

Fairgrds. 
Sullivan - Spring Rally Avion Trailer Assoc., Wyman Park. 
Centralia - Palette & Brush Art Fair, Mall. 
Harvard - Harvard Milk Day Festival. 
LaGrange - Ann. Pet Parade (America's original), 

LaGrange Rd. (U.S. 45) to L.T.H.S. parkirrg lot. 
Midlothian - Scottish Highland Games, Bremen H.S. 
Oregon - Square Dance, St. Mary's Sch. 8 p.m. 
Rockford - Roadrunners & Figure 8, Rockford Speedway. 
Sterling - Ann. Midwest Masters Track & Field Meet, 

H. S. Stadium. 
Chicago - Ann. Lincoln Square Arts & Crafts Fair, Lincoln 

Sq. Shopping Dist. 
C 1cago - Ann. 57t treet Art Fair. One of t e ol est 

art fairs in the country consistently drawing large 
crowds of outstandin exhibitors. 

Joliet - Ann. Par Dist. 7 Up Amateur Golf Tourn., 
Wedgewod Golf Course. 

Livingston - Pontiac Sportsmen's Club Ann. Vermilion 
River Canoe Race. 

Prairie du Rocher - Ann. Fort de Chartres Rendezvous, 
Fort de Chartres State Park. This festival revives 
Illinois' early French frontier period. The Rendezvous 
includes such activities as period music /and 
costumes, greased pole contests, fife and drum 
corps, canoe races, • militia demonstrations, 
period games and demonstrations of early · 
crafts such as blacksmithing, French Colonial 
cooking, and the almost lost art of cooperage. 

South Beloit - Sports . Car Races, Blackhawk Farms. 
Waukegan - COHO '75 Derby (Salmon unlimited). 
Peoria - Julia Belle Swain Boat Excursion Trips, Foot 

of Main St. 
S11ringfield - Exhibits: "The Art of Coflecting; Sculpture 

(Ryder) & Collectors Collect", Springfield Art Assoc. 
DuQuoin - So. 111. Quarter Horse Races, Fairgrds. 
Glen Ellyn - Commencement Concert, Bldg. M, 

Convocation Ctr., Coll. of DuPage. 
Goodfield ·- Pigeon Show, Timberline Recreation Park. 
Oak Park - "Day in Our Village" (highlights of comm. 

enjoyment). - concert, dance, Open House of 
Community facilities. 

Carbondale - Carbondale Friendship Festival, U.S. Gym• 
nasties championships, sailboat races, U, S. Navy Blue 
Angels, parade, carnival, horse show, square dance, 
muzzle-loader shoot, Jerry Reed, Donna Fargo Show. 
Carbondale area and SIU,.C campus, . , 

]UNE • }uLY, }975 
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Elk Grove Village · - Suburban Trade Fair, Elk Gr. 
Fieldhouse. 

Olney - Cummins Municipal Band Concert, City Park. 
8p.m. 

Rockford - Roadrunners & Figure 8, Rockford Speedway. 
Prophetstown - Kid's Day. 
Cuba - Soldiers and Sailors Reunion, City Park. 
Carbon Hill - Homecoming, City Park. 
Wheaton - DuPage Co. Police Assoc. Circus, Fairgrds. 
Oak Park - "Oak Park MacDowell Artists" (drama) & 

Watercolor Exhibits, Oak Park Mall. 
Elgin - "Song of Hiawatha" (Indian Pageant), Camp 

Big Timber. 

Walnut - "Walnut Days", (Drum & Bugle Corps 
Competition, exhibits, contests). 

Chicago - U.S. Open Golf Championship, Medinah 
Country Club. 

Park Forest - Outdoor Show featuring campers - boats 
- Indian Crafts, Park Forest Plaza. ' 

Moline - "Zorba" (Quad-City Music Guild Prod.), 
Prospect Park Aud. 

Salem - Ann. Canoe Races, City Reservoir. 1 p.m. 
Bunker Hill - Homecoming (Amer. Legion & Comm.), 

Amer. Legion Park. 
Davis Junction - Centennial. 
LaMoille - "Buffalo Days" (art exhibit, flea mkt., 

carnival). Country-Western Show with Sonny James 
(22nd) H.S. Aud. 

Peoria - Bradley Alumni Homecoming, Bradley U. 
Quincy - "A Funny Thing Happened on The Way to the 

Forum" (play), Little Thtre. 
Springfield - "Guys & Dolls", Muni Opera-Lake 

Springfield. 8:30 p.m. 
Bloomington - Ann. Fiddlers Contest, Eastland Shopping 

Ctr. 
Brighton - Brighton Picnic, Betsey Ann Park. 
Wyoming - "Spoon River Days". 
Bourbonnais - Centennial Celebration. 
Chicago - Grant Park Symphony Orch. Concert, Grant Pk. 

Music.Shell. 

New Holland - Centennial Celebration (antique show­
tractor pull-parade), H.S. 

Quincy - "A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the 
Forum" (play), Little Thtre. 

Sullivan - Spring Rally-Nat'I. Campers & Hikers Assoc., 
Wyman Park. 

Altamont - Antique Car Show. 
Antioch - Ann. Fire Dept . Street Dance, Orchard St. & 

Broadway. 9 p.m. 

Rockford - Roadrunners & Mid-Season 50 Lap Champion-
shi Event Late Models Rockford S eedwa 

Be evi e - "Deutsc est '75". Octo erfest comes in June 
to.Moose Park, when this two-day fest features German 
atmosphere, with German bands and food, dancing, 
rides and German recreational events. Up to 40,000 
people attend this event which is coordinated by 27 
civic or anizations. 

Belleville - Signal Hill Firemen's Picnic, Firemen's Park. 
Elmhurst - Men's 16" Slow Pitch Tournmanent (32 Teams), 

Butterfield Park. 
Gurnee - 1975 Chicago Renaissance Faire. 
Park Forest - Antique & Flea Market, Park Forest Plaza. 
Round Lake Area - Firemen's Days. 
Springfield - Craft Exhibit: "Birds N' Barns", Clayville 

Rural Life Ctr., 12 mi. W. of Springfield. 
Springfield - Pony of America Club Pony Show & Sale, 

Coliseum or Outdoor Arena, Fairgrds. 
Belleville - Polish Day Celebration, Shrine of Our Lady 

of the Snows. 

Belvidere - Art Show (local artists) Bi Thunder Park. 
arpentersv1 e - BICENTENNIAL Festival Parade. This 

Bicentennial-flavored event will include a review of 
more than 100 marching bands, including units 
from the Army and Navy, and an all-service color 
guard. Numerous floats will be featured over the 
three-mile course, and U.S. Congressman Robert 
McClory will be resent on the reviewin stand 

Downers Grove - Art Fair. Fis e Par 



second tree from the right, and one clump 
of grass in the near left foreground has 
not less than three, count them, three 
excess blades. I pen this in order to add 
my two cents to an ~valanche of critique 
which would wipe the smirk from Mona 
Lisa's face. 

Congratulations, Donna, on a beautiful 
cover painting, and take heart! You may 
not know what rabbit tracks look like, 
but you certainly know which end of the 
brush to use and have used it well in 
rubbing your critic's noses it it . . . uh 
. . . er . . . the rabbit tracks. 

On a more serious note, I would like to 
publicly thank you for your support and 
promotion of area artists through your 
magazine. I'm sure I speak for each and 
every one of us when I say it's deeply 
appreciated. 

Pretty eloquent for a Pulaski County 
Ridgerunner, huh? 

Regards, 
Ken Martin 
Marion, Illinois 

We liked Donna's excellent work 
on the Little Mary's River covered 
bridge, and we are currently exam­
ining your cover picture on this is­
sue with a high-powered microscope. 
We should be through in a few weeks. 

~ 

CL ASSIFIED 
10c per word, minimum charge, $2.00 

Payable in Advance 
Advertisers using an Outdoor Illinois hos 
number, add S'Oc for cost of handling. First 
two words of ad will be capitalized. 
Ads with line borders are $4.00 an inch, 
Address all correspondence to: Classified De• 
partment, 0 . I., 111 East Church St., Benton, 
Illinois 62812. 

BOOKS 

TWO BOOKS, "Covered Bridges Illinois, 
!owa," ~nd "Old Mills," $U0 each; many 
11lustrat1ons, photos, maps. Swanson's, Bui: 
334-S, Moline, Ill. 61265. 

ILLINOIS CRAFTS, ARTS 

FAMILY TREES or HISTORIES, or your 
own home, church or college-hand paint• 
ed on china plates. A wonderful gift for 
births, graduations, weddings, anniversar• 
ies, etc. Also, Grandmother Plates. Ruth 
Herleman, Rt. 5, Quincy, Ill. 62301. 5/75•2 

MITa-IELL ART MUSEUM 

MT. VERNON - Artists in the 34 south• 
ernmost counties of Illinois are invited to 
enter Southern Illinois Artists Open Com• 
petition. Entry fee $5.00 per each artist (3 
slides, 2"x2" ) . a minimum of $1,600 cash 
awards. July l f , 19n final date for entry. 
Entry fo rms available at the Mitchell Art 
Museum, P. 0 . Box 923, Mt. Vernon, Illi• 
nois 62864. 

NURSING HOMES 

SPACE AVAILABLE in fully modem nurs• 
ing home in rural setting in scenic Shaw• 
nee National Forest. Fairview House Nurs• 
ing Home. Telephone 618/285·6614. 
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REAL ESTATE 

COUNTRY HOME - 1 to 20 acres, 35 
miles south of Marion, Illinois. New 3 bed• 
rooms, fireplace. Call 618/827,3846, or 
write Ralph Layman, Route 2, Dongola, 
Illinois 62926. 6/7'i-2 

SOlJTHERN ILLINOIS land, 10 minutes 
from Carbondale near Crab Orchard Lake. 
Only $400 per acre for 12J.5 acres, 75% 
cleared. Some timber. Call Don Raines, 
Lambert Real Estate, 618/S'49•33'15. 

64 ACRES - Good land with barn and one 
acre pond. Beautiful country, with trees 
and creek. Giant City St.i,te Park lodge 
can be seen from the barn. Land is located 
on Highway H north of Cobden. Buy on 
a "contract for deed". Call Don Raines 
618/S'49·3375, Lambert Real Estate, Car'. 
bondale. 

21 ACRES south of Carbondale, off of High• 
way H . Beautiful countryside, city water. 
Now available at $21,000 .. Call Don Raines, 
Lambert Real Estate, 618/S'49·3375. 

BUY ON contract for· deed: recreational land 
just south of Southern Illinois University, 
79 acres for $42,S'O0, 7% interest. Call Don 
Raines, Lambert Real Estate, 618/549·3375. 

HOW MANY acres do you want? This 200 
has house, barn and four,acre p0nd, fot 
only $350 per acre. A second 200 acre~ 
with house, two barns, stable, can be had 
for $5'00 an acre. We also have 100 acres, 
with two-acre pond, for $33S' an acre. Will 
sell on contract for deed. For country land 
you dream about in Union County in the 
Shawnee Hills, near Giant City State Park, 
along the Trigg Ozark Trail, call Don 
Raines, Lambert Real Estate, 618/H9·337S', 

SAUNA 

SAUNA BATHS. Missouri's largest. Bring 
this ad for free trial. o ·pen 30 Hours 
Daily. Men on!y. Kerpan·s St. Louis Sauna 
Spa, 1 HO S. Kingshighway. One block 
north I-44. 

TOURS 

BICYCLE ILLINOIS-small group trip for 
common folks, not racers. July S' •lS', July 
19·29, Aug. 2·12, Aug. 21-31. Information, 
David M. Hoover, 808 West Vine, Taylor• 
ville 62568. 217/824·4431. 5/7M 

VACATION RENTAL 

RESERVE YOUR one or two bedroom kit• 
chenette near the Ohio River now. Weekly 
rate $S'O.00. Call Riverview Mansion Hotel, 
Golconda, Ill. Phone (618) 683·9221 or 
(618) 683-3001. 

Only One Time Around! 

Special Offer Till July 1, 1975 
1965 Bound Volumes ·Q\f 

;O'.utdoor Illinois 
We have a I imited number of this 1965 
edition at a special price, far below the 
price we will charge after July 1, 1975. 
Bright red buckram-bound cover, gold 
ink. l·ndexed. 

Limited Time 
Only $9.00 Per Volume 

add 50c for postage, 45c for tax 
if a,pplicable. 

'lb• Macazlne of Illlnol■ 

, , JJl!!!DOOJFJ. Il£ZJNOZ8l 
320 SOUTH MAIN STREET, BENTON, ILLINOIS 62812 
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' A New Geography of Illinois ! 

A continuing series on Illinois counties, com­
plete with maps, physical description, history 
and pre-history, places to go and things to see 
and do. 

Chapters available to date 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 

JACKSON COUNTY (Februa,ry 197 4) 

UNION COUNTY (June-July 1974) 

MADISON COUNTY (August-September 197 4) 

JEFFERSON COUNTY (October 197 4) 

VERMILION COUNTY (November 197 4) 

ADAMS COUNTY (December 197 4) 

JOHNSON COUNTY (January 1975) 

CALHOUN COUNTY (June-July 1975) 

Simply check the counties which will bring you up to date, enclose 

the necessary funds, fill in the coupon below, and we' ll do the rest. 

.75 

.75 

.75 

.75 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

Name ___________________________________________________ .. ______________ ___ ___________ ______________ _________________________ __ _ _ _ _____ _ 

Address __ __ ____ _ __________________________ _ ·---------------------------------------------------------------------- __ _________ _ 

City ------------------------------------ -- --- _________ _ State --------------------.. --------------.. - Zip ______ __ __ .. __ ___ _ 

I enclose $ ________________ for the Magazines 

checked above 

The M a gaz ine of I llinois 

OUfl'DOOJIA 
3 2 0 SOUTH MAIN STR EET , BENTON, ILLINOIS 62812 
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Our Latest Map of Illinois 
Has Seen Heavy Use. Since 1834? 

MOST PEOPLE have a burning desire to be up-to-date. 
To be modern. 

We'll buy that. 

At our famous Illinois Central depot in the smaM 
southern Illinois town of Benton, we insist on being up­
to-date. 

Like, when we have a story on the famous old 
Goshen Road from Shawneetown to Edwardsville, we 
want an illustration to show the historic trail at its 
zenith. So why not David H; Burr's map of Illinois of 
the 1830s showing the four -horse mail post coach roads, 
the two -horse mail stage roads, the one -horse mail or 
sulkey roads, the crossroads, and the distance between 
towns and stage stops. 

Where else are you going to get that kind of in­
formation nowadays if you don't use David Burr's map? 
Or, excuse me, if we don't use his map to illustrate 
Tales Along the Historic Goshen Road in Outdoi,r 
Illinois Magazine? 

Nowhere, that's where! 
And it's the same with everything else we do in 

the pages of Outdoor Illinois as we bring to our readers 
the people and places and times and things which have 
made - and will continue to make - Illinois different. 

People like the Indians who met the first European 
explorers three centuries ago last vear, a handsome, 
strong race descended from Illinoisans who had lived 
on this land for at least 117 centuries before that day in 
1673 ... 

Places like Lusk Creek Canyon and Kincaid Mounds 
and Nauvoo and Galena and Maramech Hill and Prairie 
Albion and Zion and Creal Springs and the Koster Site 
and Jubilee College and Bishop Hill ... 

Times like the Pennsylvanian period, 400 million 
years ago'. ~hen bituminous coal was beginning its long 
process of formation with the decaying vegetation in the 
widespread swamp forests which covered much of Illi­
nois or times like the Middle Woodland when skilled 
Indian artisans were turning out marvelously shaped and 
smoothed effigies and statuary . . . 

Things like the New Madrid earthquake and wild 
Illinois orchids and early trails in Illinois and lists of 
the biggest trees in Illinois and where to find them and 
how to create a wildflower garden under glass and 
Li-Boats on the prairie and the Great Sauk Trail ... 

But you get the idea. We do like to keep our read­
ers up to date. Even if the date was 400 million years 
a~o in Illinois. For Illinois is the subject and the object 
of Outdoor Illinois Magazine. Everything and anything 
that makes our state different, unusual, enjoyable, inter­
esting. Everything we think you would enjoy or need 
to know. 

That's Outdoor Illinois Magazine. 

If you have read this far, then we know you are 
like the growing number of people who find Outdoor 
Illinois "my favorite magazine." And we want to num­
ber you among th,em. 

To make it easy for you, use the coupon below to 
subscribe to Outdoor Illinois so you won't miss any more 
chapters of the story of Illinois, its places to go and 
things to see and do. Simply check the proper box, 
enclose coupon with your check, and mail to: 

OUTDOOR ILLINOIS MAGAZINE 

In the Old I. C. Depot 

320 South Main, Benton, Illinois 62812 

□ 
□ 

Enclosed is my check for $8.50 for one-year subscription. I 
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Outdoor Illinois 
Magazine □ 

Enclosed is my check for $9.00 for one-year subscription AND a 
18"x25" copy of David H. Burr's handsome 1830s map of Illinois, 
(suitable for framing), so I can be up-to-date. 

Enclosed is my check for $2.00 for map only. 

Name-------------------------

St. or RFD ____________________ _ 

In the old I. C. Depot 

3'l0 South Main Street 

Benton, lrlinois 62812 
To .. ,n St z· 1 

v, -------------- ate____ 1p ___ I 

-------------------------------------' 
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