
cormITIONS FOR A DETERM1"ATION OF 
NO ADVERSE EFFECT fOR THE CHICAGO LOOP ELEVATED 

REliABILITAT10N PROJECT 

1. The location and structural characteristics of the Loop Elevatea • 
Structure (trestle) shall remain substantially unchanged as a 
result of the Loop Elevated Rehabilitation ~reject and shall 
continue to function as a transportation facility. A11 struc­
tural elements of the trestle will continue to bC! tested for 
structural integrity and teplaced, if necessary. tlew struc-
tural elements may be added or existing ones replaced or rC!moved 
for safety or operational reesons. • 

2. The rails, signals, electrical systems, amenities (e.g., drip­
pans) or components thereof may bC! improved or replaced, ;;is 
necessary, at tile discretion of the CTA or the City of Chi1;ago 
for the purpose of l1nprovi ng ope rat i ona1 efficiency, safety, 
reducing noise or enhancing the arnenitfos of the structure 
Lo tile passengers, pedestrians or motorists. 

3. The City of Chicago and the CTA shall restore the Quincy/Hells 
station to a condition as close as possible to its condition of 
the early 1900 1 s, This project shall be u11dertaken in accordance 
11i th the recommended approaches in the SGcretary of the Interior's 
Standards for Rehabilitation. 

4. The City of Chicago and the CTA agree to rehabilitat<= the Ad~ms/ 
Wabash station to emphasize the historic structural character­
istics of the trestle. In returning this station to a state of 

5. 

ut i1 ity through use of contemporary materi a 1 s and design e 1 em2nts, 
this project shall be undertaken in accordance with the recommended 
approaches in tile Se0reta1·y of the Interior's Standards for 
Rehabilitation. 

With the exception of Quincy/Wells and Wabash/Adams, all 0L1,e1 
exirtin9 ct•Liens 011 tfle Leep E1-0va.t0d S1~e~~e may 0:e-r-e.m~ 
iR acco1 Juucc II i tit LIIB l\astet P1-ar1. Prior .. to the demol-ition 
of any structure, the City of Chicago and/or the CTA shall first 
co.ntact the • • ' ' ) 

-detr:rm1ne the evel of documentation required. Al1 documentation 
must be accepted by NAER, and the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation must be notified of tl1a acceptance ptior to 
demolition. Copies of the documentation required will be stored {n 
the archives ·of the CTA, the Municipal Reference Library and the 
Chicago Historical Society, ,rnd submitted to the National 
Architectural and Engineering Record. The cost of these historical 
records will be part of the cost of the station construction funded 
by UMTA. Selected copies of Ll1~se records may also be displayed in 
the new stations as appropriate. 
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6. As defined 1n the Master Plan, new stations may be constructed at 
mid-block locations in such a manner as to take advantage of adja­
cent buildings ,1s a sour-ce of $pace for stations. The new 
st1·uctures s_hall be desiyned in accordance with the Secreta1·y of 
the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. 

7. The Illinois State Historic Preservation Officer will be given the 
opportunity to review final ,fosign plans for the r-estoration, re­
habilitation and new constniction of stations on the Loop Elevated 
St rue tun, prior to the i111ple1nentation of such improvements. 

8. In the event that any of the involved parties determines that the 
aforementioned conditions cannot be met or must be modified, the 
Illinois State Historic Preservation Officer and the federal 
Advisory Council On liistoric Preservation shall be consulted and 
the involved parties upon agreement may for good cause modify or 
amend these conditions. 

·r11·~~0-;· ~~Tr~t--~~.---v-1 -o-,,.,,., ____ (_d(_aft_e)_ _ _!!_/ ~/J l_ 1no1s State ,1s or1c rreserva 1011 rt1cer llino1s SHPv) 
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Mr. Robert R. Garvey, Jr. 
Executive Director. . 
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CONCUR 
. . . . 
OCT-7l981 

Advi so,ry Council on Hi stpri c Preservation 
1522 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D,C, 20005 

Dear Mr. Garvey: 

0DS 

-00 s-,,., s, .. s.w. 
Ww,r,11'""• P,C. 2~90 

ihe City of Chicago and the Chicago Transit Authority propose to use financial 
.assistance from the Urban Mass Transportation Administration (UMTA} to under~ 
take the rehabilita,ion of the Loop Elevated Structure in Chicago, Illinois, 
a property eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. The project 

. consists ~f upgrading the trestle and restoring, rehabilitating, and recon-. 
struct1ng certain stations to maintain the structural integrity of the facility 
and to respond to changing transportation.needs in the Central Area of Chicago. 

UITTA has determined that the proposed project as defined herein and in the 
City's Master Plan for the Loop Elevated Rehabilitation and Historic Preserva­
tion will have no adverse effect .on_ the -Loop. Elevated Structure;:;-·· Enclosed' . • 
are the documenta'H on for·_ a determination 'of no adverse effect along with an 
attachment stating the conditions under which the Illinois State Historic 
Preservation Officer and the City concurred in this determination.-. These 
materials are submitted for your review and concurrence. 

Enclosures 

cc: Ira Bach, .City 
Jerome Butler, DPW 
Eugene Barnes, CTA 
David K_enney, SHPO 
Joel Ettinger, UMTA 
Franz Girmiler, UMTA 

Sincerely, 

dward R. Fleisch 
Acting Director 
Office of Program Analysis 
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URBAN MASS TRANSPORTATION ADMINISTRATION 

DETERMINATION Of NO ADVERSE EFJ:~;CT 

, 
LOOI? ELEVATED S'fRUC'fURE REMABILITATION 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

1, AGENCY INVOLVr.;t1ENT 

'I'l1e City of Chicago and tl1e Chicago ·rransit Autl1ority 
propose to u,;;e f:lnancial assi,;tance fr·o1n the Urban Mass 
Transport1'tion Administration to rehabilitate the Loop 
Elevated Structure in the Central Arca of Chicago, 

2. Dr;SCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED UNDE:R'I'AKING 
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Rehal,ilitation will ·consist of a ra11ge of physical 
improvements designed to keep the T...oop El sti:-ucturally sound 
and respond to the changing transportation needs in the 
Central Area for the next 40 years. The rehabilitation will 
involve the trestle as well as the stations. 

'fue trestle will rem.:,.in on the same .:,.lignment o.n Lake 
Street, Wabash Avenue, VanBuren street, and Wells Street, 
Support columns will remain at present. locations and the 
height of the treMtle will be m.:,.intained at or near the 
curre~t elevation, Depending on the r&sults of currant 
inspection and testing, colunms, girders, and stringers will 
be replaced as needed to maintain the structural integrity 
of the facility, Existing lattice-type track str:lngers may 
be replaced with new solid-web sections. All other repaii:-s 
1:.0 the trestle will ·replace existing mernbers in kind, , 

'l11e ,·ehabilitat:i.on plan i.ncludes ,:,,l.ght stations 01, Lhe 
Loop Elevated Structure. (There are nine existing stations.) 
Of the eight, two stations will be restored or rehabilitated 
in place and six stations "'.ill be newly constructed. 'l'he 
following gives a breakdown of the proposed station 
improvements: 

The Quincy/Well3 Station will be restored to its [o):li1er 
condition to the greatest extent possible ~1ile maintaining 
current ridership levels and security standards, 

111e \•labash/Adeims Station will be rehabilitated in place. 
To better serve existing passenger volumes, the mezzanine 
level of Lhe st1'tion will be widened and glass canopies and 
barriers will be used to replace the existing metal. 

The Washington-Madi.eon/Wells Stat:lon will replace the 
i,xis't.ing Randolph/Wells and Madison/Wells statl.ons. The new 
station entrances ,:,,re pl.aced at mid-block locations and the 
station would be incorporated in the Madison Plaza Building 
now under construction .:,.t the corner of Madison and Wells 
streets. 
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~~e Lasalle/vanBuren Station will be reconstructed at a 
mid-block location straddling Sherman Strciet, 'rhi.s will 
allow better station spacing from the proposed new Li'oi:-ary 
Place station ~nd improve vertical acc~ss to the station, 
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'l11e Library Place Station is a new station on the r...oop El 
proposed near the :l.ntersection of VanBurGn and Sta ta 
streets, The Library PlacG Station would have direct, 
enclosed access to the adjacent librai·y building and would 
provide an easier transfer to the State Street subway, 

'l11e Woshington•-Madison/Wabash Sti>tion will replace the 
existing Randolph/Wabash and Madison/Wabash stations. 
Consolidation of these stat:l.ons at one mid-block location 
will improve operating ef:fl.ciency while maintai11ing easy 
transfer to'bus, subway and commuter rail. 

The State/Lake Station would be developed i11 either a 11ew 
office structure built on the s,,utl)west. corner of the 
intersection, or in the existing State and Lake Building if 
this structure is retained in North Loop development. 
Station pl.atforms would be moved to the wast. to impcovo 
i,,.CC0SS, 

'!'he Clark/Lake Station would take du.vantage of joint 
devalop1nant with the state of Illinois Center on the south 
side of Lake Street and the Tran,;portat5.on Centei:- on the 
north side of Lake Stl:eet. Ac<.:e:ssibility betwe<>n the sub,,;,.y 
and the J,l woul.d be irnprov0d with this nel.oca tad s .i.te, 
Integration with new davcalopme"t at this site will incrcaoe 
rapid transit ridership, 

3. NATIONAL REGISTER-ELlGlBLE PROPERTIES AFFECTED BY THE 
UNDERTAKING 

The Chicago 1.,0op r:J.avated Sti:ucture is the only property 
on or eligible for the National Register which will be 
affected by this project. This is Hn Glevated street railway 
facility located in the air rights of public right-of-way 
along Walls Street, VanBuren Straet, l-labae,h Avenue, and TJak,~ 
Street. Approximately two miles in length (11,200 lineai:­
feet), with nine passeng,c,r stations, it is owned c.nd 
operated by the Chicago Transit Authority (C'l.'A). 

groperty ~ascription 
The Loop Elevated structure is a composite of structural 

str;,el an,:'! wood. T'he entire basic framework is steel, built. 
up J)y tl)e riveting together of plates and angles. The 
support columns and bents are [orined II I" sections and are 
spaced at 30- to 5O-foot i11tarvals along the running 
sections. In r,ake Street, Wells Street, and \•lr;b,,_sh Avenue, 
the typical cross-section is 24 feet., This permits a 
two-lane roadway under the structure with parking lan~s 
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l)etween the columns and the curb. In VauBu:cen Street, the, 
structure is 52 feet wide, curb to cu:cb, 
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T'he longitudinal. members are triangulated t;.i.-usscs or the 
same built-up ·composition and suppoi;-t tl·,e ti:ackbed of 
creosoted wooden ties. '!'he track fixation ,is standard, tie 
plate and spike, with the tie plates being placed directly 
on the flange angles capping the longitudinal member.s of the 
structure, 

At the passenger stations the structure widens to 
accommodate the plat.forms, staii:·s, station agent booths, und 
other appurtenances. 'I'he typi'-'al plat f:orm width is eight 
f:eet at t11e extremities ,:'l.nd twelve feet at the stairwell 
entries. overall station width·varics from about 40 to 60 
feet. 

'l'he primary design principle was function, with little 
evidence of typical La ti::, Victorian P,oriod orna.menta tion. The 
stations are not architecturally ,miform and reflect the 
individual company design decisions, Selectively upgraded by 
the Chicago Transit Authority to irnp,;-ove passenger comfort 
and safety, fiberglass, plexiglass, aluminum, Monel metal, 
and otl1er modern mater.•ials have been used in the 
remodelings, 11)e original »teel fr,,rne and wooden decking 
remain otherwise unchanged. 

Significance 
In constant service since 1897, the Loop Elevated 11as 

been 1:he cornct·stone of rapid transit service .in the Ccrntral 
Area of the city for over 80 years, Its presence and 
configuration traditionally <lefi11cd the most prestigious. 
locations for office buildings inside the steel girdle. It 
contributed to the definition of l:.11e downtown, the Chicago 
'Loop, As the city grew, development went beyond its physical. 
confines, lr-:aving low-derrniLy ;narginal use corridors along 
the streets supporting tlie stt·uct,n·e, l'restige locations 
were those a block or inore away from the dirt and noise 
generated by the elevated rail operation, 

The Loop F-1 Structure is also significr,nt as an exc,mple 
of riveted steel elevated transit construction. Elevated 
railways we:r:e built in large American cities in the late 
19th and early 20th ctenturies to facilitate transport in 
densely populated urban areas and t.he wop 1n is one of the 
earliest examples of this type of construction. 

4, INAPPLICABILITY 01'' Tim CRITERIA OF ADVERSE l::l:'l'"ECT 

While t11e Loop El Sti:uctut·e has been the focus of 
elevate;d rail transit in Chicago since its construction, the 
noise and l.ntrusiveness of t11e structure have been a 
con~inuing conce1·n of city governinE,nt, Since the 
construction of the subway lines in the downtown in the 
1930s, the city's inass transit plans have includad various 
proposals to repla<.:e t11e Loop 1n. More recently, the 1968 
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Chicago Central A1·ea Transit Study had as one of its 
objectives t.l1e removal of the r,oop El, ·rhe Central Arca 
Transit Project emerged from this study and the City of 
Chicago identified the Franklin Line Subway Project as the 
highest priority and first inci:ement. of the ovei:all Central 
l\t-ca Project, The Frankl in Line Subway Project was proposed 
as a new noi;-th-south distributor l.in}: tl1rough the downtown 
,.;hich would have allowed the removal of: two legs of the r,oop 
r~l Structure. ··'i'l1e city planned to follow with constructio11 
of the Mon1·oe Line, an east-west subway which would have 
permitted the removal of the r•Jinalning two l.e9s of the Loop 
El. • 

'!'he Draft Bnvironmental Impact Statei;;cnt (July, 1978) for 
the Franklin Line Subway Project identified the Wells Street 
and VDnBuren SLreet leg,; uf t.he Lo<;p ~~l f:ur r<:emuval c1s part 
of the subway pr:oject. A prs'liminury case lis'pur:t lvd,; 

submitted to the Advisory Council in November, 197B, 'l'his 
was fol lowed by a public in f:,;rn\d tion r,1eeting ht= ld i.n Cll i•~c;go 
in January, 1979. 

Because of the impact on Lhe Loop El, local historic 
preservation groups opposed the Frc1nklln Line Pi·o ject, 
The project was also opposed locally b,:,cause of: the high 
cost and limited new transit service it provided. After a 
change in ihe city administration, local support for the 
project was withdrawn. The present plan to n,habilitate the 
Loop E:l was developed to accornrnoda l:.e his Lorie vn:.>.H-'L·va tion 
conceL-ns· while providing .for: the clMil<,:Jing tr.anSJ.--">Ortation 
needs in the Central Area over the next 40 years. A 
Detc,rmination of r~ffect f:or- the rehabilitation p,·ojm;t has 
to be made in the context of these htstorical devel.opm,ants. 

A, Destruction or alteration o~·-.'':_ll_or _pa,:t __ ?f the proper1:._e 
The Loop E1- Str-ucture wJ.l.l be rehabilitated without 

changing the basic ~tructure or function of the facilit~. 
'J11e ali9mnent will 1-emain the same and SUJ?lx.,L·t c:ol.wnns will 
stay at their present locations. On the Lrestle, existing 
lattice-type track stringers may be rapldc:ed with new 
solid-web sections, an improved design. 

Of the nine existing stations, two will be resLored or 
rehabilitated in place and seven will be removed, Six 11ew 
stations will be constructed. Five of th,;se stations will be 

·-
built proxirnal to existing st11tion locations. That is, the 
new station locations will be shifted slightly to take 
o.dvantage of new joint development. or rnid-block entries, The 
sixth new station will be builL at 1:.1,e suutlrnast corner of 
the Loop El ~1ere a station was once located. 

Station removal and re<construction on the Loop El is not 
considered to be ari ad~erse effect. Historically, it was not 
the stations but the encii:cling layout of the structure 
itself ,u·ound U,e downtown cot-e that embodied historical 
significance. As noted in the Department of the Interior's 
determination of eligibility fur the National Register 
(July, 1978), the Loop F.:l Structut·e is i.mportant as an 
historic transpo1-tation facility i,s well as for its 
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infltience on the growth and development of downtown Chicago. 
As detailed in the City's Master Plan i:or the Loop El 
rehabilitat.lon, original station locations have changed in 
some cases to •naapt to changing needs. Stations have 
periodically been removed due to lack of ~idership. 
Moreover, the fabric of the original stations has been 
altered through periodic maintenance over the years, In 
comparison, t11e trestle has X:·emained relatively •.inchangcd 
wit11 its intricate web of supprting m,;,mbei:s still intact. 
The best hope, then, of pre&erving the Loop El as a viable 
tt·ansportation facility is to continue t.he trend of allowing 
,;ta tions to ch<111<3e in response to ,~hanging nowntown 
developments. 

B, Isol":!:.~?..1~ ____ f_~~- or alteration of th~roperty's 
surrounding enviro11me11t. • . 

'I'he pro3ect its;lf will not alter tha surrounding 
environment. Certain st., tions would be integrated in 
buildings now under consti:uction or planned to be 
constructed adjacent to the Loop JU. In these joint 
development plans, the stations wo,uld generally be le,;,s 
obtrusive than th,:,y are now. Other new stations ·,-,ill utilize 
mid-block J.oca tions, thereby opening· up the ,.trc,~tscape 
vistas which are presently blocked by the station houses. 

C. Introduction of visual, audible, or atmosp11cric elcm,:,,nts 
.!:.!:__~l-~E.~ _?ut of d1-aia'cte'r with i:hs_p3operty....:.. ·"--·-

The new stations will he de,aigned and co11sti:-uct,:,d in 
accordance with the guidelines for new construction in the 
Sea er etary of the Interior's Standards for Rehab il i ta tion. 
The designs for the new stat.ions will be reviewed by the 
State liistoric Prese~·vation Officer to ensure that they are 
compat.i.r)le with the Loop El Sti:-ucture, • 

D. Neglect of a pr~pe_rty resulting in its deterioration or 
destruction. 

Tlu.s pr.oJect has been proposed specifically to upgrade 
the property ao Lhat it can continue to function efficiently 
at the heart of the city's rapid transit network,· 

r~. Tr-anafer 01:.· ,sale of a property without adeg_uate 
confiltions or- restrictions rcoaJ:"din preservatI'on';'" 
ma ntenance, or use, 

'!'he C'l'A owns t11eT.,oop !'Cl Structure. The prope1:.'ty wi 11 not 
be transferred or sold as part of the proposed project. 

5, VIJ.~WS 0~' 'l'lil:: STATE l-Il5TORIC PRJSSERVATION OFFICJ,R 

'l"he Illinois State I-JistorJ.c Pt·eservation Officer (olll?O) 
was consulted resarding his views on a dcter1nination of 
effect for the Loop 1n Rehabilitation Project, With certain 
conditions accepted by all parti,:,,s, the SHJ?O concurs in the 
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determination of no adverse effect. T11ese conditions, with 
the signatures of the concurring parties, are attached to 
this determination. 

6. ESTIMATED COST OF THE UNDSRTAKING 

'l'he estimated total cost of the p1:oposcd r,oop l-,l 
i:-ehabilitation is approxi::iately $100 million, with the 
proposed Federal share being $80 million. 

7. DETERMINATION 

TI1e Urban M,:,.ss Tt·ansportc1tion AdJ11inist,.·ation has 
determined in consultation with the Illinois Stat:e !ii,,tod.c 
?reservation Officer that t11e proposed rehab:llitation 
project wi 11 not advarsely a f: feet the Chicago Loop )U eva ted 
Structure. 

@ {{)Q. () 
(Jt•0J&\1l .J,)t~~2C0:,,c~0.. 

-· E,<.l\-Jdrd R. Fl eischm.;.,/\. 
Acting Director 
office of Program Analysis 


