HISTORICILLINOIS BUILDING S SURVEY

JOHN SCHMIDTKE HOUSE

HIBSK-20221

Location The Schmidtke House is situated on a £a88e site at 35W655 Tollgate
Road inElgin, lllinois. The residence is situated on a polygonal, 28
site on Parcel 1 within that part of the East Half of the Southwest Quarter
of Section 33, Township 42 North, Range 8, East of the Third Principal
Meridian in Kane County, lllinois.

USGS Quadrangle Kane

Present Owner High Street Logistics
Present Use Vacant
Significance TheJohn Schmidké&louse was builin 1967as a excellent, and rare,

Modernist example of adhch house, a singfamily dwelling type

associated with American suburbia in the pa&&trld War Il eraThe

design of this Modernist jewel, tucked intm@arlysix-acre wooded and
grassy parcel at the northwestern periphery of Elgin, is based on
precedets that include the European International Style of the 1920s and
Frank Lloyd Wrightoés Usonian houses
of this onestory, L-shaped, 2,200 squafeot house with attached garage,
include its flat roof with overhanging, boxedves; walls sheathed with

brick, cedar boards applied vertically, and fldboiceiling glass panels;

and operplan living/dining room. The basement stairway originally
featuredmetalbalustrades that extended from the risers to the ceiling,
another Moderist element. The house was designed by John C. Schmidke
(19281996), a locally prominent architect who designed many private and
public buildings inthe Elgin areawhere he lived and worked.

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History

1. Date ofconstruction 1967

2. Architect JohnC. Schmidtke
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3. Original plans and construction
The John Schmidtke House was built in 1967 as astorg, woodframe,
singlefamily house situated on a concrete slab with a partial basement. It had
an irregular footprint with a main block abddroomwing oriented ora
northwestsouthwestxis, and afamily roomtwo-cargarage/workhop wing
oriented ora northeassoutheasaxis Walls were variously sheathed in
common brick laid in a running boned cedar boaragidingapplied
vertically and accented by wooden posts, and ftoareiling glass panels.
Sliding glass doors were situated along various elevations of the dusk,
operedonto wooden decks and patimsd provided views of the surrounding
grassy lawn and wooded landscape beydhé north wall of the living
room/dining room was entirely ogorised of glass panels/doof$he
northeasfacing garage had an overhead metal door.

The flat roofof the housavas punctuated with six small dome skylights of
square or rectangular shapée fascia was covered with black anodized
aluminum panel boasdThe roof had overhanging, boxed eaaed the fascia
wasflush with the wall planesn some elevation8rick walls extendd
several feebeyond the house on various elevations. The brick wall on the
easternmost elevation extestthboutsixteenfeet sothward, creating a
courtyardlike area adjacent to the main entrance.

The floor planof the houséncorporated approximately 2,200 square feet and

featured three distinct wings: a main blpakedroomwing, and a garage

wing linked to the main block by a fan
and bedroom weren the sameouthwest/northeasikisand were internally

connected by aontinuous hallway

The main block featured an open dining room/living roaiaansay to

basement, galley kitchen, three closets, one full bathroom, laundry room, and
three hallways on its east side, and a master bedroom suite containing a
bedroom, walkin closet, and full bathroom on its west side. The adjacent
bedroomwing had twobedrooms and two closets.

Ceilings were finished with drywadind walls were variously finished with
drywall, sheetrockexposed brick¢edarsiding applied verticallygeramic

tiles (kitchen, bathrooms, laundry roorajyd concrete blockvorkroom).
Flooring included watto-wall carpeting, red quarry tile, and exposed
concrete. A woodurning fireplace was set within the brick wall of the family
room. The stairway to the basement was surrounded by squared metal
balustrades painted black that extendedhfeach riser to the ceilintpterior
dark wood doors with smooth surfaces extended from floor to ceiling. The
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main hallway connecting the manock and bedroom wing had two niches
with built-in cabinets.

4. Alterations and additions
The Schmidtke Houseals excellent architectural integrity and has
experienced only very minor changése original May 1967 for this house
shows the garage wing as a single open space. It is unknown whether the
preserdday workroom on the south side of the garage was origgprthk
house or if the garage was later subdivided in half to include this space. The
west wall of the family room was slightly extended in 1968 to create a larger
space. The flashing that covers the fascia was altered in 1996.

The house operated as adding venue from 2018 to 2021, when it was sold

to its present owner, High Street Logistit$as been vacant since that time

and has existed in a state of disrepair since April 1, 2022, the deadline by

which the developer was willing to give the reside for freeo anyone with

willing to relocateit. All interior doors have since been removed, as have one
ofthebuilti n cabinets in the main hall way,
balustrades, and kitchen appliances (stove and refrigerator). The partial

basenent is filled with standing water.

B. Historical Context

1. Architect John C. Schmidtke, Jr.
The Schmidtke House, completed in 1967, was designed by John C.
Schmidtke, Jr., (1928996), a locally prominent architect who designed many
private and publibuildings in Kane County, and especially the Elgin area,
where he lived and worked.

John C. Schmidke was born on October 6 1928 in St. Louis, Missouri, the
oldest child of Dr. John C. Schmidtke Sr. and Gladys (Krahn) Schmidtke. The
Schmidtke family movetb lllinois by 1930, residing in a house in Palatine.

In 1940, John Jr. lived with his parents and two brothers in starg

Colonial Revival style brick house at 260 Grand Boulevard in Elgin, which is
extant and faces Lords Park. His father, John s, avprominent local

surgeon who worked at bo8herman and St. Joseph Hospitals in Elgin.

Schmidtke attended Elgin High School and graduated from Carleton College
in Northfield, Minnesotgin 1950 with a B.A. He married Georgianna Thabes

1 Ancestry.com. U.S., World War Il Draft Cards for Young Men, :98@7; United States Census for
Popul ation and Housi ng, 1 9 3 CardimalF-red PresfCapentersyile Hlimoisy ¢ h mi dt Kk «
September 28, 1979.
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(19302020),a fellow student at Carleton College, on June 9, 1952.
Schmidtkeds technical training was und
hewas heavily influenced by Richard McConnell, a Professor of Design who

was a strong advocate for the International stylarciitecture and its

principles. Schmidtke received a Bachelor of Architecture Degree in 1955 and

began his architectural career that year working with Charles Klopp, AlA, and

Wallter Kroeber, AlA?

In 1958, Schmidtke established a partnership with Ralager, an architect

and structural engineer, called Schmidtke and Layer with an office at 28 N.
Grove Avenue in Elgin. One of the firn
County Juvenile Home, which was built on a rural road south of Geneva in

1958 ata cost of $178,000. A 1961 article in thaily Herald called the one

storyy 'shaped, brick building a Aimodel f a
children as well as a cafeteria, day room, and a counseling room andiibrary.

Schmidtke and Layer desigha twastory, flatroofed brick dormitory for

girls at the Elgin Academy, 350 Park Street, which was built in 1962 at a cost
of $250,000. It provided accommodations for up to 64 students and additional
classroom space in basement rodi{8ee Figure 53In 1963, the firm

designed a $50,000 fire station for the Nunda rural fire protection district east
of Crystal Lake. The building, located on the south side of Illinois highway

176, west of the Fox River, was of Modern design, with five bays for
firefighting equipment.In 1965, the Elgin School Board selected Schmidtke

as architect to remodel the Gospel Chapel on Chapel Street, across from Elgin
High School, which it had recently purchaded.

John Schmidtke served as president of the Dundee Townistapylboard in

1967, the year it was deliberating plans to build a new library near the planned
Civic Center Plaza along the Fox Riv&he commission for the Gail Borden
Library at 200 N. Grove Avenue was subsequently awarded to Schraittlke
Layer, and heonestory,flat-roofed Modernist edifice, built at a cost of $1.3
million, opened in 1968 A full -facade portico comprised of squared,

concrete columns provided a notable entrance to the facility, which was

2 Ancestry.com. U.S., $ool Yearbooks, 1962 0 1 6 ; Sher i Schmidtke, AiThe John S
County Historic Landmar k Nominati on MEtVWarnon RedisteNews 1 7 , 199
(Mt Vernon, lllinois) (May 7, 1952)American Architects Directory,hird Edition (R.R. Bowker, 1970) 810.

Kane County Juv eThe Dady Heraldifrebruarg 23M66d)e | , 0

El gin Academy t o Chixago TritungAlgsst 18,d868)i t or vy, 0

Nunda District \oontChisagotTobungianubrgl13,A968)e St at i

Pick Architects ThebDalyHerRdMap IBelb6b)ng Jobs, o

AMeeting to ChicagadTyibuBd Auguwast 013, 1967) ; AEIl gin Opens Nt
Chicago TribungOctober B, 1968).

~N o o b
1t e ! R | S 13
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described in the December 1968 issukibfary Journalas A cool and
efficient on the outside yet able to provide spacious and dramatic areas for its
activities.o The article also noted
example of the suburban public library designed to meet the needs of a large

and gr owi n g®(SeeFigunes Bl andy/52.)0

In 1969, Schmidtke and Layer were hired by the DuPage County Board to
design a detention facility for youths too young to be jailediasbuilt on
County Farm Road, between Manchester Road and thagehand
Northwestern railroad tracken Wheaton The 30bed facility contain food
services and educatiahspace$

Also in 1969, the firm created a28om school design for Elgin School
District U46that was intended to be used for two new buildings: the
Parkwood Elementary School at 2150 Laurel Avenueandyer Park and the
Century Oaks Elementary School at 1235 Braeburn Drive in Elgin. (See
Figure 50.) They were two of the four elementary schapisoved by voters
in a December 1968 bond referendiBuhmidtke told thechoolboard that
the 42,008squarefoot designwas planned to promote flexibility and easy
movement of students and staff @angbrovide space for multiple purposes.
The innovatie design was described by a contemporary writer:

Geometrically speaking, the building looks like a circle within a triangle with

the triangle forming the exterior walls. Looking down at the building from an

el evated position, the bui-bfifogpbonms, a
with the third pointextending into an oblonghaped administrative wing.

Within the triangle (exterior walls) the classrooms form a ring around a library
resource area located at the centahefcircle. Between the classrooms and the
library-resource center is a ring pfanning and project rooms with corridors for
access to the center.

€Topping the entire structure wil!/l be a
library-resource cente Exterior walls will have a masonry fate.

The combined bid for the generaint@act and mechanical work on the
Parkwood and Century Oaks schools amounted to $2,129,380, which was
above the original $2 million budget. As a result, changes were made in the
type of heating and ventilation system to be installed, in the cabinet&for th
learning centers, and in the materials used for the roof decks. However,

10
11
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Schmidtke noted that the board of educ
terms of satisfactory perfo mance, 0 wi

Schmidke and Layer also designaabtadditional schools in Elgin: Summit

School at 333 W. River Road and Channing Elementary School at 63 S.
Channing Street (1969). Schmidtke devoted over ten years of service as a

board member of the Summit School. He also served two terms as president of
the board of Jayne Shover Easter Seal
building at 799 S. McLean Boulevard in Elgin, which was dedicated in

October 1970 and received various additions over the Yedesalso

designed the Taylor Branch Building of the Y@t 50 N. McLean

Boulevard in Elgin. (See Figure 54.)

Over the course of his career, John Schmidtke designeddewndustrial
buildings in the Elgin area for several firms, including the Elgin Sweeper
Company at 1300 W. Bartlett Road, Elgin (1967 Malley Manufacturing
Company at 1600 Fleetwood Drive, Elgin (1968); the Lakeview Screw
Company at 751 Schneider Drive, South Elgin (1972); Haeger Potteries on
Fleetwood Drive, Elgin (1972); and Master Molded Products Corporation at
1000 Davis Road, Elgi(1972)%*

Schmi dt ke ds dieadditoretmthei 1867 house heldesigned for
his own family at 35W655 Tollgate Road in unincorporated Dundee
Townshi@ included two Modernist singifamily houses in Elgin: the Dr.

H.T. Perry House at 413 N. Alfrddrive and the Dr. Marvin Dickey House at
1206 Nottingham Lane. Both orstory houses were completed by 1972 as
their property owners were listed as residing at these addresses in the Elgin
phone directory for that year. The flatofed Dickey House hadfeont facade
sheathed in vertical boards painted white and one of its wings featured floor
to-ceiling sliding glass doors sheltered by a-fafade portico with squared
wood columns. The Perry House had brick walls, an attached garage, and a
wing with cleaestory windows. (See Figures 48 and 49.)

John C. Schmidtke practiced in the early 1970s under the firm name of
Schmidtke adnd Associates following the departure of Robert Layer. In
November 1973, Schmidtke and Associates merged with Lamp Construction

2 ANew School sThe®ailg Herali Agphr?iol 14, 1970) ; The BdilygHerald Fi r m Get s
(April 28, 1970).

B fANewelvel $160, 000 CourierNens Qctpbed26,d1976 at ed, 0

“ ANew Pl anCouri@Nesws(sl,amuary 26, 1967); @A$25@urierNéwvssquare f
(July 25, 1968); fAGroundbr e &burienNpws{ dul haRe8yi @731 eWwHge
El gin Pl ant o nCo&rierdlens(wheordc Dr3 ov,e , 1097 3); #AGroundbreaking f
Cor p o r @ourieraNaws(@ugust 20, 1973).
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Conpany, which was founded in 1932 by Clifford Lamp, and the new entity
was renamed Lamp In€.Schmidtke served as vice president of design for
this planning, design, and construction firm in Elgin until 1992. Much of his
work focused on the supervision agign and detailing, the writing of
specifications, cost interpretations, client relations, ansitenob

supervisiont®

In 1979, Schmidtke received an award from the lllinois State Council of the

AlA for his design for the City of Elgin Fire StatioroN2 at 650 Big Timber

Road, which the judges commended for a
blending with its residential neighborhood through the massing and texture of

the building and its site planning. The judges also highlighted the well

integpt ed i nterior of the brick building,
feelfng. o

Schmidtke, a member of the American Institute of Architects since 1966, was

also a prominent civic leader, serving for decades on numerous local

commissions that dealt thi building, planning, and zoning issuéke served

10 years on the Kane County Regional Planning Commission, 17 years on the

Elgin Planning Commission, 10 years on the Elgin Building Commission,

over 20 years on the Elgin Board of Housing and Zoning Appaadhe

served two terms as president of the Elgin Chamber of Comifdrc&974,

he was presented with the EIl gin Chambe
service award for outstandithg | eader sh

Schmidtke passed away on January 5, 1996, at the age of 67. He was survived
by his wife, Georgianna, who passed away in 2020, and his three children.

2. History of the John Schmidtke House
In 1967, John and Georgianna Schmidtke purchased @aét83ural prcel at
35W655 Tollgate Road in unincorporated Dundee Township as the site of a
new residence to be designed by John for their family of five, which included
their children John E., Kurt, and Sheri. The property was situated to the
northwest of the Intetate 90 and IL Route 31 (State Street) interchange and

% AMerges with Schmi dt k@urgr-Naes@NaoveniberB8,4%73). archi tects, o

% Sheri Schmidtke, iThe John Schmidtke Residence, 0 Kane
17, 1996;

¥ A3 architect f i Chioago Trieungdprilb,197%);Wasigd earnsvaward for J.C.

S c h mi dCoukiexNeds(April 25, 1979).

8 Sheri Schmidtke,AiThe John Schmidtke Residence, 0 Kane
17, 1996;

¥ AChamber | auGariefNews@dnaaty kR7e 1904).
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was a short drive from Johndés architec
downtown Elgin.

The Schmidtke property was accessed via Tollgate Road, an approximately
onemile roadway that began off an IL Reu1 exit ramp and extended south
and then westward, parallelingd0. The roadway terminated at a-dagtsac

that opened onto driveways leading to four existing homesites, each of which
featured a Ranch style house. One proerly35W645 Tollgate Roé&dwas

the site of a nineteenth century farmstead that was originally accessed via a
rural northsouth roadway. Its 1960s Ranch house replaced an older
farmhouse, although the property retained a wopladk gambrel barn and

silo. The other three properties weleveloped in the early 1960s, following
the cc;g\struction of both90 (then called Northwest Tollway) and Tollgate
Road:

John Schmidtke produced drawings for his family residence dated May 10,
1967, under his firm name, Schmidtke and Layer. He astéisaown general
contractor on the project, hiring all subcontractors, and personally oversaw the
construction. He eventually built much of the home himself after its poured
concrete foundation and wodchming were completed, installing elements

that induded the wood siding and decking on the exterior as well as interior
wood paneling, ceramic wall tile, quarry floor tile, and interior doors.

John E. Schmidtké who was four years old at the time of construdiidater
recalled making frequent visits toetltonstruction site where he watched the
house take shape:

When | was 4 my family and | used to make the 15 minute drive from my house

in Elgin to AThe hole, 0 which was |l ocated ir
flat horse pasture. My father, who likealspend all of his free time there, would
often include the entire family in a day of

child, it was fun playing out in the field and watching the progress as the

workers poured the foundation, my father supervisinguhele time. Soon, the

wall s were up and Athe holed began to | ook |
l aying drywall, tiling the floors, siding ar
enough that he had designed it, he was determined to build it as well,ivehich

did almost single handedR}.

The Schmidtke House was completed in December 1967, after nearly seven
months of construction. It was oriented in a northeast/southwest direction and

20 Historicaerials.comKevin McGowana n d Ma r ¢ YArch@eological Reconraissance of a/&2e

I ndustri al Devel opment in Kane County, 'l lTinois, 06 Nove
22 John E. Schmidtke quoted in: Sheri Schmidtke, AThe J
Landmark Nomination Form, July 17, 1996.
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set far back from the cule-sac, accessed via a long, winding drivewEhe
onestory Modernist house had an irregularshaped footprint and was
distinguished by its flat roof with overhanging, boxed eaves as well as its mix
of wall materials: common brick and cedar planks. Walls also featured floor
to-ceiling plate glassvindows and sliding glass doors which variously opened
onto patios and wood decks. Small dome skylights of square or rectangular
shape provided additional natural illumination. The epkm living/dining

room and adjacent galley kitchen were flanked bhyaater bedroom suite on
one side, and a twlbedroom wing on the opposite side of the 2;80are

foot house, which had a perpendicular wing containing a family roora¢aéwo
garage, and a workshop.

John E. Schmidt provided some thoughts on the designoE f ami | yds h

One of the things | liked the best about our house versus other homes was its flat

roof. This was my fatherds trademar kéAnot her
homes was that they were generally made out of the same material. My father

bdieved in the important contrast and textural effects such as the combined use

of natural wood, painted surfaces and solid brick wallsichwere important in

both the design and structural components of the house.

Once inside the house, otherique features become apparent. The house was
constructed with the same standards of those used for commercial purposes.
This fact is not surprising since my father specialized in the design and
construction of such buildings and felt that the same iesj when integrated
into a residence, provided the foundation for a superior product. The interior
doors extend from floor to ceiling and are hung with commercial hardware on
black custom jambs. Light switches are flush mounted fixtures which are not
only easier to use and maintain but add to the contemporary design. Interior
walls are a mix of natural siding and painted white surfaces and the floors are

partially carpeted and tiled using heavy duty ceramic which is heated to keep the

floor warm in the witer??

The lowslung Modernist house was intended to fit into its natural
surroundings, the landscape of which was designed by John C. Schmidtke
himself. Over the years he designed and installed extensive plantings on the
acreage surrounding the houseluding indigenous trees and grassy lawns

on the three acres, achieving a carefully integrated composition of building
and landscape. Flodo-ceiling windows and sliding glass doors allowed for
expansive views of the surrounding landscape. The walkdfiimg/dining

room was entirely glass, allowing for sweeping views of an old growth forest
in the distance. The forested area on the periphery of the Schmidke property
helped to buffer the house fror®0 to the south, which in 1967 consisted of a
two-lane highway.

2 |bid.
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John E. Schmidtke also later commented on the setting of the house:

Last but not Il east, my fatherds design styl e
extended into the various courtyards which surround the house. These

courtyards serve ashaffer between the land and the house itself. Over time,

much of the landscaping has been done on the six acre parcel the house sits on,

most of which has occurred on the three acres which are closest to the house.

The outer three acres have been lethiir natural state. This blending of

landscaping techniques which consists of highly controlled, manicured and

predictable surroundings near the house, and a completely wild natural

environment in the background helps to enrich the view from any vantage

point?23

Sheri J. Schmidtke provided some insight into her experience of growing up
in the house:

The environment inside was very orderly. The beds could really only be one size

and be put in one place in thmnebngdr ooms, t he
had to stay white. Picture frames were all hamatle in walnut or cherry wood

by my father, and anything put on the walls had to be approved by him. There

wasndt much on the white wedhtypeof si nce the gl
changing paintingvery day. But for the paneling or brick he usually favored a

handmade piece of artwork from one of his children or antique clocks to

commercial art. Many of the tables and cabinets he made himself when he

couldnét find a piece to fit a certain way.

Ast i me passed and things |ike fixtures wore
with second rate, but the best available. We were always included in-ihe fix

projects that Dad took on so we learned how things were built and put together.

And when the house néed bigger repairs, only certain highly rated contractors

were approved by our dad to work on it. He kept a number of books for us all to

refer to on the library shelves that detailed all the work done on the heuse; 3

ring binders witlslL &dbdé@dEseltkenfiAgploi amd AHe:

Plumbing. o6 I tdéds a virtual instruction manual
call Ahome. 0
I think this is what | came away with from ¢

cozy, the furniture had to be a certain styfee maintenance done a certain way,
but we learned to pay attention to the level of integrity in the house. From the
building materials to the furniture, from the use of natural bricks and wood to

the expanses of glaseverything was done with thoughgason, aesthetics and

design in mind#

The Schmidtke House was listed on the Kane County Register of Historic
Pl aces in 1996, the year of John Schmi

2 bid.
2 SheriSchmi dt ke quoted in: Sheri Schmidtke, fAThe John Sc
Landmark Nomination Form, July 17, 1996.
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architectural significance. The nomina

daughter, Sheri, and included narratives by various family members on the
design and construction of the house as well as thoughts on what it was like to
live in the residence, which are quoted in this essay.

As part of the nomination, Georgianna Schikeddiscussed her perspective of
what made the house so special:

The flow of outof-doors with the indoors, made possible and enhanced by the
extensive use of sliding glass doors and skylights; the use of natural materials
wood siding, woodlecking, common brick, quarry tile floors; structural

columns exposed as parts of the décor; one carpet color and style throughout; all
painted surfaces matte white; landscaping using indigenous trees and plants in a
planned yet random manner around the. All of these things make for a home

that is part of the natural setting as opposed to a structure set on a piece of land.
It is a well planned home, and the interior spaces related well to each other and
to their designated functions. The open plan esdkss square footage seem

very spacious. It adapts well to the needs and interests that evolve as a family
grows and changes, as opposed to being imposed on the natural setting, it blends
with and compliments the land on which it is placed, in any wegdiihee of

day, season of the year. It is a good place to?five.

The environs of the Schmidtke house underwent transformative changes in the
half-century following its completion. The Elgin Oaks Industrial Park was
established on a fotacre site at theorthwest corner of the90/IL Route 31
interchange by 1981, as evidenced by classified advertisements from that
year?® Aerial photographs document the expansion of this industrial park
westward toward the Tollgate Road subdivision over the ensuingetecad
Industrial development also occurred just south of the Tollgate Road
subdivision, across thed0 tollway, which was itself expanded with

additional lanes over the yedfs.

The Schmidtke family sold their 5.8&re property at 35W655 Tollgate Road

to Andrea Macias and Jacob Dohm in 2018, who used the house as a wedding
venue. Macias and Dohm sold the property to High Street Logistics, an
industrial developer, in December 2021. High Street Logistics also purchased
the five other properties in the Tadle Road residential cdle-sac in 2021,

which included an additional house situated near the southeast corner of the
32-acre site that was built in the 1980s. The developer intended to replace all
six houses on the site with two warehouse buildings hgjatiore than

435,000 square feet. This unincorporated area of Kane County was annexed to

% Georgianna Schmidtke quoted in: Sheri Guothhistodet ke, @ATh
Landmark Nomination Form, July 17, 1996.

% AEI gin Oaks Chcdgo SribunéJaly 17,R381).k , 0

27 Historicaerials.com.
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Elgin by the end of 2021, which caused the Schmidtke House to lose its Kane
County landmark protectiof?.

I n recognition of the Scrhfioancd andies Hous e 0
eligibility for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, High Street

Logistics announced in November 2021 that it was willing to give the house

for free to a party willing to relocate it by April 1, 2022. The developer posted

the offer on the popular fACheap Ol d Ho
generated attention, including an article in e York TimesMoving the

house posed challenges, however, and no one came forward by the deadline

with a viable plan to do s8.Many inteior elements in the vacant Schmidke

House were subsequently removed, such as all interior wood doors and the
balustrades of the stairway leading to the partial basement, which filled with

about a foot of water. The house was littered with debris andhidlsdape was

overgrown by September 2022 when the photographs taken for this HIBS

report were taken.

3. Modernst Ranch Housesnd the Schmidtke House
The John Schmidke House is an example of a Ranch house featuring a
Modernist aesthetic, based on precedtrdsinclude the European
Al nternational Styledo of the 1920s and
houses of the 1930s.

The Ranch house is a sing@mily house type associated with American

suburbia in theostWorld War Il eraa period characterized by the

subdivision of vasareasof landfor newresidential subdivisionst was a

form favored by developers, asch houses were modest in scale and doeild

built with prefabricated wall units and other mgseduced element&anch

houses offered modern amenities and de
and electric kitchens and were offered at prices affordable to the roiddke

budget. From 1945 to 1970, the estery ranch house and the informal way

of living it sought toproject gained national appeal.

Although there were a variety of plan types and regional styles, most Ranch
houses built from the 1950s through the 1970s share basic similarities. They
are onestory in height and designed with footprints that are reciangU-
shaped, or tshapedThey have lowpitched rooflines that are variously

hipped, crosgabled, or sidgabled. Windows are typically singganed, and

2% Joey Hadden and A.J. icenfliry madern houseTirtheLChidagorsubumss is kee toi d

anyone who can move it, butexpestay r el ocat i ng i t httpsd/wwwhnsideacond/itirmis | enge, 0 |
elginrmidcenturymodernfor-free-househomeschmidtke20222 (Accessed November 6, 2022.)
22 MattShaw i ACostModernist Home, but No Takerset . | t N eNed ¥orkMimegdrebrgary 0

23, 2022.
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often arranged in pairs or in horizontal strips; a large, sipggen e A pi ct ur e «
window illuminating the living room is a common design element. Ranch

houses often have an attached garage or carport. Rmgh houselack

ornament while others feature modest traditional features loosely (vased

historical styles. For example, Colonial Revislle ranch houses may

include gabled dormerbay windowsand/or doubléhung, multipaned

windows, often with decorative shutters. Open floor plans characterize the

public spaces of ranch houses, combining the kitchen, living room, and/or

dining room into a sirlg space®

Although most Ranch houses nationwide were built by developers, others, like
the Schmidke House, were architect designed and exhibited a Modernist
aesthetic, based on International style and Usonian house precé&tients.
term Al nfeyhadi emtaéred the | exicon in
organized at the Museum of Modern Art in New York by two American
architectural historians, Henry Russell Hitchcock and Philip Johnson. The
exhibit and its accompanying cataloglie International StyleArchitecture

Since 1922documented the recent work of European architects that included
Le Corbusier in France, Walter Gropius and Mies van der Rohe in Germany,
and JJP Oud in Holland. These wallown architects, and others, advocated

for the creation oivell-designed, masgroducible housing that was efficient,
affordable, and featured new technologies and materials.

Such housing was on display at the Housing Estate (Weissenhof Siedlung)
Exhibition held in Stuttgart, Germany, in 1927. This groumotiel

apartment buildings, designed by a range of European architects, featured a
minimalistaesthetic and similar design elements that were later categorized as

the Al nternational St y | eneludbdyflat hofs ¢ h c o c k
elimination ofornament&nd any references to the pagidows arranged in

continuous horizontddandsof glass rectilinearfootprints,and smooth wall

surfacedaced with stuccé!

Frank Lloyd Wrighé 3acobs Housi Madison, Wisconsifwas complete in
1937 aghe first ofhisma ny fi Us o n,ia gype that haotended as
low-costoptionfor middle clasglients Usonian homes are ors¢ory in

height and characterized bwative material§wood siding, brick and/or stone),
flat roofswith large cantilevered overhangs for passive solar heating and
natural coolingnatural lighting with clerestory windowsadiantfloor

heating and carports adjacent to the front entrance. They often feature L

30 Virginia and Lee McAlesterA Field Guide to American Hous@sew York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1994%77-481.
31 For contemporary examples of the International Style, see: Virginia and Lee McAfeBietd Guide to
American HousefNew York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1994).
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shaped footprints with an open plan living/dining roanad a separate

bedroom wing. Such elements are all featured in the Jacobs House, which also
includes continuous floeto-ceiling glass panels and sliding glass doors on its
rear elevations that opened onto terr&ées.

Modernist Ranch housegpgically have rectilinear or4shaped footprints with

attached garages and are distinguished by flat or shed roofs. Ornament is

omitted, as are references to the past, including traditional roof (gable and hip)

and window (doubkhung) types. Some of thiat-roofed houses of this era

can be considered derivations of the earlier International Style and may

include horizontal bands of singbane windows and smooth wall planes.

Other flatroofed Modernist houses feature Usonian elements, such as the use

of natural materials, clerestory windows and/or groups of ftoareiling

glass panes, and cantilevered overhangs. An abundance of such houses can be
found in Olympia Fields, one of Chicag

The John Schmidke House is a Modernist versican R&nch house that
exhibits influences of Wrightés- Usoni a
acre parcel, this 2,200 square foot Modernist jewel has an asymmetrical L

shaped footprint and a flat slab roof. Its overhanging boxed eaves require no
guttersor downspouts. The exterior of the wefsdme residence is sheathed

with cedar boards applied vertically, as well as common brick, a material also

used for retaining walls that enclose decks and patios.

The use of common brick and cedar siding extendlisetanterior of the house,

which has an opeplan living/dining room featuring a wall of flod@o-ceiling

glass panels that allowed the family to enjoy the wooded surroundings.
Similar glass panel s ar edtwsogwhichare t he h
in a separate wirtg and in the family room. The glazed openings illuminate

the house with sunlight, while the overhanging eaves keep out the strong

summer rays. A series of six small dome skylights of square and rectangular

shape provide natural illuminatida interior spaces, such as the galley

kitchen, closets, and bathrooms.

Sliding glass doors in various spaces open onto a courtyard (front entrance),

patios (master bedroom and family room), and a wood deck (living/dining

room). Concrete floors are coeerwith waltto-wall carpeting or red quarry

tile. A fireplace is set into the f ami
space from the garage/workshop wing, which is nearly windowless. The main
hallway featured a buiin wood sideboard on one end, antuiltin cabinet

32 William Allin Storrer, The Frank Lloyd Wright Companidhicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1993)
241-245,
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and shelving on the other end, adjacent to the kitchen, likely used as a bar.

The basement stairway featured squared metal balusters that extended from

the risers to the ceiling, an unusual feature seen on other Modernist houses,

sucha Bertrand Gol dbergds Gottschal k an
lllinois (1939).

The Kane County Landmark nomination report on the John Schmidtke House,
aut hored by the architectdés daughter,
design inspirations:

The home Mr. Schmidtke designed for himself reflected some of the influences
he had throughout his career. He felt the house had design elements similar to
those of Mies van der Rohe, and materials that reflected a natural aesthetic,
much like Frank Llog Wright33

Ranch houses exhibiting Modernist design features are unusual in the Elgin
area. Exceptions include two houses designed by John Sclantioiér.

H.T. Perry House at 413 N. Alfred Drive and the Dr. Marvin Dickey House at
1206 Nottingham Lar& both of which were completed by 1972. The-flat
roofed, onestory Dickey House is sheathed in wood planks painted white and
applied vertically (front elevation) and common brick (side elevations). Its
front elevation features flogo-ceiling glass panels dra flatroofed portico

like the one Schmidke designed for the 1968 Gail Borden Library in Elgin
(razed). The onstory, flatroofed Perry House has overhanging boxed eaves,
is sheathed in brick, and has asthaped footprint with attached garage. The
street elevation is provided with clerestory windows for privacy while the
entrance is situated on the side elevation. (See Figures 48 and 49.)

Other architectlesigned Modernist Ranch houses in the Elgin area include the
flat-roofed, onestory house at 18(Hillcrest Drive in Sleepy Hollow, which

has an Eshaped footprint, overhanging eaves with wood soffits and can

lights, and flootto-ceiling windows. A combination of stone veneer and wood
planks applied vertically is used on both the exterior and theantdrthe

house. Directly across the street at 1802 Hillcrest Drive is atomg house

with a raised basement level that has an asymmetrical footprint, is sheathed
with buff-colored brick walls, is illuminated by flodo-ceiling glass, and

features alét roof with overhanging eaves detailed with exposed rafter’fails.

3% Sheri Schmidtke, AiThe John SHstonoiLahdmark NoRpaiondFeanutye , 0 Kane
17,1996

34 The list of Elginarea Modernist houses identified in this essay was obtained from Christen Sundquist,

Preservation Planner for the City of Elgin. Photographs of the houses 1801 and 1802 Hillcrest Drive can be found on

the following websiteshttps://www.redfin.com/IL/Sleep¥Hollow/1801-Hillcrest-Dr-60118/home/14156812
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/18&dillcrest-Dr-DundeelL -60118/4618072_zpid/
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The modest, flatoofed, L-shaped house at 831 Goethe Street is sheathed with
wood boards applied vertically. The house at 932 Meadow Lane is sheathed in
wood boards applied verticallgas a lowpitched gable roof, and features
floor-to-ceiling plate glass windows and doors. The dpirel house at 1144
Morningside Drive has wings covered with butterfly and shed roofs, is
sheathed in both brick and vertical planks applied vertically,iis

fenestration consists of both clerestory and fimeceiling glass panes.

In general, mietwentieth century Modernism is not easily categorized as a
Astyle, 0 as houses identified as such
appearance and influences, as noted by historian Pauline Saliga in her

Forward to the bookylodern in the Mildle: Chicago Houses 192075(The

Monticelli Press, 2020):

i mportant new research and monographs of t}
of modernism in Chicagb BeauxArts modernism, Miesian structuralism,

Wrightian organi ci s moryofathtadsquared@aids c hdés Fi el d
Bertrand Goldbergﬁs—uiserpmjeo@gtive concrete mi Xxe

The Modernist label can be applied to migentieth century houses of widely
varying forms and heights. TiModern in the Middldook curates a selection

of the mosexemplary Modernist houses in the Chicago metropolitan area,
only some of which are in the Ranch form. Together, they comprise an
eclectic mix of design choices and inspirations. For example, the Doris Curry
and Jacques Brownson House in Geneva (JacqueaBon, 1952) has a

steel structural frame and glass walls; the Alice Lieberman and J. Marion
Gutnayer House in Wilmette (Josef Marion Gutnayer, 1957) is a concrete
residence sheathed in stone and raised on pilotis that pays homage to Le
Cor bus i &avdysin Roissy,|Fence; and the Iris Smith and Paul
Goldstein House in Harvard (Stanley Tigerman, 1975) has rounded corners
and a rear fagade featuring red, yellow, blue, and green rectangular panels
interspersed with clear glass within a black gfi8uch noteworthy houses,

and more modest versions tucked into suburban enclaves, display the eclectic
nature of the AModernisto | abel

3% Photographs of the houses at 831 Goethe Street, 932 Meadow Lane, and 1144 Morningsicenlrévfound
on the following websitedittps://www.zillow.com/homedetails/83%oetheStElgin-IL -60123/4628337_zpid/
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/934eadowLn-Elgin-IL -60123/4624584_zpid/
https://www.redfin.com/IL/Elgin/114MorningsideDr-60123/home/17004224

36 Susan Benjamin and Michelangelo SabatiModern in the Middle: Chicago Houses 192975(The
Monacelli Press, 202@®.

ST Ibid: 176179, 212215, 262265.
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PART Il. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A. General Statement
This onestory, woodframe, singlefamily houseis situated on a concrete slab
with a partial basement. It &an irregulaiL-shapedootprint with a main block
and bedroom wing siteah a nortreastsouthwestxis and a family room/twaar
garage/workshop wingjitedon a norttwed-southeasaxis Wallsare variously
sheathed in common brick laid in a running bond, red cedar board siding applied
vertically and accented by wooden posts, and ftoareiling glass panels. Sliding
glass doorsre situated along venus elevations of the house, which open onto
wooden decks and patioBhe flat roof of the houses punctuated with six small
dome skylightsand has overhanging, boxed eaves on some elevations. The fascia
is covered with black anodized aluminum panel desandplacedflush with the
wall planeson some elevations

The floor plan of the house incorporates approximately 2,200 square feet of space
and features and open pliving/dining room Ceilingsarefinished with drywall

and wallsarevariously finidhed with drywall, sheetrock, exposed brick, cedar

siding applied vertically, ceramic tiles (kitchen, bathrooms, laundry room), and
concrete block (workroom). Flooring inclusl@all-to-wall carpeting, red quarry

tile, and exposed concrete.

B. Description ofExterior

1. Foundation
Thehousehas gpoured concretibundation.

2. Walls
Walls are variously sheathed in common brick laid in a running bond, red
cedar board siding applied vertically and accented by wooden posts, ard floor
to-ceiling glass panel®&rick walls extend several feet beyond the house on
various elevations. The bkiavall on the easternmost elevation extends about
sixteen feet southward, creating a courtyléed area adjacent to the main
entrance.

3. Structural system
Wood frame construction

4. Openings

a. Doorways and doors
Sliding glass doors are situated along variglesations of the house,
which open onto wooden decks and patios. The north wall of the living
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room/dining room is entirely comprised of glass panels/doors. The
northeasfacing garage has an overhead metal door.

b. Windows
Fenestration is comprised of fletw-ceiling glass fixed glass panels.

5. Roof

a. Shape, covering
Thebuilding has dlat concrete slalboof punduated with six small dome
skylights of square or rectangular shape. The rogbterhanging, boxed
eaves Thesoffits on some elevations hawan lights The fascia is
covered with black anodized aluminum panel boards and on some
elevationsit is placedflush with the wall planes.

C. Description of Interior

1. Floor plans
The floor plan of the house incorporaapproximately 2,200 square faxt

spaceand featursthree distinct wings: a main block, a bedroom wing, and a
garagéwvorkshopwi ng | i nked to the main bl ock
The main block and bedrooane on the samsouthwest/northeast axis aae

internally connected by a continuous hallwake family

room/garage/workshop are on a northwest/southeast axis.

The main block featussan open dining room/living room, stairway to
basement, galley kitchen, three closetse full bathroom, laundry room, and
three hallways on its east side, and a master bedroom suite containing a
bedroom, walkin closet, and full bathroom on its west side. The adjacent
bedroom wing hatwo bedroomseach with a closet, and a hallway close

2. Stairways
The house has a single stairway that descends to the basement and is covered

with wall-to-wall carpet.

3. Flooring
Flooring include wall-to-wall carpetingliving/dining room, bedrooms,

closets) red quarry tilgkitchen, family room, laundry room, bathroomaind
exposed concrefgarage and workshop)

4. Wall and ceiling finish
Ceilingsare finished with drywall and wallare variously finished with
drywall, sheetrock, exposed brick, cedar siding applied vdyticaramic
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tiles (kitchen, bathrooms, laundry room), and concrete block (workroom). A
wood-burning fireplaces set within the brick wall of the family room.

. Openings

a. Doorways and doors
All interior doors have been removed from the house.

. Mechanical guipment

a. Heating
A basementurnaceprovidedgasforced heat to théhouse through vents
in the flooring.

b. Lighting
The ceilings of some spaces in the house have can lights.

c. Plumbing
The kitchen and laundry room each have a sink. The master bedroom suite

has a sink in the dressing room area, a toilet and bathtub in the master
bathroom, and an adjacent shower. The main hallway bathroom has a sink
and a bathtub.

Site

1. General settinand orientation

The Scimidtke Housas located on a nearly secre parcel at 35W655

Tollgate Road, near the northwest periphery of Elginas an irregulai-
shapedootprint with a main block and bedroom wing siteda nortleast
southwestxis, and a family room/twaar garage/workshop wing sited a
northwed-southeaséaxis. The house is reached via a winding concrete drive
from a cutde-sacthat serves as the viesn terminus of Tollgate Road, which
extends about a mile eastward to IL RouteT3fe three acres closest to the
house aréandscaped with grass and some indigenous trees. The outer three
areas of the parcel are forested.

The Schmidtke House is onegk houses accessed from the western terminus
of Tollgate Road. These houses are located about a milewe#t®f the

[-90/IL Route 31 interchange. Together they@me32 acres of lanblounded

by Interstate 90 to the south, wooded acreage to the anmltivest, and the

Elgin OaksIndustrial Park to the east9D through this area is comprised of

six lanes, two shoulders, and a median
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B. Sketch Plans
A sketchfloor plan for this house igttachedto this report. (See Figufe)
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C. Supplemental Material
A location mapsite plancurrentexterior and interiophotographs othehouse
and drawings/photographs of representative buildings designed by architect John
Schmidtkeare attached to the end of this report.

PART IV. PROJECT INFORMATION

A. Research Strategy
The research strategy was to review a variety of primary and secondarmgssour
including books, newspaper articles, and historic girajohs to develop a
thorough history othe John Schmidtke House, placingvithin the context of
American modern residential architectudée visits to thénousewere plannedo
undertakephaographic documentation fawoth the HIBS photographic submittal
anduse in developing a physical description of the building.

B. Actual Research Process
Research was undertaken at bothElgin History Museum and the Gail Borden
Library in Elgin in an #tempt to find information on architect John Schmidtke,
the house that he designed for his family, and on other Modernist houses in the
Elgin area. The Elgin History Museum had some news clippings on Schmidke and
citations tocontemporary articles in theoGrierNews, a local newspaper, which
were reviewed on microfilm at the Gail Borden Library. The Newspapers.com
dat abase was another wuseful source for
an entry in thédAmerican Architects Director{l970). The Ancestry.com
database provided some additional information on Schmidtke and his family.

Most useful to this HIBS report was the 1996 Kane County landmark nomination
form for the John Schmidtke House, whic
daughter, Sheri, and included recollections by herself, her brother, John E., and

her mother, Georgianna, alidbe house. High Street Logistics provided an

original floor plan and elevation drawings of the house, which are included in this
report. The nomination provided a | i st
Elgin area, some of which were reviewed ahdtographed. Dr. Guarino also

contacted Christen Sundquist, preservation planner for the City of Elgin,

regarding her knowledge of other Modernist houses in the area that are

comparable to the Schmidtke House. Ms. Sundquist provided a $isvefal

houses, which were reviewed as part of this nomination. A recent book by Susan
Benjaminand Michelangelo Sabatiniled, Modern in the Middle: Chicago

Houses 1929 975(The Monacelli Press, 202@rovided good context for

Modernist residential design in théiCago metropolitan area
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C. Archives and Repositories Used
Gail BordenLibrary in Elgin, llinois
Elgin History Museunin Elgin, lllinois

D. Project Team

1. Supervision
All aspects of this project were supervised and assembled by Jean L. Guarino,
Ph.D., Principal of Guarino Historic Resources Documentation, Oak Park,
lllinois. Dr. Guarino also served as project histoffianthis report and
undertook digital field photogphy.

2. Sketch Plans

Lucas Howser developed teketch floor plarfor thishouseusing CAD.He
also produced the site plan.

3. HIBS photographer
All black and white HBS photography was undertaken by Leslie Schwartz,
Leslie Schwartz Photographghicago.

ThisHIBS documentation project was undertakemitigate the adverse effects of a proposed
project bytheHigh Street Logistics Propertiés raze this building anadedevelop its sitéThe
terms of thamitigationwere agreed upon and executed to ensurgtiance with the lIllinois
State Agency Historic Resources Preservation Act (20 ILCS 3420).
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INDEX TO BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS

Leslie Schwartz, photograph&eptembe022

K-20221.1

K-20221.2

K-20221.3

K-20221.4

K-20221.5

K-20221.6

K-20221.7

K-20221.8

K-20221.9

K-20221.10

K-20221.11

K-20221.12

K-20221.13

K-20221.14

Exterior view, looking northwest.

Exterior view, looking northwest toward main entrance with garage on the left.
Exterior view, looking northwest with detail of entrance

Exterior view, looking southwest.

Exterior view, looking southeast toward sliding glass doors of living room/dining
room.

Exterior view, looking northeast.
Exterior view, looking north.

Living/dining room lookingtoward main entrance asthirs to basememtith
galley kitchen on the right.

Living/dining mom, showindloor-to-ceiling sliding glass doom@ndexposed
brick wall.

Master bedroom with wall of cedar siding, looking outside through sliding glass
doors to wood deck.

Galley kitchen with original wood cabinets and skylight.

Family room with quarry tile flooring, fireplace built into the exposed brick wall,
and a wall sheathed in cedar siding.

Family room, looking toward galley kitchen and living/dining room.

Workshop adjacent to garage, showing exposed concrete block wall antbfloor
ceiling windows.
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Guarino Historic Resources Documentation :
John Schmidtke House t N
844 Home Avenue 35W655 Tollgate Road
Oak Park, IL 60304 Elgin, IL

Figure 1: Map showing location of the Schmidtke House in outlined in red, adjacent-@0the |
expressway to the south and the Elgin Oaks Industrial Park to the east.
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Figure 2: Site Plan for the Schmidtke House, shown in black, within its smédiVsitn off
Tollgate Road. Drawn by Lucas Howser, November 2022.
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Figure 3: Floor Plan for the Schmidtke House. Drawn by Lucas Howser, November 2022.
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and main entrance, looking northwest.

Figure 5: Garage/workshop wing
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Figure 6: Detail of cedar siding, wood posts, projecting boxed eaves, arid'fﬁéir{ entrance with

on the left.

| igue?: View northwest erﬁ;aag/worksho in
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Figure 8: View

Figure 9: View northeast showing the main house block (left), famly room (middle), and
garage/workshop wing (right).
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Figure 11: View northeast showing master bedroom on the left and sliding glass doors to family
room on the right.
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Figure 13: View northeast toward I|V|n97d|n ng room waII with continuous sliding glass doors
and fixed glass panels.
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Figure 14: Detailing of living/dining room wall with continuous sliding glassrd@nd fixed
glass panels, cedar siding and wood posts, and wood decking.

Figure 15: View southwest toward bedroom wih'g (left) and projcting dining/living room (right).
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Figure 16: Detail of Dbedroom wi ntg anslbored,r t h wa
overhanging eaves.
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Figur 17: View othwe shoin bick wall of broom wing right) and
garage/workshop wing (left).
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Figure 18: Gabl@oof woodframe shed near west periphery of the property.

Figure 19: View fromiving/dining room toward main entrance, stairs to basement, and galley
kitchen.



