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ILLINOIS HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDING SURVEY 
 

ADOLPH WOCHNER RESIDENCE 
 
 
 
 

Location:  104 W. Wood, Bloomington, Illinois 
 
Present Owner: 
 
Present Use:   Unoccupied 
 
Significance: Foursquare:  “Mediterranean Villa” 1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
1.   Article in the Bloomington Pantagraph (Newspaper) June 2, 1991 by Elaine Graybill, who quoted Anita Schertz, from 

her Master’s Thesis on 1989. 
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PART I HISTORICAL INFORMATION 
 

A. Physical History 
 

1. Date of Construction:  Circa 1910 2.  
 
2. Architect:  George H. Miller 3., 4. 
 
3. Original Owner:  Adolph Wochner 5. 
 
4. Alterations and Additions:  2-story addition on the south side, no basement or 

attic.  1-story “solarium” with a hot tub added to the south of the south addition. 
 

B. Historical Context 
 

1. The house was designed for Adolph Wochner by Bloomington’s prominent 
architect, George Miller, and built sometime around 1910.  Mr. Wochner was born 
in Bloomington May 21, 1872.  He was Cashier of the American State Bank until 
his death April 10, 1938. 6.  The house is a foursquare in the Mediterranean 
architectural style.1. 

 

2. George H. Miller was born in Bloomington, completed his formal education at the 
age of fifteen, he became an architect through apprenticeship of on job training 
with craftsmen and architects 7.  He was responsible for the reconstruction of many 
of Bloomington’s downtown structures destroyed in a devastating fire of 1900 3.  

Miller designed more than 120 buildings in the late 19th and early 20th centuries 9.   
His buildings included his home, a Queen Anne Style built in 1889 where he lived 
until his death in 1927. 10., 11. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
2. Bloomington Public Library.  Thesis by Evelyn Shirley Griffith “An Architectural Success of Central Illinois”:  

George H. Miller (1856-1927): Volume I: Biography 
3. Bloomington Public Library.  Thesis by Ms. Griffith 
4. Bloomington Pantagraph; April 29, 2007:  Article by Bill Steinbacher – Kemp 
5. Thesis by Evelyn Shirley Griffith, p. 377 
6. Bloomington Pantagraph, Obituary, April 11, 1938 
7. Thesis by Evelyn Shirley Griffith, Preface  
8. Thesis by Evelyn Shirley Griffith, p. 10 
9. Bloomington Pantagraph Article by Karen Hansen,  Dec. 10, 2004 
10. Bloomington Pantagraph Article by Karen Hansen,  
11. HRHP Nomination Form provided by IHPA 
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PART II  ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 
 

A. Two story, brick Mediterranean Eclectic Style.  Full basement below original structure; 
attic under hip roof frame with clay tile flooring.  Brackets at cornice corners.  North 
elevation center at attic dormer features a stepped brick façade with an arch top in a 
Spanish motif. 
 

B. Description of Exterior: 
 

1.  Over-all Dimensions:  32’-3” x 74’-9” (including South Additions) 
 
2.  Foundations:  Brick 
 
3.  Walls:  Plaster probably on wood lath. 
 
4.  Structural System:  Wood frame walls, floors and roof rafters. 
 
5.  Porch: North:  Full width of north façade.  Square brick piers in combination 

of three per column.  Flat roof with flat seam metal roofing.  Brick and 
concrete floor. 

   
South:  Wood deck addition. 

   
East Stoop:  Wood frame, Wood siding, Wood floor addition.  
    

                     6.  Chimneys:  
 
 a. Original Building:  
 
  (1) NE corner, brick projecting from the east wall extending above the 
        roof line.  This chimney served the living room fireplace and  
        probably a coal fired furnace in the basement.  This chimney is  
        detailed, projecting geometric patterns in brick. 
 
  (2) A second chimney is located in the SE section of the house.  This  
        chimney is in the area of the kitchen and likely served the cook  
        stove. 
  
 b. Addition: Stucco Finish 

 
 7.  Openings: 
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 a.  Doorways and Doors:  Wood 
 
   (1) North entry door painted wood and full panel leaded glass set in a 
         masonry wall with five unequal sides forming polygonal foyer.   
 
   (2) Interior entry door:  Stained wood with half-panel leaded glass   
        Flanked on each side with stained wood sidelights and half-panel  
        leaded glass. 
 
 b.  Windows:  Wood 
 
   (1) Typical Windows:  Painted, wood double hung, single pane top   
          and bottom sash.   
    
 8.   Roof: 
 
 a.  Shape:  Hip (square); Covering:  Clay (Spanish) Tile 
 
  b.  Cornice, Eaves:  Approximately two foot overhang wood cornice and eaves 
       with wood brackets at each corner. 
 

 c.  Dormers:  North: Brick Façade with stepped parapet and arch top with a 
circular window forming the north wall of a gabled dormer. East and West:  
Wood faced gabled dormer, tile roof, window opening at the center. 

 
 C. Description of Interior: 
 
  1. Floor Plans: 
 
   a.  First Floor: 
 

          (1)  North: Living room across front of the house, 30 ft. N-W by 14 ft. N-S;   
fireplace is in the center of the east wall; exterior entry in the center of the 
north wall; two windows on north on each side of entry; window on side 
of fireplace; double window on west wall 

 
        (2)  Dining Room off living room on the west through swing double doors 

sliding wood pocket door separates dining and stairwell; decorative triple 
window on west wall; double wood doors on south wall lead to addition. 

 
        (3)  Stairwell and stair to 2nd floor and basement connects to living, dining and  

kitchen in the center of the east side. 
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       (4)  Kitchen is in the southeast corner.  Rear exit is located on the south wall.  
Kitchen has been remodeled for updated use.  Washer/dryer is located on 
west kitchen wall. 

 
       (5) Addition – Living – located off dining room with access to the south entry.  

A full bath is located in the northeast corner.  A fireplace is located on the 
west wall.  A wood and glass double door leads to a sunroom on the south.   

 
        (6) Solarium – A 12’x15’ sunroom is attached to the south of the addition.  A 

hot tub is situated in the SW corner.  The solarium exits to the east on a 
wood deck. 

 
   b. Second Floor: 
 
    (1)  Stair to first floor and attic is located in the center of the east half of the 

house.  Stair has window seat and landing between 1st and 2nd floors. 
 
    (2) Northeast bedroom entry through door set at 45° to south wall from the 

stairhall.  The room is 12’-6” x 14’-0”; the closet in the west wall separate   
this bedroom from the NW bedroom; two small double hung windows on 
the east wall; one large wood stained double hung window in the north 
wall. 

 
    (3) Access to the NW bedroom is from the stairhall.  The room is 13’-6” x 14’-

0”, wood floor, plaster walls, one double hung wood window in the west 
and north wall.  A closet off the bedroom to the east has an arched double 
hung window.  This window is centered on the north elevation, second 
floor, above the porch roof. 

 
    (4) Access to the SW bedroom is off the stairhall through an east door.  This 

room is 13’-6” wide x 16’ deep.  Sliding wood pocket doors in the north 
wall connect this room with the NW bedroom.  Two double hung wood 
windows are in the west wall.  A closet is accessed by a door located on the 
south end of the east wall.  A door in the south wall connects to the living 
area of an apartment unit within the south addition. 

 
    (5) An apartment unit approximately 15’ wide x 16’-6” deep, containing an 

efficiency kitchen on the east and a full bathroom with tub adjacent to the 
kitchen in the northeast corner has been added to the original house. 

 
    (6) A bedroom approximately 10’-6” x 9’-6” is accessed through the bathroom 

and hall is located in the southeast corner and part of the addition. 
 
    (7) A full bathroom has been installed in a room south of the stair. 
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    (8) A laundry chute which likely to be original is located in the SW corner of 

the stair hall.  This is no longer functional. 
 
   c. Basement: A full basement approximately 7’x0” clear height is located below 

the original structure, there is no basement below the additions. 
 
    (1)  North Room:  This room is 30’ E-W by 14’ N-S located below the living 

room above.  Brick foundation walls are three walls.  The south wall is 
brick and a bearing wall for the floor system.  Two awning type wood 
windows are each located in the top of the east and west walls.  A boiler is 
located in SW corner of this room.  A coal fired furnace was likely to have 
been replaced by the boiler. 

 
    (2) Southwest Room: A room approximately 13’ x 16’ (located below the 

dining room) has been refurbished to become living quarters.  Brick walls 
are painted.  Floor is carpeted and an acoustical ceiling is installed.  A 
modern 6-panel white wood door is installed in the east wall.  Two awning 
windows occur in the west foundation wall top. 

 
    (3)  A wood stair to the basement is in the same stairwell on the center of the 

east half of the house.  A toilet (stool only) is installed on the landing at 
grade level.  Access to the exterior (east driveway) through the grade level 
door off the landing. 

 
    (4) Southeast Room:  An irregular shaped room below the kitchen and rear 

entry approximately 16’ x 12’.  The electric service/distribution panel, hot 
water, washer and dryer are in this room.  A 3-basin concrete sink is 
located on the east wall.  Two awning windows are in the top of the east 
foundation wall. 

 
   d.  Attic: The attic is essentially an open area with wood hip framing.  Rafters 

sloping from the corners to the center.  The slope is relatively low 
(approximately 4/12).  Three wood framed, gabled dormers occur in the 
center of each hip slope.  New construction was underway creating an 
irregular shape room.  This space is framed in wood and covered with 
drywall and attached to the west dormer. 

 
  2. Stairways:  Wood:  The stairwell is located in the center of the east half of the 

house connecting the basement with the attic.  The flight from the basement to the 
grade landing is wood.  The walls are plaster.  A toilet has been installed off this 
landing to the south.  The flight to the second floor landing has a newel post at the 
first floor square vertical balusters and wood rail, natural wood finish.  A window 
box is installed across the width of the 2nd floor landing.  An arch window with 
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stained glass glazing is centered on the stair.  A wood door separates the 2nd floor 
flight to the attic where the wood stair continues.  A ventilation access door is 
installed at the attic landing. 

 
  3. Flooring: 
 
   a. Original:  First Floor:  Wood, stained tongue & groove, probably original with 

wood base. 
     

(1) Living Room, Dining Room:  Wood 
(2) Living Room Addition:  Carpet 
(3) Toilet Addition:  Vinyl Tile 
(4) Kitchen (original house):  Vinyl tile – not original. 
(5) Solarium:  Tile – not original 

 
b. Second Floor 
 

   (1) Bedrooms, closets, stairwell:  Wood matching first floor and wood base. 
       (2) Bathroom (original house):  Vinyl Tile 
       (3) Living area (2nd floor apartment): Carpet 
       (4) Bathroom (addition):  Vinyl Tile 
       (5) Bedroom (addition):  Carpet 

        
   c. Basement 
 
       (1) North Room:  concrete 
       (2) Southwest Room:  Carpet over concrete 
       (3) Southeast Room:  Concrete 
 

d.    Attic 
 

   (1) Attic Floor:  Unfinished wood plank, original 
  

    4. Wall and Ceiling Finish:  Plaster, Painted. 
 
   a.  Original house, first and second floors:  plaster probably on wood lath.,  

painted. 
 
   b. Dining Room:  Wall fabric or paper (not original). 
 
   c.  Kitchen:  Tile above counter, under cabinet (not original). 
 
   d.  Bath:  Original house,  wainscot (not original). 
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   e. First and second floor apartments:  Drywall (addition). 
 
   f. Basement:  Unfinished brick with exception of SW room. 
 
      (1) SW Room:  West and south walls - painted brick; north and east walls - 
            painted drywall. 
 
  5. Openings: 
 
   a. Doorways and Doors:  Wood 
 

       (1) Interior Doors:  Typical stained wood, one panel door with stained wood 
             jams and head.  Door head was detailed with a cornice molding. 
 

          (2) Sliding wood pocket doors occur on the first floor, dining room and the 
          second floor bedrooms on the west half.  These doors are stained wood  
          single panel doors with stained wood jams and head.  
 
   b. Windows:  Wood/Glass 
 

         (1) Stairway:  Stained wood sash arched window with stained glass   
               full pane. 

 
    (2) Dining Room:  3-sash, stained wood, double-hung on each side, 
          fixed center with one third height fixed stained glass panel. 
   
    (3) Second Floor North Closet:  Double-hung arch window, stained 
          glass top pane. 
 

      (4) Attic, North Dormer:  Circular fixed sash. 
 
  6. Decorative Features and Trim:   
    
   a. First floor – original house 
 
      (1) Living Room:  wood jams, flat stained wood, with bead at the window 

sash and door window head.  Stained wood with reverse edge molded 
cornice.  Floor base stained wood, plain, approx. 8” height. 

      (2) Fireplace:  Mantle, facing and hearth:  glazed tile (not original). 
      (3) Dining Room:  Windows and doors same as living room. 
      (4) Kitchen:  New cabinets, countertops (not original). 
      (5) Apartment (addition):  wainscot prefinish molding (not original). 
      (6) Apartment fireplace:  simulated brick, painted (not original). 
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   b. Second floor 
 
      (1) Bedroom and stairwell trim is similar to first floor trim of the original 

house. 
      (2) Bathroom:  Tile wainscot (not original). 
 
  7. Hardware:  
 
   a. First Floor original house:  Hardware on first floor appears to be original – 

locks are simple mortise with brass knobs and brass face plates.  Hinges are 
brass. 

 
   b.  Second Floor Hardware:  brass knobs have been replaced with glass. 
 
   c. Hardware in the addition is brass (not original). 
 
  8. Mechanical Equipment: 
 
   a. Heating:  Original house – hot water, boiler, radiators 
   
   b. Lighting:  Electric surface mounted fixtures – none original. 
 
   c. Plumbing:  Hot and Cold water.  All plumbing fixtures have been updated. 
  
 D. Site: 
 
  1. General Setting and Orientation:  Urban setting on the south side of Wood Street, 

an east-west street, house faces north.  The lot is the 2nd lot west of the intersection 
of Main Street and Wood.  Two story houses are on the east and west sides. 

 
  2. Outbuilding:  2-car garage, brick veneer, shingle roof, 16 foot fiberglass overhead 

door. 
 
 
PART III   SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
 
 A. Interviews:  Phone Conversations:  August Wisnosky, Joseph Hurwitz, and  
    Mercer Turner 
 
 B. Biography:   Printed Material provided by Mercer Turner through Joseph Hurwitz 
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PART IV   METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH 
 
 A. Actual Research Process: 
 
  1. On-site Measurement of Existing Residence 
 
  2. Photograph Interior and Exterior 
 

  3. Oral History Phone Discussion by Mercer Turner with August Wisnosky of FWAI 
Architect Inc. 

 
 B. Archives and Repositories Used:  Printed Material provided by Mercer Turner 
 
 C. Research Staff: 
 
  1. Primary Preparer: August P. Wisnosky, AIA, Architect, FWAI Architects 
 
  2. Photographer:  August P. Wisnosky, AIA, Architect, FWAI Architects 
 
  3. Delineator: August P. Wisnosky, AIA, Architect, FWAI Architects 
 
  4. Additional Staff: Nancy McMaster, Administrative Secretary, FWAI Architects 
       Lisa Mancewicz, Administrative Assistant, FWAI Architect 
       Trish Foley, CAD Technician, FWAI Architects  
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NARRATIVE OF INVESTIGATION 
104 WEST WOOD 

BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
29 October 2007 

 
 
The following information was extracted from data provided by Mercer Turner Law Office, 
Bloomington, Illinois, and Joseph Hurwitz, Springfield, Illinois.  The data includes excerpts from 
the Bloomington Pantagraph (newspaper):  Thesis by Anita Schertz (printed in the Pantagraph by 
Elaine Graybill); and a Master of Art Thesis for the University of Iowa by Evelyn Shirley Grif-
fith.   
 
The residence at 104 West Wood in Bloomington, Illinois was designed for Adolph Wochner cir-
ca 1910 by George Miller, a Bloomington architect.  The residence is a two-story brick masonry 
“four square” Mediterranean style architecture.  The residence contains a basement and an attic.  
The brick is Roman brick measuring 8 1/4” by 2 1/4”.  It is a pressed brick with a thin 1/8” to 
3/16” mortar joint.  The roof is a hipped roof with clay tile in the Mediterranean style, which is 
likely to be original.   
 
A two-story addition was constructed on the south side of the building.  This is a relatively mod-
ern addition which was constructed to provide apartments, probably used for student housing for 
students attending Illinois State University and other Bloomington schools.  This information is 
not documented.  What appears to be the most recent addition, is the solarium on the south of the 
south addition, which is a Plexiglas-type construction containing a hot tub.  This provides for an 
additional exit on the south side of the structure. 
 
The interior of the original portion of the residence appears to be intact.  Wood framing, doors 
and windows, and floor base appear to be original woodwork, as well as interior doors and sliding 
wood doors.  Fireplace mantels do not appear to be original.  A modern-period kitchen has been 
installed in the southeast corner of the structure, which was probably the location of the original 
kitchen.  This area also includes accommodation for a washer and dryer.  Some of the original 
fabric of the original residence may have been removed to accommodate this construction, i.e. 
laundry chute to the basement from the second floor.   
 
The basement area is composed of brick foundations.  The earlier mention of “four-square” con-
struction deviates somewhat, since only one room occurs on the north side of the building, where 
normally two rooms of equal dimension might be located.  A boiler is located in this area, which 
is likely a conversion from an original coal-fired heating plant.   
 
The living room area on the first floor also deviates from the “four-square” tradition in that the 
living room is one space across the north side of the residence, rather than consisting of two 
rooms.   
 
The attic space is primarily a space provided by the framing of the hip roof and the attached dor-
mers on the east, north and west sides.  The south side has been altered with the attachment of the 
south addition.  The construction of an irregularly-shaped room is underway in the attic.  Drywall 
has been hung and finished when construction ceased. 
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East Side 
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South Looking Northwest 
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North Porch Looking East 
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Dining Room Window Looking West 
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Living Room Looking East 
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Interior Door Design 

104 W. Wood 

Bloomington, IL 

File: IL_McLeanCounty _ Wochnerl 0.tif 



Second Floor Bedroom Northwest Comer 
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Second Floor Bedroom Looking South to Addition 
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Second Floor Electric Panel and Laundry Chute 
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Entrance to Attic -New Unfinished Construction 
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Attic - Roof Framing 
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East Entry at Basement Stair Landing 
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Basement Northeast Comer - Boiler 

104 W. Wood 

Bloomington, IL 

File: IL_McLeanCounty _ W ochner 18 .tif 



Basement Northwest Comer 

104 W. Wood 

Bloomington, IL 

File: IL_McLeanCounty _ Wochnerl 9 .tif 



[ GR 3 ;Cl 

Basement Southeast Comer 
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Basement Southwest Room 
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Basement Southwest Room Looking Northeast 
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Basement Stair 
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From our past: Libraries among architect's most 
recognized work 

By Bill S teinbacher-Kemp 
ArchivisULibrarian McLean County Museum of History 

"He thought his buildings would last forever," Betty Moratz 
Singh recalled in a 1990 interview concerning her 
grandfather, the prominent Bloomington architect Paul 0. 
Moratz. 

Singh said her grandfather looked ahead to a time when a 
curious onlooker would stumble across one of his libraries, 
schools or homes and say, "What a beautiful building - I 
wonder who built it?" 

Born in Germany in 1868, Moratz settled with his family in 
Bloomington when he was about 2 years old. He attended 
- but likely never graduated from - the University of 
Illinois, and his architectural background reflects less the 
theory of the classroom and more the day-to-day 
practicalities of managing the family business. 

Herman Moratz, Paul's father, opened a woodworking shop 
in the predominately German neighborhood of South Hill, 
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situated south of downtown and east of Miller Park. Paul succeeded his father in the late 1880s, a time when 
Queen Anne architecture and its "gingerbread" styling placed a high demand on mill work. 

As a result of this Queen Anne "rage," Moratz and the craftsmen under his employ were kept busy meeting the 
demand for locally produced doors, sashes, frames, moldings and veneers. Eventually, he relocated the planing 
mill to a site near the old Nickel Plate Railroad tracks between McLean, Bell and Evans streets. 

For Moratz, the disciplines of architecture and mill work melded into one, and his "up-to-date" (that is, modern) 
homes were born of "ready-made plans" and "massed-produced materials." 

After a fire destroyed the planing mill, Moratz rebuilt at the same location, but shifted his business focus to the 
production of hardwood flooring. 

Moratz served as the primary architect for Samuel R. White's two-block residential boulevard White's Place 
(today known as White Place without the possessive). 

He designed the stone gate at Empire Street, and several of the homes mirror the style and layout of those found 
in his 1899 plan book "Up-To-Date Homes." 

One could argue that Moratz's greatest legacy rests with his prolific body of work relating to public libraries, many 
of them Carnegies. Moratz-designed libraries include those in Edwardsville, El Paso, Fairbury, Farmington, 
Greenville, Paxton, Pekin and many other small and medium-size communities. 

Unfortunately, several of Moratz's major works have fallen to the wrecking ball. 

One of his more well-known public buildings was the old Coliseum, located at the corner of Roosevelt and Front 
streets. Opened in late December 1892, the concert and convention hall was razed in April 1961 to make way for 
a used car lot. U.S. Cellular Coliseum, across the street from that site, is named after the original. 

In 1991, local preservationists suffered a grievous blow with the razing of the Moratz-designed J.W. Van Schoick 
home at 103 W. Wood St. 

The nearly century-old residence, with its signature Queen Anne-style corner tower, was torn down to make way 
for a gas station and convenience store. 

Sadly, history may repeat itself. Today, the block immediately to the south of the BP station is threatened by 
commercial development. This historic block features Moratz's own home, 108 W. Wood SL Although this Queen 
Anne residence has weathered significant modifications, including the loss of the two-story gazebo porch, the 
original design is still visible. This block also includes the architecturally significant Adolph Wochner home, 
located at 104 W. Wood St. and des,gnecllJ� A. fvl,ller, anofner niaJorB'loo!Tt'inyton"archll� 

Currently on display at the McLean County Museum of History is a recently restored rolltop "secretary" desk 
designed and built by Moratz when he attended the U of I. Visitors will find this golden oak "confection" in the 
south hallway just off the main floor rotunda. 
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history" 
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"At a minimum the Miller home should be saved. No one wants or needs a Walgreens 
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Article Text : 

The fou rsq u a re house hasn 't  gotten much respect. Th is p la i n ,  p ractica l a nd a bove-a l l  reputa b le 
dwel l i ng somehow got lost between the Queen Anne sty le of the Victoria n  era a nd the post World 
War II  sp l it leve l .  

Fou rsquare houses, someti mes ca l led Cornbelt Cu bes, were the a rch itectura l  meat a nd potatoes of 
the u pper m idd le  class ea rly in th is  centu ry.  The basic sty le was a two-story cu be with a h i p  roof. A 
h i p  roof has fou r  s ides converg ing  to a po int. Beyond that, each house was a n  i nd iv idua l  creation 
d isti n g u ished by various styles of construct ion materia l ,  porch,  p i l l a rs,  dormers, wi ndows a nd 
ch imney.  

Ins ide,  the sta ndard des ig n cons isted of fou r  square rooms on each floor - one at each corner .  
Va r iat ions on that theme as  we l l  as i n d iv idua l ized sta i rways and added-on back porches or sun  
rooms g ave persona l ity to  the  houses.  

B loo m i ngto n  res idents, pro ba bly i nsp i red by the emergence of mass production a nd i nter ior 
decorative a rts, went m i l d ly w i ld with the fou rsq uare house . Fou rsqua res ca n be found  scattered 
generous ly in o lder neig h borhoods, part icu la rly on the city 's near-east s ide .  

A few years ago,  An ita Schertz, then a n  I l l i no is  State U n iver !  s ity g raduate student i n  home 
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econom ics, was loo ki n g  for a usefu l top ic for her  master's thesis, incorporat ing a rch itecture and 
h istory .  Someone suggested a study of loca l fou rsq uare houses . 

The time  fi na l ly had come to g ive th is  q u iet and hard-work ing a rch itectura l sty le its d u e  respect. 

M rs .  Schertz, a teacher at Normal  Com m u n ity H ig h  School ,  spent weeks in the summer  of 1989 
dr iv ing a round Bloom ington- Norma l photog ra ph ing  the exteriors of fou rsquare houses.  She made 
specific notes of the frequency of a rch itectura l  featu res, and got a few owners to fi l l  out 
q uestionna i res a bout i nterior featu res.  She ana lyzed and photog ra phed 3 1 9  houses, wh ich she 
estimates to be a bout  ha lf the fou rsq u a res i n  a 1 0 - m i le c ircle with Bloomingto n -Normal  in the 
m idd le .  

She identified fou r  major  var iat ions of  fou rsqu a res . Fifty percent of  the houses she photog raphed 
were Craftsman- ,  Pra i rie- or Bunga low-style fou rsqua res .  Twenty-seven percent were Standard 
fou rsq u a res !  ; 1 8  percent were Class ica l and 5 percent  were Eclect ic .  

The acco m pa ny ing photos and descript ions i l l u strate a few of the features of we l l -p reserved 
fou rsq u a re houses in the Bloom ingto n -Normal  a rea . 

1323  E .  Wash ington St . , B loo m ingto n  

This Sta ndard fou rsqu a re be long ing  to Albert K .  and  Carole Semmler  exh ib its t h e  s imp lest 
cha racteristics of the type : h i p  roof, nea rly symmetrica l front, porch with fou r  p i l la rs and  o pen 
ra i l i n g .  

Bu i lt i n  1 903,  t h e  cla pboa rd house h a s  the sta ndard fou r- room layout downsta i rs ,  p l u s  a n  added­
on sunporch a nd la u n d ry room in  the rea r. It has two sta i rways i ns ide .  

80 1 Broadway, N o rma l  

Th i s  br ick Craftsman fou rsquare, b u i lt i n  1 9 1 3, has  had o n ly five owners,  i nc lud ing the  cu rrent  
owners,  Steven and  Rebecca Land a u .  They beca me acq u a i nted with the daug hter of  the fam i ly  that  
bu i l t  the house,  and  lea rned she was born i n  what i s  now the ir  bedroom .  

M rs .  La nda u ,  curator at  the h istoric David Davis Ma ns ion,  gave The Pa ntag rap h  a tou r  o f  the 
house's i nterior, wh ich h !  as  many of its orig i na l  a rch itectu ra l features .  

The house has m uch ori g i na l  woodwork, some of wh ich  is pa inted . M rs .  La ndau th i n ks a l l  of  it  was 
pa inted at one  t ime .  The woodwork throughout  the house is b i rch or  ash and  wa lnut, sta i ned 
d ifferent shades i n  d ifferent rooms.  The floors a re oa k .  

The woodwork i n  the d i n i ng room is  ca l led ske leta l wa inscoti ng ,  and  it i s  topped b y  a p late ra i l .  The 
La ndaus use the p late ra i l  to d isp lay ornamenta l p lates, just as  people would have done in the 
ear ly 20th centu ry .  

One l i v i ng  room wa l l  i s  taken u p  by  a fi re p lace fla n ked by symmetrical bookcases and  h i gh  
windows, which i s  a typ ica l feature of  fou rsq uare houses.  

Throughout the house, the wa l lpaper chosen by the La ndaus is a uthentic to the genera l  e ra of the 
house.  H owever, the d i n ing  room,  now wa l l pa pered and pa inted,  or ig i na l ly had em bossed 
leatherette on the wa l l s .  

When it was b u i lt, the house had both gas  and e lectric l i ghts.  The Landaus f !  o u nd a stu b of a gas  
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p ipe i n  the downsta i rs ha l lway. 

The floo r p lan downsta i rs va ries in that the k itchen was added on to the back of the basic cube. 

The house's m a i n  sta i rway features a l and ing  and retu rn steps.  A sma l ler  back sta i rway, wh ich 
M rs .  Schertz described as  uncommon in fou rsq uares, led from the k itchen to the bed rooms.  

U psta i rs ,  the layout has been modern ized by convert ing  two bed rooms and a l a rge c loset i nto a 
master su ite. 

104 W.  Wood St. , B loo m ington 

The house of George Ventura Jr .  i s  a d isti nctive fou rsq u a re on severa l counts.  It fa l ls under  the 
Ec lectic sty le identified by M rs .  Schertz, and within that, it i s  c lassified as  a " Med iterra nean V i l la . "  

Bu i lt i n  the ear ly years of the centu ry a nd once owned b y  banker  Ado lph  Woch ner, i t  was des igned 
by a rch itect Georg e  H.  M i l ler, who d rew the p lans  for many of Bloom i ngton- Norma l 's prom i nent 
structu res. M i l l er  was a key fig u re i n  the rebu i ld i ng of the city after the 1 900 Bloom ington fi re . 

Ventu ra ,  former proprietor of Ventu ! ra 's restau rant, bought  the house from the Wochner fa m i ly i n  
the ea rly 1 950s.  H e  sa id the house was b lessed b y  the Roman  Cathol ic b ishop o f  Peoria after i t  was 
b u i lt .  

Th is  b rick  house w ith  ti le  roof i s  a n  exam ple of  a fou rsq uare w ith  rather e la borate a rch i tectura l  
flou r ishes.  

Inside, Ventu ra sa id ,  the house ma inta i ns its ori g i na l  features, i nc lud i ng sta ined and leaded g lass, 
natu ra l  woodwork and wood floors .  

Sti l l ,  the floor p l a n  adheres t o  five rooms u psta i rs and  fou r  down, w ith a n  added-on sun porch . 

Ru ra l  Ca rlock 

The name of another a rch itect pro m i nent i n  B loomington-Norma l 's h istory comes u p  in connection 
with Kenneth and G race Keig h in 's  br ick Craftsman  fou rsquare farmhouse.  

M rs .  Schertz fou n d  most fou rsquare fa rm houses near the Twi n  Cit ies a re brick or concrete b lock.  
Apparently, the c lapboard houses d id n 't survive, she sa id .  

M rs .  Keig h in  sa id  Arthu r  L. P i l lsbu ry, a n  a rch itect of  the  sa me era as George M i l ler !  , des igned the 
expans ive fou rsq uare, wh ich was completed i n  1 9 1 4  by fa rmer M i l o  La ntz. 

M rs .  Keig h i n 's  g ra ndfather, Ed A. K inzi nger, bou g ht the house in the late 1 920s . She  a nd her 
husband made the fou rsquare the i r  home i n  1 9 5 1 ,  a nd ra ised the i r  ch i ldren  Kev in  and Va lerie 
there .  Al l  the house's occupants have been fa rmers .  

Her  house shows the Craftsman i nfl uence through  its rectangu la r  shape, w i d e  eaves and  strong 
horizonta l l i nes.  A lso,  the sq uare porch co l u m ns a re typica l  Craftsma n .  

The floor  p lan has fou r  b i g  rooms p l u s  a l a rge ha l lway downsta i rs ,  with three b i g  rooms, o n e  sma l l  
room a nd a l a rg e  ha l lway u psta i rs .  The Keigh i ns' house has  front and rea r  sta i rways, and  
" beautifu l "  natu ra l  woodwork, M rs .  Keig h i n  sa id .  "We rea l ly haven't  changed hard ly  a nyth ing  i n  i t . "  
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' It's Miller's Time' 

Page 1 of 3 

1 30:The Holy Trin ity rectory, Main and Locust streets, is among the B loomington bui ld ings on the " It's Mil ler's 
Time" fund-raising tour. The 1 898 bu i ld ing is an example of romanesque Revival architecture. 

What: " It's Mil ler's Time," fund-raising tour of h istoric Bloomington bu i ldings and homes designed by Twin 
City architect George Mi ller, including the first public look at the interior of Mil ler's home, 405 W. Market St. 

When: 1 0  a .m.  to 2 p .m.  Saturday and noon to 4 p .m.  Sunday. Tour  beg ins at Fat Jacks, 5 1 1 N.  Main St. , 
Bloomington.  

Cost: $25.  Proceeds wi l l  be used to pay expenses the Old House Society Foundation incurred in  the move of 
the h istoric Mandel-Cohn home, also designed by Mil ler, last month . 

I n  addition :  People can also purchase raffle tickets to win a signed Ken Kashian panoramic photo of 
downtown Bloomington or an original drawing of the Mandel-Cohn home by I rv Tick. 

I nformation: (309) 820-0548. 

BLOOMI NGTON -- A weekend tour of h istoric bu i ldings designed by Twin City architect George Mi l ler will 
provide the community its first opportun ity to see the interior of the 1 889 Queen Anne home where Miller 
once l ived. 

But for 82-year-old Jean Hornberger of Fort Wayne, I nd . ,  that gl impse wil l be much more personal. 

Hornberger is Mil ler's granddaughter, and she l ived there too. 

Hornberger and six members of her fami ly will travel to the Twin Cities this weekend to take the tour. For most 
of them it will be the first time they've seen the home. 

" I  love the house,"  Hornberger said of the home her grandfather designed for h imself at 405 W. Market St. 

I t  will be open to the publ ic for the first time Saturday and Sunday as part of " I t's Miller's Time." 

The fund-ra ising tour for the Old House Society Foundation wil l raise money to offset expenses connected 
with last month's move of the h istoric Mandel-Cohn home, also designed by Miller. 

I n  addition to the Mil ler home, the tour includes the George Cox home, 701 E. Grove St. ; the Holy Trin ity 

http://nl.newsbank.com/nl-search/we/ Archives?p _action=doc&p _ docid= l 0733806DC18 1 . . .  10/25/2007 
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rectory, Main and Locust streets; and the former Moses Montefiore Temple, 31 5 N .  Prairie St. 

It will beg in  at the Mil ler bui lding that houses Fat Jacks, 5 1 1 N. Main St. , with a d iscussion of Mil ler's l ife and 
a sl ide show of his work, which includes many of the Twin C ity's most recogn izable bui ld ings. 

"They are going to see some of the best examples -- Mil ler's g reatest h its," said B loomington resident Judy 
Stearns, among the tour's organizers. "He put a face on the city of Bloomington." 

The prolific Miller designed more than 1 20 bui ld ings in  the late 1 9th and early 20th centuries. 

Among the more well-known structures are the Mil ler Park pavil ion, St. Mary's Church and the Livingston 
Bui ld ing ; a l l  in B loomington, and I l l inois State University's Cook Hal l .  

For Hornberger, th is weekend's visit wi l l  mark the first t ime she has been in  the home, now owned by Peoria 
resident Larry Knuth, in about three decades. 

For some members of her fami ly travel ing with her -- including her husband, fou r  chi ldren and granddaughter 
-- it will be the first time they've ever seen it. 

The octogenarian, a 1 944 graduate of I l l inois Wesleyan University, "just vaguely" remembers her g randfather, 
who d ied when she was 4 years old. 

" I  always knew as I got older that he was an architect," said Hornberger, who is avidly interested in  her 
g randfather's work. "My father (Mil ler's son, Raymond) talked about h im a lot. " 

Hornberger also lived at the home with her aunt and grandmother for a year whi le she attended IWU .  

She  said she can remember "just about everything" about the house, including its round room and several 
fireplaces -- including one with ceramic bricks " in the prettiest blue." 

The tou r  also wil l  showcase the range of styles Mil ler, a son of German immigrants, had mastered, Stearns 
said. 

In addition to the Victorian homes, with their asymmetrical design and pitched roofs, the tou r  wil l i nclude the 
Holy Trin ity rectory, wh ich Stearns called "the last best Romanesque Revival structure in  Bloomington ." 

By contrast, that style is characterized by its symmetry and masonry construction. 

"He really was so prolific," Stearns said . 

The tou r  begins at Fat Jacks, 5 1 1 N .  Main St. , in downtown bloomington .  the bui lding was once known as the 
Akers bui ld ing.  

The former George Mi l ler home is located at 405 W. Market St .  The Queen Anne was bui lt in 1 889. 

George Mi l ler 

The Victorian home at 701 E .  Grove St .  was bui l t  in 1 886 and formerly owned by George Cox, a flour  mi l l  
manager. I t  cost $20,000 to bui ld .  

The bu i ld ing at  315 N .  Prairie St. , the former the Moses Montefiore Temple, is an example of  Moorish Revival 
architecture and is currently a private residence. 

The bui ld ing at 3 1 5  N. Prairie St. was at one time the Moses Montefiore Temple. The 1 889 temple is an 
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example of Moorish Revival arch itecture and is currently a private residence. 

Archive contents are copyrighted by the Pantagraph and may not be republished without permission. 
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Geo rge H .  Miller { 1 8�6 -1 917 ) was  a midwestern architect 

w ho was Dorn , tra ined , p ractice d. ,  an d died in  Bloo m i m,3-i: on ,  

I ll.inoi.s . .for th .is mea.i um s.i zed Illin oi s  c:i.. ty M il l. er 

provided an un usu a l  n umb er of p u bl i c  a nd private st  :n.1ctures 

a t  a t11r1 e OI  tne com rr! l1n1 ty 1s econom i c  stanilization . N o  

longer a raw f ro n tier town , Blooati ng to n  reached a s tage wnen 

.its citi zens , .ousinessme n ,  and  organizat ions were 

s uff i cie ntly developed a na prosper ous to demand. ar- t istic 

stru ctm: es of dur: a ol e  materia ls at the s am e  time thll er 

entered the ar chitectural prof essi on . Trained i n  t h e  Old 

W orl.d. manner , nil .ler: w as one of the la st in a gr oup of 

a rchi 1::.ects w ho .Le arned i t:.s tr: aa e  o n  the JOb ra.tn.er t.han 11.t a 

s ch ool..  .H e  co mpletea 111 .s f or ma l  educa ti on at  age f ifteen 

and. lear ned his pro:tessi on apprenticed to a carpenter­

b uild er .. Th.ougn l acking academic cert if ication , l'l il ler 

d em onstr ated h is arc11ite ctu1:a l S K.i i.ls to the sat1s:t ac1:ion of  

h is patrons , m any of  w ho m  rep eated ly r et ur n ed to  hi m :tor new 

pi:oJect:;s . He .oui. lx .stru ctures i n  Bl oo m i ngton , in C entral 

I ll in ois , and  was involv ec.i wi tn r:mi.l di ng s  ir1 four  o ther 

s tates , low a , W is consi n ,  M ich �g an ,  a nd Texas . He w as 

h on orea ny his ar cti. :1.tect ural peers w hen  o n e  of h is designs 

l J..l 



was chos en f or ct l. s J? lay a t:.  C n 1. cag o ' s  Co lu mbia n W or .Ld. .fair of 

Des pite t:.he n um De r  of st ru ctures a t ·t1: 1..iluted to Mil l er ,  

n i.s r eputat::i. on aec.Lirwa. af t.er h is d e at h ; a na 1.nf or m.ation 

c on ce rn1.  ng h lfil was uispe rsed. , u.estroyed , an d. forgot t en � But. 

in  tt1e  .L ast a.ecad E- inter est i n  h 1.111 n a.s D ee n  re v ived. , an u 

m an y  of t1is st ructures h ave been a dd ed t o  the Na tion a.l 

H is toric Reg is ter . Fort unateiy many con tempor a r y  

p hotogra pns an d e t.cn ings o f  .B l o omi ng ton stru ctures sti. 1 1  

e xist s o  w n e h  a nu.:i..lding can Dt at tr1.huted t o  l1 i ll e r ,  l. t s  

original. sty le can .De de termi ned .. b ecau se s o  many o f  t nis 

a rch i tec t • s  nu .ild .1.ng .s ar e. dated pr ecis e.L y  ana recor d ed 

v is u ally I i'llll er can b e  useful. to schola rs da-ci n g  m J. dwestern 

a rc h .1 tec t u r:-a l.  sty les a nd tne lag-t im e  tran splanted styJ..es 

n ee d  ea  t o  re ach -c ne .second.ary ci. u es of tn e i.n teri.or .. 

'f.his th es is is t:.he first attem.p t to c om pile i n form ation 

on Mille r •s lir e ,  w or.K. , and artistic a cc oai pl.i.s nm en t s .. r1 uch 

of tn e inf or ma. ti.o n conce rning l'lill er h as been glea n ed f .com 

n ew spape r::.s . No i.11<1ex ex ists for t he D a i ly PantagraQ.& ,  which 

n ecessit ated a visual search . S in ce n e w spaper sear ches are 

t edious anct of ten unrewa rding ,, I d id n ot , a ttempt to r ea d  

e ve ry aai ly pap er in 1"l il ler •s .t.oity -si.x year car eer .. 

I nstead 1. s ln.in med slo w .Ly tnro ugh tne fif teen y ear  perio d 

w her e in the DUlK o:t t11 ll er ' .s  att ri b u te d  struct ures date ,. 

l'h at lea ves uns wor k u n ev en ly w ei gh-c.eu in the 

1. V  



a 1no unt ot mu.te ria..L d.V\.11..l aDl c; t·or-- t h is pe riod. and  p r o �v-.1.ct es. 

o n l y  sca n ty c-o v erage o:r t.he ot:..t1 er th ir ty -one y ears ot n is 

c ar eer w ru.c11 a eserve clo ser s cr u t.i n y .. B ecau se t nis t.nesis 

i s  alrta dy J. en y thJ , .i. ha ve no L a tT. em pted to  incl ude any 

i nf ormat ion re g,u.· ui119 tJ1 e in t erior s  un less I c hance d. up on 

contelfliJO ra.ry ct e.scr: i :p ti on s ..  N or ha ve I v igor ous.Ly s earcn ect 

f or inform atio n o n  s truc tures loca t e d  outside oi b l oomin gton 

or N ormal. .. un ly s uch in forma tio n  as cam e accid e nta lly to m y  

a tte ntion has  neen inclu de d .  

V 



1 . 5  1 9 27 George H e  Mi.ller 's Obi.tuary 

8 

"Geor g e  H e  f1 il ler , une of Pi oneer Archi t.ec'ts of the Cit.y ,. 
mon.ed ;-

n .Qai.ll PantaqraPh ,. ·, l'l &rch l927,  p .. j ,  col . ..  4 .. 

Kn own  bl ooIDi.ng toni an Passed A w ay S un day Af ternoon 

an I llnes s  of ?our Years Dur ati.on--Was Born in 

vergr een Ci. ty i n  1 8 56 --Dra:tteci Pl ans f or M a ny of the 

Hail.din gs and W as a V et eran in  ·rhi.s 

in Th is V ici.n ity --Was Qui.te A ctive i.n C ommunity 

Follow i. ng an illnes s  of four years ,. which c ommenced 

a s t roke of paralys is ,  G eorge H .. Mi ller , Bloom i.ng t on 

r arch itect. � breathed his last a t  2 :  10 Sunday 

west Mar k. et s treet..  Whi l e  an  

up  a nd arou nd ,  and haa the 

nis facu ltie s  up t o  a week ag o ,  w h en 

bedf ast an d sa nk in to a s tate o f  coma .,- which 

u Il t:i 1. t he ell ct • 

Mr .. Miller w as norn i n  B loominy1:o n , l'Jay 7 ,  18S b ,  the 

of John Georg e I"li.l le r and Loui se Scher er Miller , who 

w urtem burg , G er m an y , and w ho cam e  t o  r1cLean 

s ett ling upon a fr:-am [ si c ] ..  They .o e ca m.e the 

e ight  childre n ,  .si x son s  an d two daug hters  .. 

rea 1: ed upon a far:m and r e ceived h is education in 



s cn ool.s a w .1:1en but 1 5  h e  decided to stare out 

the car ee r  of  arc.hi tect, w h 1.ch hrou gn t him fame .. He 

the o:t:.tice of iu. cn t.er t. bunt in g , "" at that t. i me t he 

h l.oom i.ngton .. Re  wa s f ortunate i.n 

g such em iuent t utelage as both  members of the f i.rm 

art ists i n  their fi eld a nd master s  of their profession ., 

la ter went t o  Ind ian ap olis , w n er e  h e  rose t o  

while B untin g  went to Spr1.ngfield , w he r e  h.e 

a rchitect . H arr1s , who succeeded the rirm , 

o . , 1.n "1874 , t akin g  Mr .. Miller w i-c.n ni.m .. 

state one _y ear ,, l:l.r . Miller retur n ed t o  

an d b ecame e ng ag e d  w it h  Henry A .. M in er a.s 

In tnose day s  it was the custom for a contr a ct or 

architect ass ociated w.i th h im to prepare plans .. 

con tin ued w.1t h t1i.ner for 14 y ears . 1. 0  In 1 885 he 

up an office £or himse lf , h anging  out  bis s h ingl e a t  

Mi.:ii ll a nd P:cont str eets . He later moved to th e 

and still la�er to the E vans Building , 

at t he l.at te r  po.int u n ti l  hi.s retirement in  

i.s p r obanl y  incor re ct .. N o  e viden ce h as been found  
di.eating any  partn er ship between R .ichter and  Bunti.ng .  

J;is is 1 ncorr ect 
lready stated in 
he d ate of. 18 88 - , 
·1ner .is  18 85 ., 

a nd not eve n  valid ,u thin the dates  
t he arti cle .. 1 874  pl.us 1 4  w ould give 
alt hough the stated date th at h e  l e ft 

sev era.J... of rns offices .. See his 



10  

�as Pioneer Architect 

For inany y ea rs ,  L'l r.  M il l er wa s Bloo nd.ngtou 's o n ly 

t and scor es o i  t.ne f inest .str u c t ures are p erm anent 

to h is a rn lit.y and  tal.en t ..  One of nis f ir st. 

jobs was the county Jail .. He later drew plans  for 

rmil di.n g at th e corner 0£ Center and .f ron t. 

When but 1 9 ,- n e  dre w t he plans for the O berkoetter 

on so uth Ma�n street and also t he present 

bui lding  .. 

Pl.a nned i:lany Buildings 

especially a cti v e  afte r:  the great tire of. 1 9UO 

131.oomi.n gton ' s  n usin ess d istri c t  w as s wept away , 

plan s  for the Durle y  block ; th e Corn Belt hank ;  

Livings t on bu.i l.d.1.ng ; t he l'lcLea n county bank 

the l"i etropole hotel ; the G eorge Bran d imi.ldin g ;  

building ; tte  C .. w .. Klem.m wh olesale 

the Eva ns buJ.J. di ng ; the First. Pr esby 1:.erian 

h.!2 the N ormal Un iv ersity  g ymnasi um ,  and scores of 

alfton g th.em .oei.ng the A .. E .. DeMange, now 

d orm itory , a.nd t he J .  '1.' . S n el l ,  b oth on. North 

He a lso  dr ew plans f or many structures  of note 

for a c om plete list . 

!:though the senten ce structure see1ns to date thi.s a nd 
.he f ollowi ng build in gs aft.er t he 1900  fire , they al l 
c "i:-eceded tn e f :n e w ith tn.e  exce pti.on of the De.M. a n.ge 

c:J:esid ence .. 



. -. 
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D ecai::.u r ,  Ect .s-c St .. Lou.is ,  Ottawa and other cities .. 

the r ir st to  intr oauce t:h.e moder:n  s ystem of si.de 

in schoo l .oui l.ding5 at. tn e l'.ior;;a al U ni vers i ty 

schoo l. a n d  Which sys tem h as since grown into 

For sever al y ea.rs h e  wa.s e n ga g ed a.s supervisin g 

i.tect for gov e r nment bui.ldi.ngs and had charge of the 

fucti.on o f  the fede ral. stnict ures a t  Saginaw ,  Mi.ch . 11 

at Bloomington .. 

r.tiller r an ked W i.th t .he leading  ar chitects of t he 

and his t alent a nd skill w as o f  the high es t  ord e r  .. 

_ ght to provi de n ot only t.he  sunstantial,  a nd catered 

m.anency ,, .bu t. he also had a n  artistic conception w h i.ch 

Jshed lfid ny structu res a nd _y et which d1,d not d etract 

charact.e:risti cs .. fiis f a.me was car r ied  

!li.s serv i.ces w e re i n  constant demand 

30 years .. 

Octobe r , 1 8 8 711 M r  .. Miller was rnarri.ed to !'l i. ss R os e  

o :f  ,Ja co D  and .Bib.iana Stautz , earl.y settler s 

county .. Three children wer e  no:cn ,. Kenneth 11. .. , nov 

Decatur ; Rayru on d ,  w i t:h t t1e  Feder al Reserve 

Sal l.le at hom e ..  He also J..eaves two 

M il ler a nd Ch a r les L .. Hiller ,  both well 

Bloomi ng ton an d one sister , l'li.ss 

al.so o:t Bloomingt on .. 
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Mr .. !.'l J..ller was  a lli8" J1be-r of  -r:he Unitari.an ch urcn /T of 

lodg·e , K:n 1.g hts o:t Py thias , oei. ng p as t  chance l lor ,.  and 

:tor f our y ea rs as alde rman or the  f: ourt:h  ward .. 1 :., 

eight ies , 1 41 .h.e .made  th e r:ace fo:r mayor on the 

and in a three c or ner fight w i th Sm.1. th  and 

rankeC1 second .. 

to h old the f uneral of Mr .. Miller: 

e late r esi.dence on w ednesd ay a fternoon .. " 

is incorr ect .. H e  ser ved a s  alderman from the  S econd 
Third W ards .. 

in  1 894 .. 

ically i.t w as a four corne re d  race .. The f o urth 
•• da.te was  Belch er , on tne Prohi.bi ti.on ticket .. 



._l 1 \ I "---��� ;'---�: / 
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�i 1E LttCUST 

x/T"' l aAKE 
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LIHCOLH S 
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.I: igure S ..  /'lap of Blo on nngton and 
No rmal , Illi n o is 

Miller ' s  structures are wi thin the circled a rea s . 
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Fig ure  jo . G .  H .  M iiler 1s R esidence 
:ta cctde i n  1 ,d2 .. 

o 3  



.fi g ur e  1 3Y . A .  W och ne r • s  Resiaence 
The por te -cochere of F .  x .  ana nor th tacaaes . 

hner • :s R esiuence ca n 
omin .1.Q!!, I llinois . 

;ustra ted 1-unl.is.tung 

De seen at r ig ht . (1.1.lu s tr a cea 
Bloom i n g ton , 11.l in ois : The 

C ompdny , 19 1 6  .} 

1 4 U  



f i g ur e 

3 . G e or g e H . Mille r 

Dd1: e s  c i rca. b 1 v . ( l:- h ot
o

g
r:a p n  i n  t n e possessio n o t  t lr :5 . 

J ea n {1.' i i. l l e r ) fi o r n .r, ei:

g
e r , fo r t  W a y n e , In d.1.an a . J 



F i gu r e  4 .  G eo rge H .  M i.ller in  t ront  o f  
H is Home 

D at es ci r ca ·19 �u . ( P.ilm:.ograph 1. n  the pos.se.ssi on of i'lr :s .  
Jean {l."11 1.l.ei.- )  ilo.1.. nber g er ,  fort W ay ne ,  In dian a . )  

1 S b  



b ra cKets .. 1'.he .rtori zonta l eav es i.n terp lay wi.th v ert ical 

b ri cK wa ll pla nes . Th e eaves cree p  in on tne f r on t  gao l e ,  

a n d  t he wails Dre a k  th e ea ves a s  t h ey rise  t o  hipped 

d or me rs .  Lime stone trl.lft s  tne wind ow s1-l ls , th e Das el!len t ,  

a nd t he porch whi ch swee ps .f r om th e fr ont around to the 

p or te-cocner e on tne lef t ..  Un li.;,ce m os t  o f  M il le r  1 s por ches , 

t hi s  is u nc over ed exce pt for the porte -cochere and the 

cen ter £ �ont .. Pa� ££_ ofile : 

Cha rles \/ an Pel t wa s a r eal estat e  d e velope r wi th 

f ou rth f loor o ffi ce in 1:he Corn Bel t  B an k  buil di ng { 1  .. 1 V6} 

w here Miller r ented offi ce space o n  th e sixth floor . 

1 e 1 2 3  A.  W och n e r 1s B esi.dence 

Adolph W och ner 11 s Res:idence {F ig u re 139}  
1 04 w . W ood St:.ree t 

The Adolp h W ochn er " s  Res i.de nc e  is of an uncer tain · d ate .. 

Pictur ed. and a ttr i bu te d  t o  r1iller i n  I llustrated 

Bloomi ng ton , !lli!!oi.s {1 9 16) ,, t h e  home p rona .oly dates circa 

1 9 1 0 . s ty listica lly the Spa n is h  elemen t s  of 1:he  f a cade lin k 

i t  t o  th e c .  A .. V an Pe lt t s  Residen ce ( 19 0 9 -1 9 1 3) ; a nd t he 

p or ch sh ape an d br: i.ck linK it to A . •  E .. Del:1ange 1 s Residence 

( 1906 ) .. Typ ical o f  most o f  M iJ.l er ' s  o eu vr e  at t he turn of 

t he cent ury ,, W och n er 11 s r esidence h as a s im ple cuni c sha p e  

c onstructed of mo t tled g ray R ollia n brick and shelte r ed uncter 

a h i pped tile r:oo f . E xc ept f or th e stepped gabl e cutti n g  

thr ough the ea ve , t ne tw o sto ry hom e  n as a Craf tsman f l a vor . 



Porch el eme111:;s are all. s .iilipl.e rectangu lar sn.apes composed o:t 

brick an d lime s tone bloc Ks .,  Patron :erofile : 

Ado lph wocnn er nu.il t his h ome adjacent to his nrotner ' s  

n om e ,  an ot.her I1iller d es ign .. .for ID.ore informa tion o n  tlle 

f am ily 's con necti,on with i'.li.l1-er , s ee the e n tries f o r  .f' .. x .. 

w ochne rt s Resi de n ce ( l  .. 9 4) and  the Metropole H otel ( 1  e 1 U 2) .. 

1 . 124  A n  UnK.now n  Structure ,  
Decatur, Ill1nois 

A n  unknown s tr ucture 
D ecatur, 1111..n ois 

In M iller ' s  onituar y ther e  wa s a sca n t  reference t o  

n .. .. ..  plan s  o f  note . .. ..  1.n D ecatur .. .. ..  n sa 5 .bu t r; o  what t hat 

r e:f er s  is  unkn own "' 

1 .. 1 25 A n  Unknown Stru cture
,,,: 

East Sain.!;_1Q3!i2.4:. Ill in oi2 

A n  u nknown struct ure  
East Saint Louis ,  Illinois 

M il ler ' s  oni tu ary r ef ers to n .. .. .. p.La ns of n o te .. .. ..  in  East  

S aint Lo uis . . . "�• 6 bnt tney h ave n ot been iden tified . 

5 8 5 

5 8 6  



fwai a r c h i t e c t s  i n c .  

o n e  n o r t hw e s t  o l d  c a p i t o l  p l a z a  s p r i n g f i e l d, i l l i n o i s  6 2 7 0 1  p h o n e  21 7-528-3661 f a x  217-528-4717 
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